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TOPIOS 0F THE WEEK.
lx~ clcaiing the rifle..pits at Batauche by a bayonet charge the Volun-

t'rsnust he admjtted ta have donc their duty mast gallantly. General
Middeto,y Who is nlot given to gush, bestows a high encomiuma upon them.

Techarge which dislodged the insurgents, camne after three days' liard
6ghting and a good deal of endurance. The Volunteers have earned
Bora" recognition Of their services beyond their ordinary pay, and we trust

thtthe Goverument will sec its way to making a grant Of a quarter-
seot' 031 of land to every man of them. There is plenty of land out of which

te r3akc the grant, and it could not be put ta a better use.

TBPj bayonets of Batauche have evidently settled the question so far as
the Il alf.breed insurrection is concerned. But it neyer was likely that the
00 'ict '"ith this part of the rebellion would lie protracted. The Half-
breeds liaving, i spite of their hunting and roving habits, settled habita-
tjollewcrc capable of being brouglit to bay, and, as their numbers were not
great arid their resources were verv lirnited, they were sure ta succumb

WlirI1attacked by Gencral Middleton. with superior forces and a still greater
a'piorîty Of arms. Nor was there anything in Riel's history ta lead us

e épect from him an indomitable resistance after defeat, tliough Gabriel

lias ri1t aPpears ta bic a man of a diffrent stamp. Riel will suifer: h
ha tOIy got up a rebellion among lus own people, but lias let loase

ne" " thc Indian dernon wlio massaceres and tortures without regard ta
4geOr ,e,.HI-bed
Tlhe, Against the Hlbresgenerally not mucli bitterness is feit.

hetthey had their grievances, at least on the score of de]ay in sett]ing
aher clain.s, the librality with which the Commission is flow dealing out

t ep rfa' n teni semis tacitly to admit; and the gallantry with which

YOc fouglt against lieavy odds for their homes and their littie nationality

lie" att8er of the victors. In a few months thcy wl 1 have repaired
t Ilr atIr hults and have resumed the deportment f quiet *citizens.

RetîecO20 en the question with the Indians. This no bayonet charge can
axid Yet the overthrow of Riel will have heavily discouraged lis allies,

'U11dil tend to peent the spreading of the insurrection ; thc troops are
'Wiall 111 nuumbcr to guard ail important points, and we may hope that

tiorit of Su 3pplies alot % nnd axnimunition will soon bring this part Of the insurrec-

tio~ 1~0 t ~ ed,

THE battie which is raging at Ottawa about the Franchise Bill obliges
us ta consider the morality of Obstruction. That mucli latitude ought not
to be allowed ta such a practice we are warned by the report of the 6ifty
bours' sitting, during which the flouse of Commons wvas turned into a
bear garden. Sucli scenes are the inevitable accompanirnents of a physical
resistance ta the will of the majority, and thcy not only degrade the
Assembly when tliey occur; tbey permanently demoralize. But is Obstruc-
tion ever lawful ? Possibly ià may be when a majority attempts for a
Party purpose ta break through the barriers of constitutional riglit .nd it
becomes necessary ta gain time for the purpose of awakcning the country
ta the danger. Sir John Macdonald pleads with perfect truth thnt the
sulimission of the minority ta the majority is the principle of Parliamentary
governnment. But the Opposition may reply, that it is also a principle of
Parliamentary government that the power of determining the titie of citizens
ta a vote, on which the whole Parliamentary systcmn is based, shall be vested
in impartial and trustworthy hands. Whicb is the real majority and which
thc real minarity cannat otherwise lie ascertnincd. If there were no limit
ta the right of the n3ajority and the minority were bound always ta obey, a
mEajarity for the time being might vote itsclf permanently inta power. To
put the matter in a more homely way, the gamne of party has its rules, and
thaugh tie laser must abide the cast, neither party can lie allowed ta laad
tic dice: if either party attempts it physical resistance will ensue. The
Bill which gives tie namination of the wliale bady of revising barristers
ta the leader of the majority and makes the appointments pJ-rmanent, in
direct contravention of British precedent, sa that we shahl be placed entirely
in the hands of the Tory Premier's naminees, may fairly be called an attempt
ta load the dice. If there is fia sinister abject in this proposai, why should
nlot deference lie shown ta the very natural apprehensions of tie country ?
Tlie concession of a modifled appeal shows tiat there was graund for
apprehiension. Why nlot make a further concession? It is impossible
tint tic appropriation of this patronage by tlie Minister can be deemcd
a vital part af a measure for the regulation of the franchise. Perhaps
in the Constitution of tic future there will bie some provision for enabi-
ing tie minarity, if it amounts ta a certain proportion of the flouse, ta
suspend the ratification of a contested mensure on speciflc grouilds and
for a stated time, pending the more complete manifestation of public
opinion on the subject, instead of having recourse ta the violent and
barbarous metiod of obstruction. Perhaps sanie day a Constitution wil
be devised under whidh there will lie fia faction-fighting at aIl, but we
shal lie, as the Liturgy says, godly and quietly governed, and suci of us as
have fia particular intereat in pahitica will go about aur daily work in peace.

TIns friends and supporters of the Senate camplain that it lias been
campelled to adJourn awing ta the Obstruction in the Commons which
prevents business from going up ta it. But wiy lias it fia business af its
own ? Is nat this n 'confession that the Senate is unable ta initiate ? One
argument always brought forward ini faveur of a second chamnler is thnt
tiere is a large field af legislation on variaus subjects outside of Party
questions in which the initiative uuay be taken by a Senate. Sa it miay, if
the Senate 13 wliat the tieory assumes it ta lie, a representatian of the great
interests, of the leading professions, and of the intellect and science of the
country. The Frenchi Senate, thougli naminated froîn tic limited number
of those who adhered or were not hostile ta the dynasty, was campased in
taleralile accordance with the tlieory, an(l accordingyly it (hid initiate. Our
Senate is unalile ta initiate, and is obliged wheu the supply of measures
fram the Cammons f ails ta adjourn, siînply because it lias no authority of
any kind. It lias na authority as a palitical assembly, inasmucli as it lias
fia canstituents and represents nathing but the pleasure of the Minister.
It lias no autliority an sulijects other thian palitical, because it lias no

members of distinction or weight as experts, but is little better than a
retreat for superannuated paliticians. The only thing in its power is

occasionally ta amend a Bill; and this it can do in important cases anly
wicn the word lias been given it by the Prime Minister, who sometimes

finds it rather casier ta get a Senato amendmient accepted by the Coin-

meons than ta carry an amendaient ia the flouBe of Commans itself. That


