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spring,as theirnests suffer severclvfroin ils raid,
A terrible dlin inadle by the crows wiil soune-
timnes attract vour attention ind on apprnach-
ing nearer . ou %î'ii observe the owi înoodily
surveving his cowvardlv, black eneinies, wlio
keep at a scie ditance and gi e vent to thieir
by-gone woes %'ith thecir longues. At iast '.\-
Owi becotiles thoroughiv disgn'îec anîd niakes
li% escape to :mnle secindeci shciter, closcly
pursued by' a black cioîtd of caîcudes. 1 once
biad the good fortune to find the nest of tbis
owl with the aid of the crows. Thev wverc
asscnibled on the top of a large oak wbicl hd
a lioliow trunk. Tndging front thecir inove-
inents that soinethitng wvas tip 1 wvatcied Client.
They wouid go very necar to the cavitv
of the trec, turat thecir liuad., wisciy to
onc siclc and look in, tliac rctreat %with lond
ami angry cries. 'l'ie <)wl is ofteil dfscovcred
bv the Blue Jay, mhiich wiii give the alarin
and in a short tiime lais nuisv brcthren arc bv
his side to inolest thc owi. iThe Great Anicri.
can 1 fornma 0wl wiii neverbecoane thoronghiy
dounesticzi.cd, aitiîoutg il thrivçs in captiviîv.
The nesti xinuxilv huilt in the cavitv of soine
large trot'.

The Pileateci Woodpeckt'r %vears a bright
scarlct cre.;t, front wiiich il dcerivc-; its naine.
Its beauty andi size combine t0 înakc it the
fincst of thc specics. Thie bir-d rcinainzi %with
us dnuring tbc suainieriîncntlis. I tis asoiitarv
bird, ncver venturing, near the aboc of titan,
its favorite rcsort being a dense forest, wvhere
il wvili perch on the trunk of soute dccaved
trce and chisel awav iii searcli of iinscýct-. The
strengîli of this bird's bcak j', rcanarkable, it
niakes a largc cavity ini an apparttiy >ound
trce. The hiainmerisig ittade bi' its Iýa inav
bc heard at a great distance on a stil! dav.
Our bird is always on tic walch for eneieis
and is not casily approaclied. On firsî obscr-
ing an intrudcr lie cceases lus work andi îaîculnh
Io the top of tic tree. On conuîng nearer lie
uttcrs iiis loud, wvarning cry, and is -one 10

soinc reniotc corner cf thie forcsçt. The cry of
this bird is a iiiiiiber of loud, quick ntotes,
uttercd iii rapid %tuccession. and inay bc licard
for soute distance. We look for tU icts; it is
flot liard Io find, like ail otiiers of lte maie
fa:niiy, il is ail cxcavation cIi'ied i% 'lac side
of a dcad lrec.

TRie (:ow Ihînting, whien cotupareci with
the Crow Biackbirci, wliici il recnlhies, is
about liai! ils -iy.c. TRie Cow Bîuing appcars
about the fir-t or ,ucond weck iii April. Tbe,
go ab>outi -insaii flocks -,oaiietiinic'. accoa.i

panied bY îhi.le-~iiie B:ackhird. I u lthe
itonti'of utlnie andi JuRY îieN iîa be foulîd

liu tRie fields aanoaig large le:ads of cattle.
TieV 'Cent (fuite fearies« mid are olten ini

danger of biîag trodden tilioi 1w teie caîtie.
Tlîcy uhi'tuou iaîsects ;and have tRie pecn.-
liar habit of depositing theiir iggs ini tlic atesi'
of other birds 'aniaIler thita thecineive'., suRa
as the Suaîuanier Yellov firt! anti i:nr o! the
warbierii. TRue offspring o! iiese %mtail bird'
suiffer Severeiv iii colnsctjence, as tie vousi-
Bunting is Rrger tiian the olluers in the tesi
and secnires a greater portion o! the food: ils

growth being so rapid tRliat iii a few da% s thie
others are crowdled ito sueli a situai! space
titat tiie% die.

The Purpie Finch niakes ils appearance iii
April arad reaiains duriatg the suananiier. Thiis
species is founld more freqnvýntIv in tRie iawai
or park blian ii lte %vooclNý, altracti:ig 01W

attentlion by its beautiful -ong. lu ks one of
the flaîcat of ouîr Catuadian soaîgsters. TRie
>uîrpie Fincit butilds its nest iii a trceu i i

conîposed of vegctaible fibres. Thiis Fincla
suib.ists larglv ost insqccts.and tRac batts o! trees.

'Île Bulciier Bird reniamas with us ail tc
vear. It is a great ciieniv tu the spIarrawv andi
siuai! birds. One speciintn %vas captutred
whlti in tc act of kiliag a sparrow miiicl il
iîad foiiowvcd mb lithe barni at tiîc 0. A. C.
It passes So tjuiel frontî siirub tu slitn tRial
il fias tRuc advanltige of tlie sunall er birds. The
The Ilutcher Biti hnilcis ils nest ini a thou
trec, the nest i>eing unade cf smlail twigs anti
liiicd with fibre., of bark atid wooi.

TRuc Sparrow Iiatvk, one o! the sîiitlcsî
iiieibers of tue R Iawk famiiv, unakes ils %fi-

pearance dutring Apa-il anti renlains ail munt.
nuer. Ii- -ight iç vcrv acule. Iu xvill rc'tain
on tue top of sonie cad trc wlîcrc il can
çurvcy the ÇtcIdsN. Titis ltawk subbists largcR.%
on field iiîice and other v'erinin. Oftet. lie'
voit uuuay sec il poiset iii tic air, kccpiatg lthe
;aille position by a fluttcrhtg muotion of the
wings, titen it will ;audden lvdart Co tiaegroutad
anîd in a fcw moments risc 'with ils prcy ita
ils talons. It is inutch drcaded by te 1-aîgiih
sparrow as it inakes great lavoc ainong tnt.

The Bitte Jay. Titis beautuiful spcciiancn of
lthe bird fauniiv rinais. in soine parts o! On-
tario ail winter. Ils voicc, tîtougu lia swect.
is capable o! grcat variaution. Duning the
autuinn anti wintcr tçyabound iii large nuisi-
bers, niai<ing a great clin. The Jay is reanark-
able for ils iltieving quaiities. stealing oulica
birds cggs wiiicl il dcvours. Il i% llFn % .%


