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dominion not taken the form of tributes and monopolies, for the
henefit of traders and ship-masters across the sea, the abstract
principle, unconstitutional as it was, would not, at all events until
a later date, have encountered such fierce and universal resistance.
"The evils wrought by economic wrongs egtend beyond the borders
of the state where they are inflicted. The depression of local
industry and enterprise, through the discouragements imposed by
arbitrary misgovernment, the consequent locking up of fertile
lands from free development, the burdening of production with un-
reasonable tributes and exactions, all tend to make the products
of the country scarcer and more costly to all the consuming
world. To the consuming world, therefore, there is a general
ceonomie injury from local misgovernment, If it is not a wrong
recognized in international jurisprudence, it is one felt by the
people of all states, and of which the people are likely to take
more notice in the future than their Governments have done in the
past. In the vindication of economic rights against every form
of orpression, the people will be more and more ‘aclined to make
cotnmon cause, bearing in mind that in fact they eventually bear
one anothers’ burdeus.

It is possible that the retreat of the Spanish army of officials,
following the Spanish military forces, which have till now pro-
tected it, might lead to the substitution of local officials equally
venal and corrupt.  Nevertheless, there is a substantial difference
hetween the peculation of a succession of natives and tributary
extortion through a succession of foreigners, The difference is not
mierely political but economic. When the plunderers are natives,
the plunder, though circulating through foul channels, is not
wholly lost to the country. The local accumulations are locally
invested or re-distributed. But when the surplus wealth of a
country is gathered by members of a favoured official class, who
ultimately retire with their accumulations to their own country,
miserable indeed is the state of the subject province. The springs
of enterprise are sapped, the possibility of prosperity is withered
in the bud. It is absentee landlordism on the hugest scale,

Struggling to keep within the lines of international precedent,
the President of the United Strtes was hindered from basing inter-
ference by the Government of th.e United States upon the grounds
that really influenced the American people, and which were at
least not less valid than the diplomatic pretexts. Absentee land-
lordism, resulting from private contract, tmay be modified, but can-




