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Should Canada Go Slow?THEY say -that we are going ta have "liard
times",thiis winter. Tlie charities report
that two or three times tlie usual number
of applications for help have been comixig

in; and men in many trades declare that there is
precious "little doing" in their lines of business.
1 met an optimistic book-store mnan the other day
wlio said that "liard times" would probably help
him during the Cliristmas season. I inquired wliy.
He replied that a ten-dollar bill would go much
fartlier in his store than in a jeweller's-,and he
would thus get more than his usual share of Christ-
mas shopping. So even lis optimism was a pessi-
mistic comment. I know another man wlio wants
ta buy an automobile, but lie is waiting. He ex-
pects ta get a second-hand one, cheap, before spring.

"T' es' ieo" was baund to bring '"bard-
of constant activity. We have manned this country
with a view ta rapid growth. Our 'building trade,
for instance, is organized on a scale-not nierely
to replace worn-out structures and meet a moderate
demand for hbetrer buildings-but tao take care of
an unflagging "boom." It lias sliown its ability
during the Iast f ew years te put up all over tlie
Dominion an immense number of costly and ex-
tensive new buildings, and ta put them up simul-
taneously. Our growth ini titis regard is startling
and incredible ta visitors from the staid and steady
old world. But ail this implies that aur 'highly-
developed building trade miust be kept busy at ýthis
astonishing rate, or else bath men and equipment
wiIl lie idle. Wlien money becarne tiglit, further
big building operations were postponed. They cost
too much under present financial conditions. The
iflevitable resuit followed. Labour and capital
found tliemselves out of a job and eating their
beads off.

T HIS all brings up the question whether we are
altogether wlse as a people in trying ta suck

up our wliole big, Iuscious and juicy orange la s0
furious a fashion as we have followed lateiy.
Amrittedly we have gat a country liere ii in

as we cau in the sliortest possible time-and tlie
devil take the hindmost! Phulosophy may tell us
that too mucli money is bail for us, and does flot
bring ýhappîness, andl the rest of that sort of ethereal
wisdom which every whirring "limousine" seems
ta deny and utterly disprove. But we ail feel that
we wpu]d like ta try it for ourselves-just once.
Sa, wlien profit beckons, tlie mad race will go un
just as soon 'as tlie financiers of Europe ease off
the brakes a bit. As we thus take note of tlie
gentlemen whose hands are 'on the brakes, we
miglit aiso take note of the reason wliy they have
turned stingy ail at once. It pays tliem ta lend us
money-so why donýt tliey lend it? Tlie reason
is only too plain-they liaven't got it. It was taken
away -fromn themn by the late Balkan War. The
Balkans burned up some-the Powers used up a
lot more getting ready for eventualities--consider-
able mare was hoarded by nervous individuals-
and u 'big lot more is being lîfted from tlieir pockets
to-day by aIl and sundry ta get ready for the next
war. I just mention this, by tlie way, for the benefit

of those who thought we had no personal concern
witli the Balkan War. They thought it simply "a
butchery of barbarians" which our newspapers
would have done well ta leave out-as they do (or
don't do) the prize fights. WelI, when the "liard
times" arrive, they will notice tihat they enclosed
in a neat box on which is painted--"With the com-
pliments of the Balkans."

iOBSERVE that there is a tendency an the part
of some of the Ministers ta treat tlie approach-

ing "bard times" as none of their funeral. They
sliould nlot lie too sure. If Sir Richard -Cartwright
were stili alive, lie couki tell them what liappened
a (}overnment whichi toîd the Canadian people,
afflicted with "liard times," that their Ministers
were "only thirteen flues on a wlieel." Tlie "wlieel"
turned over. It does nlot do for the men responsible
for thie government of the country and the~ pre-
sumablygreat powers of Parliament, ta assume tao
phulosophi'cal and "top-lofty" an attitude toward the
real trouibles of the plain people. Sufferers do not
like their sufferings ta be borne, witli too great
equanimity by otlier people wlio do flot particularly
feel tlim-and especi 'ally if these detached "otlier
people" are drawing salaries for maaking us pros-
perous. If 1 were going ta give a bit of advice ta
the 'Ottawa Government, it would be ta be twice
as anxious about tlie coming "hard times" as are
the Opposition leaders.
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T he T raderLs From Cormorant Lakeâ
Where the High Cosi of Living is a Dream

B y Ê2. F. KIPP

1N oariboo coats and
lioods, beaded
moccasins an d

great gauntlets 0f
mnoase skin and bear
trimmings, Mr. and
Mrs. Peter Dunie,
two hardly Scotch
fur-traders of t he
great north land, are
nearing Scatland ta-
day. Out of the
north country they
came a week ago, to
sail from Quebec on
the Empress of Ire-
land for a Christmas
vacation witli their
parents and friends la
Edinburgh and Scot-

with him and learn
the business. Mr.
Dunie went, and in a
few weeks lie and his
wife were installed
on the rocky shores
of Cormorant Lake,
fifty miles from Le
Pas, -on the Hudson
Bay Railway. It was
a new life of. rock.
canoe, muskeg and
Cree Indians.

"It is a grand life
that we live," shýe
said. '"I would nlot
go bac ta the city
for the world. I arn
Oueen of it al-I Lyet
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