
TH-E CANADIAN ORNITI-1OLOGIST.

littie architects wliilc building thicir ncsts are extremcly graceful
As tho nest approachecs compiction, the maie and fema.. rnanifest
increased affection for each other. The fa-:iry-like Humi nrig-bird
coustructs its tiny nest on the upper side of a linib. The
materials uscd consi'st of soft down takecn froin the stcems of the
ferns. It is covered extern.-lly %vith lichens glucd on xvithi the
saliva of the bird, and lined internally with the soft clowny sub-
stances that fly frorn the tops of various xveeds. The xicst whien
conipleted xviii measure about one inch and a half in diameter,
and is a rnost beautifuil ahid skillful piece of workrnanship.

The I3obo i nk (Dolichonyv oiy.zivorts.)-Th is rncrry songster
places its nest iii a tLIssock- of grass in thc centre of a field or
meadow. It is comiposed of grass and soft roots, and lined
xvith feathers.

FOOD OF CANADIAN BIRDS.

There cxists a generai. and unifounided prejudice in agricultural
communities against niany of our rnost beautiful and useful. birds,
xvhichi we should like to rernove if possible.

Nearly ail the birds thiat frequent our orchards and nurseries are
insectivorous, and xvell deserve the kind protection' of the farmer
and gardener. The services of our pretty and famniliar friend the
Robin are invaluable, and the iii feeling rnanifestedtoward this bird
is quite unaccountable. The food of the Robin consists airnost
exclusively of grubs, earthworrns, and those subterraneous < ater-
pillars or cutwornis that corne out of the ear'fh to take their food;
ail these and rnany othecrs are devoured by the Robin, and if lie
shoutd occasionally taste a cherry or a plum, surely the general
interests of agriculture are of more importance than a fewv cherries.
During the breeding season a pair of Robins xviii destroy rnyriads
of noxious insects; and as the Robin raises txvo and sonietirnes
.three broods in a season, the service hie renders tHe agriculturist
in riddiuig the soul of grubs and xvornis thiat xvould destroy bis


