Momentous Session May Mean

General Election with Radi-
cal-Labor Alliance.

HOME RULE BILL UP

AGAIN ON TUESDAY.

Suggested that Asquith May be
Disposed to Make Further
Concessions, but National-
ists Will Stand Pat Against it

Bulletin—London, Mar. 20—Momen-
tous session of British Commons to-
morrow—may mean general election

with Radical-Labor alliance.
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is simmering
Both houses of parlia-
ment will train their heaviest guns up-
complicated affair on
Passions are running high
and country houses where the poli-
ticlans customarily spend the week-

Juarez, Mexico, March 29.—It was
believed here today that the assault
of General Villa on Torreon last night
was repulsed, or at best that some in-
cident unknown here prevented the at-
tack.

The last word from the rebel gener
al came at 11 o'clock last night, when
a telegram from him was quoted as
saying that the taking of the city was
not a matter of hours but of minutes.

Chihuahua, March 29.—Such news
as reached here from the front today
was unfavorable to the rebels. Wound-
ed rebel soldiers continued to arrive
by train, bringing the number now
here to 588. Several hundred other
wounded were being provided for at
Jiminez, and batches of wounded were
distributed at Paral and Santa:Ro
salia.

This evidence of the conflict at Tor
reon, with the suggestion that the
list: of dead on the rebel side neces-
Earlly would be great, led to make

been sent to all members to attend. If
the outcome of the crisis is to be a
general election in the near future,
the Radical wing of the Liberal party
will form a close alliance with the La-
bor party, the co-alition crystalizing
the platform into the battlercry “The

aristocrats against the people.”
Whatever may

Conservatives shy at.

The Westminster Gazette and the
Daily Chronicle, foremost among the
Liberal papers, are saying that Col,

Seely must relinquish his portfol!

The name of John Burns is Muse was

cussed as his probable successor.
That @ democratic

give supervision of the afmy in
hands of the sturdy

duties which the
the same levelling of the classes.

The King's actions and attitude
during the crisis are gradually be-
coming known. The attacks of the
Radicals and Laborites on the King
for his alleged interference in politics
have subsided. The Unionists are
criticising His Majesty but quietly
among themselves, ahd the Union-
{sts have the most reason to complain
of the King's policy, as would appear
from the most trustworthy accounts
of the happenings at Buckingham
during the frequent conferences which
the King had with the cabinet minis-
ters and>army officers.

The King followed his ministers ad-
vice from the beginning of the Home
Rule controversey. While maintain-
ing impartlality, apparently he had a
personal leaning toward Home Rule.

While Premier Asquith and Col.
Ceely were closeted with the King re-
cently, Major-Geperal 8iv Willlam R.
Robertson, director of military train-
ing at the war office, dccompanied by
a colleague visited the palace, accord-
ing to reliable information, and asked
to be admitted to the conferemce on
urgent business. The request was
granted and the officers announced
that they and a majority of the staff
officers would resign immediately un-
Jess the government made its peace
with the Curragh officers.

Premier Asquith’s conciliatory state-
ment to the Times, the first interview
which the Premier has granted in
office, was the result of the impres-
sion that this ultimatum had been
dellvered. .

Home Rule Bill Tomorrow.

The Home Rule bill will come up
again on Tuesday, which with the two
following days will be devoted to the
second reading. The events of the
past week have in no way modifie
the plans of the ministry regarding
proceeeding with the bill and - with
Welsh disestablishment before an ap-
peal to the country.

Fhe expectation of some opposition
journals that the government will be
bound to go under in consequence of
the military upheaval seems likely to
be disappointed. The government or-
gans declare that the ministry is as
strong as ever, pointing to Monday's
majority of 93 while even the opposi-
tion journals admit that there is
Jull after the storm of last week.

Although it has been suggested that
the premier may be disposed to make
additional concessions to Ulster to-
morrow it is asserted that the Nation-

have pronounced strongly

against any further surrender being
msde. The ministers have denied the
current rumor concerning their readi-
pess to consent to a general election
conditional upon home rule and- Welsh
digestablishment being allowed to pass
and in fact the oppesition is not in-
‘to_etiter into any negotiations

, 1t being a case of war

vl :
'%;G.lnl] is anticipated
3 government counts
¢ two principal measures

be the /merits of
their campaign, it seems to hold pos-
sibilities of vote-getting which the

government
could be carried to such lengths as to
to- the

character who
came into the limelight first as a labor
agitator would have been unthinkable
o decade ago. Yet the recognition of
the soldier as on the same plane as
the officer in the charter rights and
government pw¥o-
claimed today is a long step towards

rs reticent about the pro-
gress of the battle.

The report originated from one of
the hospitals after a wounded soldier
stated General Francisco Villa had
been wounded: slightly and compelled
to retire from the front The report is
based merely on the word of a wound-
ed soldier, who, however, insisted he
had seen Villa wounded. He declared
that for moral effect the news was
withheld from the rank of the rebel
army.

Federal Strategy Succeeds,

A German military observer who
arrived today from the fromt said:

“The federal army lured us right
into Gomez Palacio, & suburb to the
nor?h'ol ‘'orreon, before they opene

|of rifie and machine gunshotas would
have completely demoralized an ordi-
nary Mexican army. The men fell by
the score. A cotton bale platform
by the railroad tracks was so covered

ONE ILED
SEVERNL HUAT
N THAIN WRECK

Rear Truek of Dining Car Left
Rails — Woman
Window is Crushed Under
Overturned Car,

West Liberty, Ohlo,
person was killed and
«d minor injuries
train No. 3 on the Big Four Rallroad
was wrecked here late today.
rear truck of a dining car left the
tracks at a switch and the rear coach,
a chair car was hurled into & ditch.

Miss Lou Nell, aged forty-five, of
Cleveland, o passenger in the chair
car, was thrown through a window
and her body was crushed when the
car overturned. She was instantly
killed. Ten other occupants of the car
were cut ond briused.

The passenger train was bound for

BRUTAL MURDER

a Cincinnati from Detroit.

THY T KL
EPAESIOENT
OF NGARAGUA

Madrid, March 29.—A despatch re
ceived here from Barcelona says an
attempt was made today to assassin-
te Jose Santos Zelaya, former presi-
dent of Nicragua,
where Zelaya resides. A man who said
his name was Rossas, and who declar
ed that he was a Nicaraguan entered
the residence of Zelaya, drew a revol-
ver and fired at the ex-president. Ze-
laya was not hurt by the bullet. Ros-
sas was immediately overpowered and

arrested.

Replying to questions put to him by
the police, Rossas said hl;nt wl:;n
presid neibl or the
death of his uncle and that he had
been him ever since in order
to avenge his dead kinsman.

»Rep'orted That Villa
Has Been Woundéd

Injured Soldier Says Rebel Chief Had to Retire from Front —
News of Capture of Torreon Seems to have Been Prem-
ature—Strategy of Federals Succeeds.

with dead rebels that one could not
walk across it without stepping on a
bedy.,General Vila had such a large

army- that he felt he could afford to

sacrifice mihy men to get a foothold.
Almost the whole Zaragosa Brigade,
under General Bemavides was wiped
out, although I think General Bena-
vides escaped.

“Three or four daye fighting up to
the time I left failed to bring about
any results.” b

Mexico City, March 29.—With the
exception of the somewhat contradic-
tory information
press d h fc as-
surance by \General Velasco, féederal
commander at Torreon, to the war
department, both official and unoffic-
fal Mexico were in official ignorance
today of Villa's efforts to capture from
Huerta’s army that point, the occupa-
tion of which, at this time, is regard-
ed by military men as essertial to the
early success of elther side.

President Huerta is shewing con-
cern, but lack of telegraph communi-
cation has prevented General Velasco
from rendering any but the most
meagre reports of the operations, and
the president and the war minlster
have found an outlet for their ener-
gles by sending forward eyery avail-
able detachment of troops as rein.
forcements.

The government asserts that Gen-
eral Velasco had under his“tommand
from twelve thousand to fifteen thou-
sand men, and with the reinforce-
engs under General Moure and minor
forces reported emroute there should
be facing Villa before he can claim
Torreon from fifteen thousand to
Ay th 5 Paddray

That President Hx:rh'ia has n;y \::;t‘

-aband g the n '

congress on. Wednesday are under
way and there is no apparent reason
to believe the president intends to
loge the 50,000,000 pesos for which he
arranged last week with the bankers.
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POLIGE GET
CHINESE 0
FAN TAN PARTY

Halifax Laundry Raided and
Twenty-one Celestials Are
Caught at Game—All Land-
ed in Jail,

——

Halifax, March 29.—The biggest
raid of Chinese that ever occurred in
this city took place tonight when three
detectives and a half dozen police:
men unexpectedly entered a Chinese
laundry on Sackville street. In the
big room upstairs twenty-one China-
men were busy engaged gambling the
game of Fan Tan being played for
large stakes. There was a wild rush
for the exits when the police entered
but the officers got all the celestials,
the money and the gambling parapher-
nflia. They were all taken to jail.
One th d persons bled out+
side while the police were within,

N NEW YOBK

Man  Found in Cellar Was
Chocked to Death with Belt
and His Skull Crushed in
With Axe.

New York, March 29.~—Arthur J,
Slevin, sald to be a graduate of St.
Francis College, Montreal, was found
raurdered in the cellar of a Sixth Ave-
nue saloon where he was employed,
today, He had been choked to death
% a belt and his skull cleft with an
axe, The pockets of the clothes were
inside out, but the police that ‘as
Slevin was without money they did
not: believe robbery was’the motive
ofghe crime. An employee of the sa-
! is being sought. !

Slevin, , twenty-six years old, form-
erly a sale for a Chi ki
house, was sald to be the son of the
owner of a chain of barbershops in
Boston. Letters and postal cards from

a young woman living up-state were
in Slevin's' pocket, ..

contalned in the|S.

Bay Canal Commis-
ers Have Extensive
ogramme Laid Out-__

RANGE OF —
SUBJECTS INCLUDED.

, 29—The order in coun-
‘Messrs. W, 8. Evans, F,

pd Bay Canal specifies
8 detail the nature and
inguiry. The commiss-
Apstructed to study the
tation problem in rela-

on the rate regula-
west bound traffic;

g new {industries

of cheap transportation of
1 t that cannot be
raily the probable volume
on aceount of such

1 system through this
the problem of lake trans-
lly including the
ge of Canadian
United States

X Hng. routes in
ence 4n ‘course of construction;
the mic advantages of the water
way in regard to western grain export;
the development of the iron industry
and other mineral resources, of the
pulp industry, of water power develop-
ment and trade development general:
ly.

The commissioners are also in-
structed to consider the position of
the existing and projected Gulf lines
via Galveston, and what their influence
would be regarding diversion of traf-
fic from the lakes and St. Lawrence
route; also the effect upon the move-
ment of the trafic by the opening of
the Hudson Bay and Pacific and Pan.
ama routes, There is also an Instruc-
tion for the commissioners to investi-
gaté ocean and insurance rates, termi-
nal facilities, storage at the head of
the lakes and the seaboard, and the
possibility of Nova Scotia supplying
coal to some Ontarlo points at a
cheaper freight rate than it now
costs to bring it from the United
States. .

The magnitude and variety of the
subjects which the commissioners are
instructed to Investigate make it fair.
1y certain that their work will extend
over a couple of years,

GED. W, FOMLER WIL
LIELY BE ONE
0F THE SPEAKERS

Will Probably Be One of East-
ern  Members Heard this
Week in the Transcontinen-
tal D‘ebate.___

Speclal to The Standard.

Ottawa, March 29.—It is expected
that the debate on the Natlona] Trans-
continental . Rallway investigating
committee report will consume the
first three days, if not longer of the
coming week, and that the' division
will come on Wednesday or Thurs-
day. When the House resumes tomor-
row the first speaker for the govern-
ment side will probably be A, C.
Boyce, of Algoma. It is regarded as
likely that Hastern members will be
heard during the week, Mr. George
W. Fowler, of Kings-Albert being
among the probable speakers, ’

——— e ——

DOWAGER EMPRESS OF
JAPAN SERIOUSLY ILL

Tokio, Mar. 20—The Dowager Em-
press Haruko, who is uffering from
angina pectoris, continues in a serious
condition at the Imperial villa at Uu-
mazo, & watering place southwest fo
Yokohama. Court physicians are in
attendance. .
——— S —— {

WIRELESS BETWEEN LAEKE

) AND EIFFEL TOWER.

Paris, March 28 —Communication
by wireless telephone between Laek:

CSPAER,
MG CLENED
- INSERALY

Expected Government Wil
Have Complete Statement of
C.N.R.'s Affairs Today——At-
titude of Opponents Less
Uncompromising,

8pecial to The Standard.

Ottawa, March 29It is expected

that a complete statement regarding
the affairs of the Canadign Northern
Rallway as prepared by the govern-
ment’s auditors will be ini the hands
of the government tomorrow. For ten
days they have been at work examin-
ing into the labilities and assets of
that railway for the purpose of enabl-
ing the administration to come to a
decision as to whether or not a fur
ther issue of C. N, R. bonds should“be
guaranteed.
‘While nothing official can be obtain-
ed the air seems to be clearer than
it was a few days ago, and it is ob-
served that those who were so bitter-
ly opposed some time ago to the gov-
ernment taking steps which would
enable Mackenzie and Mann to raise
funds t¢ complete the road are less
uncomprosing in their attitude. It ls
said that one of the proposals which
meets with most favor by the leaders
of the Comservative party, and the
most responsible men in the opposi-
tion, éa a complete reorganization of
the Canadian Northern and the pos-
sible creation of a holding company.
The view is expressed tonight that in
any case the present management will
become subsidiary.

U. 5. SENATE

<! JELAYING THE
“ HEPENL Bike

Prolonged Fillibuster in Upper
Chamber Reported —Verbal
Warfare Raged Saturday—
Another Bill Introduced.

®
‘Washington, Mar. 28.—Reports that
an organized efforts would be made in
the Senate to delay the passage of the
bill repealing the Panama toll exemp-
tion arounsed adminstration leaders
today, while general debate of the
issue in the house dontinued to hold
the public interest.

The intifhation that a prolonged
filibuster in the Senate has been deter
mined upon, now that the first decisive
battle had been won by the president,
was reported to several senatorial
supporters of the administration, and
it was suggested that Senator O'Gor-
man, chairman of the committee on in-
ter-oceanic canals, already was delay-
ing consideration on the measure by
his committee.

“There will be. no meeting of the
committee,” Senator O'Gorman assert-
ed, until after the bill comes over from
the house, which probably will not be
until next Wednesday.”

How long the issue would be held in
committee Senator O'Gorman would
not predict, declaring there were other
fmportant matters of legislation to
Keep the Senate busy, such as anti-
trust and appropriation bills.

Debate on the repeal bill today was
spirited on both sides, party lines be-
ing disregarded. The verbal warfare
raged throughout the day, holding the
interest of the house membership as
no debate has for many a day. In com-
mittee rooms, however, conferences of
leaders were in progress where yester-
day’s divisiow In the Democratic ranks
was. discussed.

Senator Reed of Missouri injected a
new phase into the situation late to-
day by introducing a bill to repeal the
toll exemption on American ships but
providing further that foreign vessels
might enter into the coastwise trade.
He sought, he said, “to break up any
existing American monopoly in cost-
wise shipping.”

1.E. LINCISTER, M. .
15 SEMMUSLY L

Suffering  from  Stomach
Trouble—Friends Alarmed,
Will Have Him Removed to
His Home, '

Special to The Standard.
Ottawa, March 29.—E. A. Lancaster,
chairman of the- Railway Committee

en, a suburb of Brussels, and Kiffel
Tower, was established tonight, and
the volce of a.tenor singing at Laeken
could be heard, ‘
This was matle possible through a!

new and powerful microphone lnven'
tion by an Ttallan engineer.

of the Commons, is suffering from
stomach- trouble. His friends are some-
what alarmed and he will be removed
to his home in Lincoln, Ont, Mr. Lan-
caster has not been looking well for
some time.

TRURO

0 PEOPLE DRIVEN
FROM HOUSE BY FIRE |

HOUSES ARE

DURIED UNDER
MOUNTAN SLDE

Portion of Mountain Detached
by Seisn)ic Disturbance
Blots Out Farms and Cot-
tages.

Brive, France, March 30.—A large
section of a mountain has become de-
tached by seismic disturbances and is
slowly sliding down the valley sweep-
ing over everything in its path. Al-
ready a number of farms and cottages
have been blotted out, and the high
roads from Brive and Lanteuil have
been destroyed for more than half a
mile,

Heavy rumblings indicate that the
mass is gaining headway, and the in-
habitants are fleeing from their houses.
Government engineers are seeking a
means to limit the extent of the di
aster,

PEAR S
LETTER FAON
STEFMNSSON

soted this Summer"s Work

“B8° T Progress Along|psi

Whole Lake Route from
Lake Simcoe to Georgian
Bay.

New York, Mar. 29—Confidence in
the safety of those on board the Kar-
luk of the Stefansson expedition,
whihh was lost track of months ago
in the Arctic ice, is expressed by the
explorer in a letter to Rear Admiral
Robert E. Peary.

In the letter, which was dater Fort
MacPherson, February 14, and post-
marked Dawson, March 5th, and which
was made public tonight by Admirai
Peary, Stefansson, referring to the
Karluk wrote that Bartlett is entirely
capable of doing whatever can be
done and I am sure can do something
looking to the safety of those on board
it they should have to land on Banks
Land. I shall try to winter next year
on Banks or Prince Patrick with the

Sachs.
————

SUSSEX T0 LOSE ONE
OF 175 BEST CITIZENS

H. H. Dryden Leaving for Truro
Where He Will Locate —
Masons Tender Him a Fare-
well,

Sussex, Mar. 28—A social gathering
of the Freemasons wag held here Fri-
day night in the spacious hall of Zion
Lodge, the occasion being the depar-
ture of H. H. Dryden, who has resided
here all his life and by his ability and
energy has made for himself a promi-
nent place in the community. Mr.
Dryden s going to Truro where he
has purchased a plumbing and tin.
smith business. The gathering was
a mark of appreciatjon of Mr. Dryden,
both as a citizen ahd craftsman. Dur-
ing the evening He was presented with
2 Masonic charm. The presentation
was made by W. D, Turner, W. M. of
Zion Lodge, and deputy mayor of the
town, who spoke appreciatively of the
work and character of Mr. Dryden and
voiced the general regret at his de-
parture. Ex-Mayor McLean, Ex-May-
or Perry, J. M. McIntyre, Postmaster
Kinnear, . Manager Forsyth of the
Bank of®N. B., Collector of Customs
Kirk, A. E. Pearsons and others also
paid tributes to the worth of Mr. Dry-
den and expressed regret at his de-
parture. The meeting broke up with
bhandshaking all round and hearty
wishes for the prosperity of Mr. and
Mre. Dryden in their new home.
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CHARLOTTETOWN HARBOR
18 FREE OF ICE,

Charlottetown, P. E. I, March 29—
Charlottetown harbor closed for three
months by ice was opéned yesterday
by the winter steamer Karl Grey.
She will run now from this port to

Pictou till opening of spring naviga-
tion. !

Jamount to weveral
|The Bates' building may be regarded

PRICE TWO CENTS

Compelled to Leave Clothing \

Behind in Retreat from
Burning Building.

THREE FIRES WITHIN
TWENTY-FOUR HOURS.

——

Considerable Property Dam-
age but Most of the Losses
Are Well Covered by Insur-
O i

Truro, N. 8., Mar, 20—Three, fires
within twenty-four hours caused a loss
of considerable property distributed
among quite a pumber of owners and
fairly well insured so,far as the in-
dividual losses are concerned. A blaze
in W. M. Lawrence's residence caused
a loss of $1,600 to the building and
$500 to the contents. At midnight last
night fire in dry goods shop owned by
W. A. Wade, Asyrian, caused loss of

2,000,

Along toward three o'clock this
morning the fireman were agin called
Qut by an alarm for a more serious
conflagration in the west end of the
town. Fire was observed breaking out
from the roof of a set of interlocked
buildings owned by M. E. Bates.

The occupants of the buildings were
Jas, Morgan, confectionery, John C.
Waite, tailoring and Reid’s. Victoria
Dairy.

In the upper portion Mrs. F. Crowe
conducted a boarding house. Mrs.
Reid was awakened by the noise of
burning timber and made efforts to
rouse the other occupants.

An alarm was,sent in and@ when as-
arived iderable difficulty
was experienced in getting all the *
sleeping people out. Some were com-
pelled to leave all clothing behind and
flee to the street. The fire depart-
ment confined the actual destruction
of property to the upper portion of the
building and daylight revealed most«
of the furniture furnishings and cloth-

ing intact, but drenched with wateér »

The building is damaged beyond e
r. ;
Morgan’s loss through smoke and
water will be about $800 insured for
$6,000., John C. Waite's loss will be
$600, insurance $325. Reld’s Dairy
damaged $300. Mrs, Crowe's loss will
hundred dollara.

as a total loss, insurance $3,500,
e e

WL RUSH TH
B ON WEST
OE WHIRNES

Maritime Dredging and Con-
struction Company Has Pur-
chased Connolly Plant and
Expects to Complete  Work
Within Contract Time.

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, March 29.—As the result of
the visit to Ottawa on Saturday of
Manning W. Doherty, managing di«
rector of the Maritime Dredging and
Construction Company arragemets
have bee completed whereby the Mari-
time Company in closing up the Con-
nolly Company contract for the new
wharves at West St. John, have pur-
chased and taken over the entire Con
nolly plant,

When seen by The Standard on
Saturday Mr. Doherty said, “The Mari-
time Dredging and Construction Coms-
pany have purchased the Conmolly
plant. Work on the wharf contracte
will now be rushed to completion at
the earliest possible moment. We
do not anticipate any delay or diffi-
culty in finishing the work well with.
in the contract time.” Mr. Doherty
left Ottawa for New York-on Saturday
night and will return to St. John on
Thursday.

LONE BANDIT LODTS
EXPAESS SAFE ON

FAST PAGGENGER TRAIN

Columbia, 8. C,, March 28.—A lone
bandit looted the express safe of the
Seaboard Air line train number 2,
Tampa tp New York, hare tonight,
taking one package sald to be of
small value, and jumping from the
train as it slowed down for a crossing,
The robber made his escape. The
mail and passenger coaches were not
disturbed.

The robbery occurred just as the
train was pulling out of Columbia
and the robber forced the express

messenker to hold the strong box by
holding a pistol at his head.
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