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as ta be unfamiliar with or unappreciativc of the formiali
essentials of poetry. We often hecar of rhyt-nrical prose, but
the real nature of prose îvhichi is înarkzed by this quality lias
neyer dawned on thc critiç %vhio lias flot mastered thoroughly the
rhythm of vcrse. Most of the greait verse wvritcrs have also been
great prose writers. and for reasoiîs thiat are flot far to seek.
The charrns of Shakespeare's conversation arc traditional, but
wve Kniowv %vhat M1ilton's prose ivas like, and Dryden's, and P>ope's,
and Cowper's, and Burns', and Byron's, and XVordsvorthi's.

The real justification, howvever, for paying attention ta prosody
ini an English training is not that it tends ta irnprove prose writing
but (îf> that it is, likce the sciences above refcrred to, --t excellent
ieans of intellectual discipline, and (2) that it is absolntely
necessary to the full comprehiension and appreciation of poetry.
The botanist, who lias an eyc for the beautifuli, lbas a double
interest iii flowcrs ; they are a legitirnatc source of esthictic cijy
ment, and thecy are a subject on which liecean plc.isantly and
profitably exercise luis intellectual poivers. Sa it is with poetry,
and poetry rucvcr cati adequatcly fuilfil its great mission as a
civilizhugagç c until it is made more gencrally a subject for
scientific, inquiry.

m î. *TIEl .viET< E;IsH

But to ena content wvith thce scientific study of verse
structure would be little better than flot to study it sentiflcally
at ai]. Evcry artistic composition, -,vhetlher in prose or in verse,
hias the power of pleaising< US by its beauty, and ta train the
cstlîctic facultv% with a viewv ta hicigitcning the pîcasure derivable
front this source should bc anc of the abjects of Enlsîteaching
for ail grades <,f learners. A systeim of education thtat ignores
the csihictic faculty niust nceeds be an extremely imnperfcct
s'sicni. 'lle greai airn of life, uîext -,ftcr religion ,should beto
unake the niost of bcauty -as a sourcc of pleasure, and to act on
this thicory is anc of thc be-st wvays of answering< ilie question
asked by a great scientist of aur day, -Is life wvorth livinig?"

From t'de point of view of the mnisterial caUling it is
cspecially necessary ta insist on giving the cultivation of the
estlhetic faculty a high place ini aur cducational work. Next ta
thue consolations of rcligion, bôth for the pastor's own spiritual


