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. How frequently do you issue these reports ?—In the first year we issued five
special veports—in May, July. Angust, September and November. Last year we
issued three—in May, August and November The May report gave an account of
the condition and tho area of the land under fall wheat, the condition of live stock,
the state of vegetation at the time, also the area of land assessed and cleared, and the
ﬂ;-eakunder orchard and garden, prepared from the returns made to us by township
clerks,

Q. Are you able to get this information to the public pretty soon after it is
obtained ?—In the case of the schedule gent to the farmers and returnable on the 15th
ot June, we have are port, giving the areas of all grain crops, together with ostimates
of the produce, issued about the 10th or 12th of August. )

Q. That is, in about two months ?—Yes; buat before any grain is marketed.

Q. You do not issue any monthly bulletins or slips, that are distributed generally
through the country ?—Not monthly, but just as often as we issue reports, our bulle-
tins are summarized from the reports. In the November report wa give the complute
tables of crops and live stock, with the various estimates of produce. Our estimates
of produce are based on the returns made to us by threshers and correspondents,
from actaal results. THis is the same system as is adopted in soveral States of the
American Union, where they bave State Bureaux. .

Q. Do you keep any statistics of weather and seasons? —Yes; we bave statistics
of sunshine, precipitation and temperature. These are furnished to us under an
arrangement made with the Meteoroligical Office at Toronto. The Maetcorological
Office, in 1881, I think, had about 55 rain-gaage stationsin Ontario. I secured tho
ostablishment of a large number of other stations, so that now we have returns from
150 rain-guage stations in Ontario. Tho Government of Ontario also furnished the
Metorological Offi ‘e with eight additfonal sunshine registers. The Office had two in
the Province previously—one at Tofonto and one at Woolstock. In that way we
ot & complete record of the sunshine in the Province, We also have reports of the
temperature from the ten stations.

Q. In what way have you noticed that the agricultural community benefits from
this statistical work, or in what way do you expect it chiefly to benefit them ?—I
think it may benefit thcm in a variety of ways. It gives to the whole people— pro-
ducers, dealers and consumers—-a knowledge of the extent of supply and demand in
the country, and in that way it serves to check the operations of spoculators, There
are a fow leading men in the country who buy up nearly the whole produce of the
country. They have their agents, their buyers, all over the country. Toey dve con-
santly in receipt of information from them, as to the condition and prospect of that
crop, and they are able, at the earliest possible time, to avail themseives of the infor-
mation collected in this way. 1t is not an uncommon thing forthem to buy up nearly
the whole available surplus of prodnce, before the farmersgeunerally bavean opportunity
of knowing whether or not there is am oxcess in the supply, or whether the
tendency of prices is upwardy or downwards. We ‘collect this informa-
tion, and as we have as wide a circalation, at least as the dealers bave,
we are able to give it to the people just as early as the dealers can procure it.
To give you an instance of what may be dune, I would refer to the crop reports of the
United States Bureau for 1873. You may remomber that in 1873, as in 188, the fall
{rosts were unusually early and severe, and they destroyed to a large cxtent the
corn orop of the country. The report of the United States Burea: of Agriculture
showed that the extent of the damage done in that year was at leust 15,010,000
bushels of aloss to the corn crop, and almost immediately atter the appearance of
that report the price of corn went up 20 cents. In that case, the farmers got the
benefit of the rise, and not the specalators, and I hold that i: is the farmers—the pro-
ducers, the men who earn-——who shoald receive the full advantage of high prices, and
‘pot the speculators, The consumers will not be benetitted in any way by the specu-
laters buying low, for the speculators and the dealers ill sell high if the market
Jjnstifies it. Then in the year 1879 auain, there was a large crop of wheatin the
U nfi&-dlStates, aud the leading dealers in Chicago and New York, having been posted
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