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further expeditioiùs (in.other parts)-a praiseworthy objec ,perhaps but onevidely
different from that for ivhich the reward. was offered. It is:but dué, howeër;tó
Dr, Rae to add- that, iïhen-the' Fish River-expedition a'resôved ipr ie ga'e
liis ready advice for its organization, tl~ough fie declined the,cóÎiimand, which, %ja-
proposed to hiini; and he also declares himseif favourble at:this~nent t&fu-ther
search, were it only, as he has assured ie; that his own ,tatements'might iedeiVe
the verification lie anticipates.

Much more gladly would I plead, did .Tnot feel that it is beydnd my proviïnce,
iliat Dr. Rae should receive an adequate reward for his late .and foiier services,
than oppose his r ight to that whiélh is put forth ii tlie third clàuse of the" Gazette"
notice, to whiclh it appears to me he has not made·ood his titeé.

3. For the sake of, those who mnay yet advance a strongôer caim to it,' 1 an
ao-ain compelled rcspectfully te protest againt' the priatire adjudication ëôntim-
pfated inl the " Gazette " notice, wlhen ii the yaiv'part of the Sessioin of 1849 the
House of Conimons unanimously voted 20,000/.for the"ciecouragemtentofprivtè
enterprise, and for private entcrprise alone; iii the search for the lost objects of
national solicitude, they placed i1o restriction s as tô thé period during which the
reward was to'bc held out. It could never have been conteniplated that,hile the
community was divided in opinion as to the evidence of thé facts; anci while a great
majority of those best inforenid on the snbject, and others the most deeply
interésted in it, were dissatisficd vith that evidence, and demanded ýbetter, an
arbitrary edict, such as that involved in the preiimature adjudication 'ofthe' rewai-d,
should,,in favour of any one candidate of doubtful pietensions, shut dut all future
ones. I would fain su'bmit to your Lordships that so-long as private funds are
embarked iii the saine causq, anil that active measures are, in progress or con'té ne
templation to clear up the imystery as to the fate of the crews of the "'Erebus"
and " Terror,' it would beunjust to place an arbitrary limit to.the operation of an
act designed expressly for that object, and so proclaimed at the ti me by lier
Majesty's Governnent; and here I feel compelled to state ithat, though 'it is xny
humble hope and fervent prayer that the Governent of my country ïvilI 'theni-
selves complete the work they have begun, and not leave it to a Weak and"helpless
woman to attenipt the doing that inperfeetly which they would do thenselves so
easily and well, yet if ncéd be, such is niy'firin resolve, Go.d ellbing Me.'

In the naie, thon, of th'ose brave men wlo will devote themselvestVo this
labour of love and cluty, I feel called upon to claiim that they hóùld not,be shú ut,
by a premature adjudication fron the rewàrd which may becinic their due. .it
-may; yet fall. to their lot to ascertain' al], or much,of vhat ve:want to knoiv,, o
bring back soine journal, or somiue precious fragnient;, otherWise lost to us for ever.

Should these last of the explorers accomplisi any:of these thing-s, vil "yoù
ignore their services and clainms, bccause ln'the spring of 1856 yóu had'deeméd
that the fate of the expedition was aséertained and 1iad given away' the réward ?
J have a riglt to use' this argument thouoih, in carrying it into its conseqiences, I
feel it. inay be au injustice to your 'Lords iips, as well as to tlie devoted volun ters
,who will undertake what they have to dö in a higher spirit" than dny Ip pof
pecuniary recompense can put inîto them.

But I may illustrate the arguineiii by a more im mediate eamp1e, that ofthe
zealous and enterprizing Captain Penny. Lt n ay nót'be known tyour Ldrdships
that Captain Penny, hefoîre his depai ture f,:om rigiand last year, in5 command of
two whalin' gshi s, info·med 'ne that Ihä reports brought ione by riiRae
reminded him of some vague rurours eof a figh between wîhites andý Eqi'aïx
*whièh had reached hini in Northuunibërlaind Sou nci ti 'proviös saso fronia' -eit'
distance, travelling through succesiive tribes of niatives; and Captai Peniy adIded
thîatin spite of ail the difficulties If force.aw' l iIieexecúÙtion p ils projee; täv s'
his intention to engage sone of the most. intelligentandtrstworthyhntive,
domesticated at bis _whaling-statión. to tràce bacl these(Y,.nur tääheirsoirce,
whether'that source vere the catastrophe at:thé'Great Pish;Rive oir anithihiin
nay have overtaken a separate -6rtin óf the crewsáof th' f Érebt%'nd
"Terror " in sorne other locality. Now, though Ihave n'o great.hope c6isièi1
the distance to be travei'sed,,andothêr obstaTes), atnuch suces ilVitnd
Captàin Penny's laudable'effrtsiandani ,dre tit'n' thoùjho
fo' the Government 'reward entedinto liis s, 0oi hîfiieto
adjudicate that reward, at this nienint, in the faWofsuclra faet
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