
A CIHAPTER ON NAM-ýES.

It is a convenience, if not an absolute nccessity, that every individual
person, and place, also, of any consequence, should have a name distinctive
of fliat person or place. Nalies, besides serving, thie purpose of distinc-
tion, mnay becomie in sonie sense ornaiental and pleasing.. Thiere is notldng
in wicll the possession or want of taste, not to say jiidgmnt, is mi
ifcstcd than iii the choice of mnimes. Significancy and euphiony wc liold
to hc primary elcmgints, whichl should bc respected, or enter into the coni-
position of a nanie.

There are tlzrcc occasions on whicll tlic taste, and disccriîment. to which
we rcf'cr are callcd into requisition :-Tie naîning of chldrcn, of toiens
and villages, or residlences, and Jlomcstic animais. Indulgence sliould,
pcerhaps, bc erzîved fijr mixilg- up the first with the two last, but the clas-
sification suits thie drift of thie writer*s fulgitive, randon ideas.

The practice whichi now obt.ins so extensively of giving a c7iildl two
or thrcc namnes is to be deprccated. It strîkes us as actuafly disfiguringr
the individual ; and it certainly subjeets those who are under the noces-
sity of accostingr by mamies, cither to the hazard of being out of brcath,
of being perplexed as to whichi one of the several naies to select, or of'
giv Ziin d lieter a misnoiner. This scnscless custoin we conjecture
arises citiier froin affectation, or a %visli to please a long list of relatives,
such as grand-parents, uncles, aunts, cousins, &c., on hoth the paternal, and
maternai, side. 4pprlý-olos, to what can wc ascribe the Icnc7tailt, so niany
-people evince for having other pcoplc's clifldrcn called after themi? Is it
not one o? the lowebt and sillicst kinds o? ambition ? In connection, with
the mention o? long naines; ive are ir.clincd to relate an occurrene whichi
fell under our 0w-n observation. A person whlo had livcd tili comparative-

llate in life without heing marricd, nt lengthi pcrsuaded a young womuan
to hlave 1dmii, and a little girl %vas the first fruits of the union, (whethcr
tliere is any more fruit, the writer knows not,-it would ho an inconveni-
ence if therc e cre, for 'ivant o? namnes) and the father applied to, a parson
o? our acquaintance to baptize the child. The iniister thouglit weIl to
promise the dispensation of the ordinance. Beiore the parties 'ivere quite
re.ady for thie cercmnony, the fit-ler with a soniewhat cnibarrassed air',
nitchled up to his reverence and said, " The naine I ain going te -ive the
baby is rather a long one, and I tlioughýt well to put it on a piece o? paper."
The ininister pronouncing the prec.iution vcry considerate, the fond fhther
Iîandcd over a scrap of papor on ilîich it seciined as if lie liad been accu-
iuulating mnies ever eiîîce the child's birtli. It -was amnusing to Sec the
poor doîniinies surpri!Ec and cînharrassnicet-not unitixed 'ivith an cx-


