vendered in favour of & Catholic country and
against a Protestant country ? No, Siv.
Thete is sufficlent breadth of mind In Ger-
many and in many other countries ; there
i{s sufficient breadth of mund in this country
to enable the Protestants to realize the bene-
. ficent effect of the Papacy in this world.
I do,not say that tne Pope should fnterfere
betweem Catholles or Protestants In olvil
matters, nor has he attempted to do so.
Sir, one of the great statesmen of France,
one of the greatest philosophers of this
century, ‘who was a devoted Protestant amd
at one time Prime Minister of his country,
Guizot, satd once that the Catholic Church
was & great school of respect, Let not
my Protestant. fellow-countrymen fear be-
cause we Catholics desire to exérclse the
right of going to the head of our church to
settle difficulties that :may arise among
ourselves. Let not our Protestant friends
in 'this House be uneasy. ‘I'he more we
ave attached to the Holy See as Catholics,
the greater our respect for the rules of our
church, the deeper will be our atbtachment,
et me assure our Protestant friends, to the
olitical authority of this Empire, the deeper
1l be our attachment to the clvil rights of
Capada and of Great Britain, The bon
melnber for Kast Grey (Mr. Spreule) made
very fine offer, as he often does. When-
ever we have dificulty with our priests he
suggests that we should send them to jall.

Mr. I wish emphatically to
contradizt that, and I am surprised that the
hon, géntleman should attefapt to misrepre-
gent what I_did say. I sald that in case
of interference on thé part of the priesthood
with theé political or clvil rights of the peo-
ple, we \have laws upom our statute-book
punishing such ‘interference, and I asked
1why the Prime Mumister did not invoke that
aw.

Mr. BOURASSA. Well, the hon. gentle-
man has explained himself much better on
this occasion than he did before He has
stmply said in fifty words what I made him
say in ten. Sir, what is that Interference
which the clergy of Quebec have been accus-
ed of exercising during the last election? Cer-
tain bishopd of the province of Quebec and
some members of the clergy, took a certain
stand in the last election, and held that Ca-
tholle voters could not vote for Liberal ean-
didates. They based thelr interference upon
the ground that it was the duty of Catholics
to vote for remedial legislation, and that the
just rights of the Catholle minomty in
Manitoba on the scliool question could mot
be restored to them unless some remedial
jegislation was passed. There was no
division amomgst the clergy of the proviice
of Quebec or amongst the laymen, as to the
rights of the Catholic minority, nor as to
the duty of the Goyernment to restore them
in some way. ‘There was mo division
upon that point then,’ and there is mo diwi-
~sion uwpon that point to-day. The only dif-
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ference of oplnion that existed was as to the
interpretation of the counstitution In regard
to that question Let me quote for the
benefit of my hon frighd a letter thal was
addressed by Cardinal Ledochowski, Secre-
tary of the Propaganda, to the bishops of
the province of Quebec, In which he urged
them not to ask the Dominion of Canada
to do anything contrary to the soverelgnty
of the British Pmpire, or that would bring
them into confiict in any way with thelr
Protestant fellow:cltizens.

Mr BERGBRON, Will you read the
letter ?

Mr. BOURASSA. I have only the French
text of the letter, but I will read the para-
graph, and aftemwvards give the translation :

Maintenant que, en vertu de la décision récente
du Consell privé do 1a Reine en Angleterre,,le
gouvernement fédéral est certalnement pourvu
de l'autorité requise pour traiter cetfe trds grave
question, {1 y a lleu d'espérer qu’elle trouvera
enfin cette heureuse solution que réclament ot
les drolts les mieux &tablis et le blen de la
religion et de I'Btat, N

Now that, in virtue of the recent decision of
the- Queen’s Privy Council in England, the Fed-
ergl Government is certainly provided with the
réquisite authority to treat this very important
question, there' 1s reason to hope that a solution
will finally be \found which will be in accord-
(ance with well-established rights, as well as
iwith the welfaré of roligion and of the state.

A difference, of opimion was manifested
ong the n{em’bers of the clergy in Que-
bec as to the application to be given to that
deolglon of ‘the Privy Councll. All that the
Cathottes f Quebec were asked to do was '
to vote for men who would put in force
the judgzment of the Privy Councll But
we Liberals claimed the right to declide for
ourselves as to what means should be taken
to apply that judgment, and to secure to
the minority the rights which we believed
they had been deprived of. We clatmed
that liberty then, and we claim {t now. I
must apologize to the ouse if 1 touch upon
certain points that are perhaps not dinter-
esting to all the members of the House,
but I do so in order to sxplain what was our
position We have now the proof that our
contention was good, because in the ency-
clical to which the member for Beauharnois
has referred, it is stated In plain terms that
we are at perfect liherty in respect to the
means to be taken to procure a settlement of
that question.

Mr. BERGERON. 1s that settlement ac-
cepted by the encyclical ?

Mr, BOURASSA. The hon. member for
Beauharnois has treated that settlement
with great severity He has been more
Catholic than the Pope. But I doubt his
sincerity. N

Mr. BERGERON. That is mot an an-
swer. 1 want to know fremn my bonm.
friend whether that settlement has been
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