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Privilege

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchères, B.Q.): Mr. Speaker, I 
have the honour today to associate myself with the tabling of the 
report of the Special Joint Committee on Reviewing Canada’s 
Foreign Policy, especially the tabling of the dissenting report by 
the Bloc Québécois members on the committee.

Throughout the proceedings, committee members honestly 
tried to offer an innovative vision of what Canada’s new foreign 
policy could be. For that, I want to thank and congratulate them 
wholeheartedly.

I would also like to join my colleague for Ottawa—Vanier, the 
joint chairman of the committee, in thanking all those who 
contributed in one way or another to the preparation of the 
report, especially all the Canadians and Quebecers who made 
the effort to appear before the committee or send in a brief.

However, in spite of everybody’s good will, the majority 
report is based on an interpretation of the international situation 
we cannot accept. The Bloc Quebecois’s dissenting report 
highlights the aberrations and the shortcomings of the majority 
report, offering alternatives which, we believe, are closer to 
what a foreign policy that would be both progressive and 
realistic should be.

We especially fault the government for not taking into ac
count such fundamental issues as nationalism, the emergence of 
new states and the recent arrival on the international scene of 
many new actors.

We also deplore the lack of clear guidelines regarding foreign 
aid, the interference in Quebec’s areas of jurisdiction, especially 
education and culture, and their impact on the international 
level.

Finally, we find the lack of a chapter dealing specifically with 
human rights inexplicable. Moreover, we cannot endorse the 
unjustified mistrust of the majority report for our main partner, 
the United States.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I bring this report to your attention, 
hoping that the government will find it highly instructive.

In fact, our report suggests a new agenda for what is left of 
this decade and for the beginning of the 21st century.

[English]

The new agenda we propose reflects the deep rooted values 
that Canadians want to see expressed in their foreign policy and 
the need to make strategic choices. In fact selectivity and 
criteria for selection are features of the report.

The agenda includes: reform of the major international insti
tutions of global governance, such as the United Nations and the 
international financial institutions to make them more effective, 
more transparent, more representative and more accountable; 
expanding our concept of security to include non-military 
factors and a greater specialization of the armed forces to better 
support peacekeeping operations; and promoting a rules based 
multilateral trade system and a Team Canada approach to trade 
development and foreign policy in general.

The agenda also includes: a greater emphasis on the promo
tion of Canadian culture and learning as a fundamental dimen
sion of foreign policy; a strategy for managing the complex 
relationship with the United States of America, including better 
use of the multinational mechanisms; and a reformed foreign aid 
program designed to target assistance more effectively to meet 
human development priorities.

Finally the agenda includes: strengthening foreign policy 
linkages with sustainable development and human rights; and 
continuing the democratization of Canadian foreign policy 
through dialogue and education.

[Translation]

I would like to thank the 500 witnesses who presented 
evidence to the committee during the last seven months and all 
those who sent briefs and proposals. We received approximately 
560 briefs. I would also like to thank the members of the team: 
the clerks and their personnel, the research assistants and all 
those who co-operated with us and gave us such a tremendous 
support.

[English]• (1505)

PRIVILEGEOn my own behalf, I would like to pay tribute to my col
leagues of this House and of the Senate who worked hard to 
produce what I consider to be an excellent report.

The committee members were all struck at the commitment of 
Canadians towards the very simple principle that we should 
build a better world. This report testifies of the fact that when 
working together and in unity, Canadians can make a very 
unique contribution.

Pursuant to Standing Order 109, Mr. Speaker, the committee 
asks the government to present a comprehensive response to this 
report.

SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE REVIEWING CANADA’S FOREIGN POLICY

Mr. Bob Mills (Red Deer, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
a question of privilege.

I am rising with regard to the premature release of the report 
of the Special Joint Committee Reviewing Canada’s Foreign 
Policy. It is my understanding that this report which has just 
been tabled has been in the hands of the media for almost one 
week. It has been the subject of extensive coverage and some 
articles even contain comments from members of the standing 
committee itself. Since this article was published in the French


