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~ RESULT OF THE INQUIRY

Investigating Committee Report in Effect that Wisely and
Dunham. be Suspended—Ald. Potts and Vanwart are
Criticized—Former Gets Wrathy and Makes Attack on Ald.
Jones—The Report in Full |

The report of the market investiga-
iing committee presented at yester-

day afternoon’s meeting of the common
council, was of an intensely surprising
nature. The reading of it was followed
by an explosion on the part of Ald. _Pott;a,
who attacked the findings of the commit-
tee. The chief object of his wrath, how-
ever, seemed to be Ald. Jones, upon
whom he made a direct personal attack,
eharging him with having packed the com-
mittee, thus securing a verdiet against
him. Ald. Vanwart said very little, mere-
ly remarking that he had not broken the
law against forestalling more than any of
the other merchants of the city in his line
of business. .

The report as read by the common clerk
recites, among other things, that as Ald.
Vanwart did not deny that he had been
guilty of forestalling, the committee was
of opinion that he would find it difficult
to reconcile such acts with the duties and
responsibilities which, as chairman of the
safety board, he would naturally be cx-
pected to fulfill. The results of the com-
petitive system of collecting the tolls, the
ccommittee states, have been productive of
a state of matters which cannot be jus-
tified except trom a selfish standpoint.

“Tt would appear from the evidence,”
the report goes om, “that Ald. Potts as-
sumed the right to dispose as he saw fit
and proper the unalloted epaces and re-
ceived therefrom rentals from .850 to $60
a year from those who occupied them in
addition to the other tolls which by law
he had a right to collect. Under these
circumstances your committee are of opin-
Jon that the'funds ‘derived by the Jessce
from the: rentals’ as ‘described have been
diverted from ‘their’ legitimate channels
and found their way to the pockets of a
private indivi@ual.”’ :

The -final finding jof the committee ﬁ!!
to. the effect that Director Wisely and Mr.
Dunham should be suspended and that the
market be taken from under the control
of the board of safety and placed with
a market committee consisting of four
members of the council with his worship
as chairman. In a report which had been
previously drawn up by the committee,
however, and which was revised, they
recommended the dismissal of Director
Wisely and Market Clerk Dunham.

The Report

Following is the full text of the report
as it will be considered at the special
meeting of the common council called for
next Monday afternoon: ,
To His Worship the Mayor and Members

of the Common Council:

Gentlemen,—Your committee appointed
to investigate conditions in the -city mar-
ket ‘herewith submit their report.

The resolution under which the inves-
tigation was held is as follows:
 “Whereas in view of the complaints
made by patrons of the country market
and others that the rules and regulations
governing the same are openly and flag-
rantly violated; and

“Whereas, we believe such conditions
exist within the knowledge of officials;
and ; '

. “Whereas the revenues of said market
are not satisfactorily accounted for;

“Pherefore resolved, that a full inquiry
be held into this matter, and that a com-
mittee of three be appointed to investi-
gate the same under the statute, and that
the recorder attend and conduct such in-
quiry."

The committee, composed of Aldermen
Jones, Wigmore, Hayes and Elkin with
Recorder Baxter, conducted the examin-
ation of the witnesses in the city hall,
.where the investigation was held.

The witnesses were examined under
oath and their testimony taken down in
shorthand. A copy of the evidence is at-
tached to this report.

In it we find that Director Wisely has
occupied this position since 1889. He as
clerk of the market is directly responsible
to the council for his acts. W. C. Dun-
ham is his deputy, and as such official the
latter has general supervision over the
internal affairs of the city market build-

Ing.

It is his duty to see that the building
is kept in a cleanly state and to look
after the enforcement of the by-laws.

Mr. Wisely swears that it was in either
May or June last that\became aware
that the lessee of the toWs was charging
for space in the market. but he evidently
did not consider that act on the part of
the lessee in any way improper for he
does not seem to have made any effort
to stop it mor does he appear to have
called the attention of the board of pub-
lic safety to the matter at all.

Not only did the director become aware
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of these transactions on the part of the
toll collector but, according to several of
the witnesses, he actually suggested and
advised them to go to Mr. Potts and
make arrangements for buying places.

Two witnesses go so far as to say that
the director had told them Mr. Potts
could sell stands.

Mr. Dunham as deputy clerk of the
market would not be likely to say or do
anything that would in any way diseredit
his superior official, especially in view of
the fact that their relations have always
been cordial and of a friendly character.

Mr. Dunham states that Director Wise:
ly volunteered - this information to .him
one morning in the market:

“We have given Frank the privilege of
getting all he can out of the stands that
are not sold.” :

If this remark correctly represents the
mind of the director in the matter, the
inference would naturally be that there
may have been some understanding be-
tween himself and the lessee of the tolls
concerning the “privileges” so frequently
referred to in the evidence.

The Director

Many of the questions put by the record-
er to Mr. Wisely and the latter’s replies
thereto, would seem to confirm the opinion
of your committee, that Director Wisely
had either a very imperfect knowledge of
his duty as chief executive officer of the
market, or else was very remiss in his duty
as such official.

“For nine years” Mr. Dunham says he
has been deputy clerk. Just after the sale
of the tolls to Roy Potts in 1909, Mr. Dun-
ham swears that F. L. Potts in the pres-
ence of Director Wisely asked if his (Potts’)
son would have the privileges that he him-
self formerly enjoyed, which Mr. Dunham
interpreted to mean that Roy Potts could
do as his father had done, ‘lease stands
to some people who wanted to use them
provided the director was satisfied.”

To the next question of the recorder:
““Had that conversation any meaning?”’ Mr.
Dumham replied, “It did not strike me as
having any,” and in the next breath he
declares ‘“he never knew the lessee of the
tolls let any stands.

Later, Mr. Dunham seems to contradict
himself as will appear by his replies to
these questions put by the recorder:

‘Recorder—About 1906,as far as you know,
did the lessee sell any places? !

A.—No. -

Q.—When did this begin?

A.—Three years ‘ago, 1907.

Q. —The lessee began to sell places in the
market to people who applied?

A—Yes.

Q.—Who bought them?

A—In 1907 Hamm and Armstrong.

Q.—How did that come to your know-
ledge?

. A—By Mr. Hamm telling me he was pay-
iggstoo much for his stand. 'I think it was

Q.—Did that seem to you to be regular?

A.—It was unusual.

Q—Did you report?

A.—No.

As deputy clerk, Mr. Dunham says he
assigned the stands which included all
those leased by Mr. Potts. He knew bet-
ter than any other official what rights had
been sold by the|city and when he assign-
ed the stands that were not thus disposed
of_, he must have at least suspected, if he
did not actually know that the lessee was
deriving some revenue from them, which
practice your committee believe should
have been reported to the board of public
safety when he became aware of it.

Mr. Dunham pleads as his excuse for his
seeming neglect to report those persons en-
gaged in forestalling, that certain offenders
were let off by the police magistrate, and
because of the opinion of the late recorder
that the by-laws were defective, and that
their enforcement might involve needless
litigation. Whether or not the deputy
clerk was so advised, the eircumstances
should have been reported to the board of
public safety, and a remedy of the griev-
ance might have been provided.

As a guardian of the city’s interests in
the market building, Mr. Dunham unques-
tionably failed to do his duty,and as a re-
sult of his neglect a sort of “go as you
please” system was established and has ex-
isted for many years.

For upwards of 18 or 20 years Mr. F. L.
Potts says he has been lessee of the market
and prior to that time he was with his
uncle who was then lessee.

At that time he says “The city sold the
butchers’ stands and stalls and the other
parts of°the market not disposed of be-
came the property of the collector, which
formerly were sold by the city.”

By reference to the evidence of the de-
puty clerk of the market that official de-
clares that it was in the year 1909 Roy
Potta came into the market, and then it
was that the practice of renting stalls by
the lessee began. Mr. F. L. Potts himself
says that he came back in the previous,
1908. Then it was, he states, that he ask-|
ed Director Wisely if he could have the
same privileges as Akerley, his predecessor,
had enjoyed. Again this witness says: :

“In the year 1907-8 I decided to enter in-
to some other line of business. I made up
my mind to run as alderman. Just pre-
‘vious a few months before the election, I
caused to be paid anything I owed the
city, in the Bank of New Brunswick in the
way of notes. I wanted to step out of the
market business. I knew my position and

wanted to clear myself. I called the di-
rector, the clerk and my son together and!
told them I was going to leave the market|
connection as much as I can, and I asked|
the director if he woyld accept my son as|
collector of tolls, this was for the last two |
months of my reign there.”

If this statement means anything, and,
if it can be relied upon, it means that Mr. |
Potts’ intention was to sever his connec-'
tion with the market at the time he offered |
himself as a candidate for alderman at|
large. Did he withdraw altogether from |
the market? The evidence does not show |
that he did. Mr. Howe, Babkirk, Belyea!
and Hamm and other witnesses swear that |
| they had arranged with Alderman Potts:
 for stands since the election, paying himi
| certain rentals per week for the use of!
. such space.
| It is not necessary to quote the evidence!
| at greater
| sents itself to your committee
! ly summarized:

| Discreditable

o The investigation revealed a state of
| affairs that reflects discredit upon all per-
1 sons having to do with the supervision of
fthe internal arrangements of the building
a8 well as the general administration of

is thus brief- |

the city market laws. The evilence shows
either an mexcusable ignorance by officials
of the rules and regulations ordained by

the common council, with regard to the
sale of provisions and certain other artic-
les with the city, or a disregard of their
intent and meaning, for there seems to
have grown up with the rystem of ad-
ministration, a practice which opened the
door to abuse and gave large opportuni-
ties to those in charge for wrong doing,
with but little prospect of .their detection.
While certain irregularities have been dis-|
closed their nature and extent, however,
are not such as would warrant your com-
mittee concluding that there has been any
systematic endeavor, on the part of those
responsible for them, to defraud the city.
Both the director of the department and
his assistant admitted they had placed
themselves under obligations to stall own-
ers and others by way of accommodation
for monies loaned or in exchange of notes
of hand. This practice we know is com-
mon enough in ordinary. business meth-
ods, but we believe it could not be main-
tained between officials and those over
whom they have to exercise an adminis-
trative control, without imperilling the
discipline and efficiency of the market staff
in the performance of their duties. Wheth<
er to this too familiar relationship be-|
tween the officials and tenants of the
market building or some other cause, is due
the loose methods found to exist, your com-
inittee are not prepared to say; there has,
however, prevailed for many years what
is commonly known as forestalling, which
is in direct violation’ of the market by-
laws and which practice does not seem to
have been confined to thicse occupying
stalls in the building for it has bee1. open-
ly and flagrantly carried on by
merchants outside of the market.
To refer to this matter is simply
to repeat a notorious fact. At mo time
does there seem to have been a determin-
ed effort on the part of the officials to
follow up and punish offenders. Perhaps,
the carelessness or indifference displayed !
by the officials in the enforcement of this
section of the by-law, may be due to the
fact that the chairman of the board of:
safety was one of those who took these|
unauthorized liberties. Alderman Van-|
wart does not deny that he violated the!
provisions of the law in this respect, and, |
therefore, it will be difficult, we believe, |
for him to reconcile such acts, with these]
other duties and responsibilities which, as!
chairman of the.board of safety, he would |
giz‘tura]ly be expected to discharge and ful-!

1 i
Now with regard to,the collection of!
tolls. Whatever may have been the re-;
sult of the competitive system of leasing|
the tolls in the past, the operation of the!
system during the past few years con-!
clusively proves the existence of a practice
which cannot be justifidd by any sense of |
reason unless from the standpoint of a:
personal and selfish interest. By way of |
explanation it may be stated that some;
stalls and portions of the market are an-i
nually sold at public auction, as well as:
the tollage, or right to collect tolls, upon|
all articles of produce of the farm and
garden brought to the market and expos- |
ed for sale. It appears, however, from the|
evidence that the unallotted or undesignat-,
ed stalls or stands, are not thus disposed :
of at an upset price as is the case in the,
instances referred to. It would appear |
from the evidence that Alderman Potts|
assumed the right to dispose as he sawi
fit and proper the unallotted spaces men-|
tioned and received therefrom rentn]si
from $50 to $60 per year, from those who|
occupied them in addition to the other|
tolls which by law he had a right to col-'
lect. There is no doubt that the lessee!
of the tolls had purchased only the right '
to collect the tolls on produce, etc., and!
therefore, had not authority to appropri-|
ate to his own use the sums of money he/
collected in rentals. Under these circum-|
stances your committee are of opinion that |
the_funds, derived by the lessee from rent-|
als as described, have been diverted from|
their legitimate channels and found their,
way to the pockets of a private indivxu-%‘
ual. !
«Your committee find that the relations|
of Ald. Potts to market affairs have not!
been in accord with his duties as a mem-!
ber of the city council; that the relations !
of Ald. Vanwart with the city market are’
such as would appear to your committee,
as inconsistent with his duties as chair-
man of the board of public safety; your:
committee also find that the clerk and
deputy clerk failed in the discharge of
their respective duties and recommend
that they be suspended. |

“Your committee recommend that the!
by-law be revised and brought in line
with present requirements and that the!

i sale of tolls to outside parties discontinue

when the contract with the present lessee
expires, and that in the meantime the,
rules and regulations as they apply to the
market be strictly enforced.

“That the service of markets be with-
drawn from the control of th'e department '
of public safety and that the markets be,
managed by a committee of the common|
council to be called the market committee |
to be composed of four members of the:
common council, his worship the mayor.
being one of the committee and also chair- |
man thereof.

“Respectfully submitted,
“J. B. JONES, :
“R. T. HAYES, t
)
|

“R. W. WIGMORE,
“E. C. ELKIN.”

Ald. Potts Wrathy

As soon as the common clerk had fin-
ished reading the report Ald. Potts rose,
to his feet: i

I would like to ask if this report of the:
committee i8 a unanimous one. |

Ald. Jones—] may say, your worship,!
that it is. !

Ald. Potts then proceeded to make an'
attack on the report. He found fault
with it, he alleged, because some of the
things which had come out in the evi-!
dence were not mentioned in it. All the
blame for instituting the things com-;
plained of had been laid on him. Mr.;
Akerley while on the stand said that the
lessee of the market tolls had been sell-|

ing space eighteen years before he had K == . i
: > He contended that the committee| Potts to confine himself to the subject in
length, the situation as it pre-ihad no right to condemn him and pro- hand.”

got in.

ceeded to criticize Ald. Jones in connec-

tion with the administration of the liquor| don’t care.
{iwould rather be st
Ald. Jones here rose to a point of <»r-}siﬂing where Ald.

license law.

der. He asked his worship to keep Aild.|

Potts to the discussion of the veport of |if such a report had been brought in about
|me that 1 would say nothing and accept
| their judgment.”

the committee.
Mayor Frink—“Ald. Jones' point of or-
der is very well taken. I must ask Ald.!
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OKER’S SKATES

Made With ‘Characteristic “Boker” Skill and Care
Built for Service and Durability

‘‘METEOR RACER’’

Extra fine quality crucible steel runners 1-16 in. ice bearing
surface, full nickel plated and polished tubular long racing skate,
double heel supports of special new design, built for speed and
strength. Very fast and strong; thoroughly recommended.

No. R71-2--101-2, 11, 111-2 inch. Per pair .... $4.26

6ckey Skate, fine hang

s, perpendicular supports

g // late to fit men’s boot, right

Y/d reinforced ; full njckel plated.
esign. N\

1,111-2,

double end heel
and left sole p

® inch. Pd

7 \

e,

L

tempered fiteel runners, Hogkep
ckel platefs '

,11, 11 ¥ inch. Pg

runners with puck stop™N\g
No. X635 1-2—9, 91-2,

“PRIDE,’’ LADIES

Eitru fine quality welded and hand tempered steel runners,
fancy skate, curved; full nickel plated and fine finish; right and

left sole: plates. :
1 Neo. H447-P—9, 9 1-2, 10, 101-2 inch. Per pair .... $3.00

e o=
SBOKERS EHA
& A A

“DAISY,”” LADIES

Best welded and tempered steel runners, fancy skate, curved ;

full nickel plated. ' .
No. H412—81-2, 9, 91-2, 10, 101-2 inch. Per pair $1.40

“HALIFAX PATTERN”’

The popular self-fastening skate, simple in construction and
strongly made. Easily repaired in case of accident, as duplicate
parts can always be obtained.

‘ No. 9 steel runners, curved, full nickel plated and

polished. Per pair .... sl G e
No. 5 same as above, but ordinary finish. Per pair 50c.
Sizes 71-2, 8,812, 9,912, 10,101-2,11, 11 1-2, 12 inch -

GENUINE “LONG

No. HX5, Men’s—Runners of best quality welded
steel and iron highly tempered, 13, 13 1-2, 14, 14 1-2, 15,
151-2, 16, 161-2, 17, 171-2, 18 inch. Per pair $2

No. HX5, Boys’—Same pattern, but cheaper grade
12, 121-2, 13, 131-2, 14 inch. Per pair .. ... $1.40

When ordering skates please observe the following Table
Giving Comparative Sizes of Shoes and Skates:
MISSES’ AND LADIES
9

Mo ofghoe ... 1E 13 1 2 3 ¢ 5
Size of skate, in. 81-2 8129 912912101012 1

BOYS’ AND MEN'S

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 3
1-2 91-2 10 101-2 101-2 11 111-2 111.2 12

6
01-2

No. of shoe .. 1
Size of skate, 11. 9 9

T. McAVITY & SON

kate, straight.

i
!
!
!
i

‘‘METEOR HOCKEY”
Extra fine quality tool steel runners, Hockey Skate, fine hand

tempered straight tubular pattern

double end heel supports, large plate to fit men’s heel, right and

left sole plates, with triple supports, runners 1-8 inch ice bearing

surface; full nickel plated and polished.
Acknowledged to be the strongest and lightest

of the tubular design made.
No. §5571-2—101-2, 11, 111-2

with special design supports,

Hoékey Skate
inch. Per pair .... $3.60

KER'S LM
‘DOMINION"’
Best quality welded and tempered steel runners, Hockey

Skate, straight with puek stop, double end heel supports, large
heel plate to fit men’s boot, right and left sole plates; full nickel

plated.

No. J92—91-2

¥

“PEERLESS”’ i
Best steel runners, natural temper, Hockey Skate, straight

with puck stop, double end heel supports, with small heel plate to
fit men’s and boys’ boot; nickel plated.
No. H6851-2—91-2, 10, 101-2, 11, 111-2 in. Per pair $1.00

‘*“HOCKEY CLUB”’

Best steel runners, natural temper, Hockey Skate, ordinary
bright finish, straight. A cheap and good boys’ Hockey Skate.
No. X530 1-4—8, 81-2, 9, 91-2, 10,101-2, 11, 111-2,

12 inch. Per pair .

. .85¢.

‘““BEAUTY,”

wd

Steel runners natural temper,

skating ; nickel plated.

No. X415 1.2—81-2, 9, 91-2, 10, 10 1-2 inch. Per pair 70¢.

'

Best quality welded and tempered steel runners, fancy skate,

curved for fancy and regular

This skate is designed especially for ladies and children. It

clamps the sole the same as the Halifax Pattern Skate,

while the

heel is secured by a leather band and strap.
No. 9-H.C. Steel runners, curved, full nickel plated

. and polished. Per pair ...

No. 5-H.C. Same as above, but

’l

LADIES o

curved, coneaved so as to make the skate lighter and nicer appear-
ing without weakening; full nickel plated. ,

. The most popular ladies’ skate; copied by all otker makers.

" No. H414—81-2, 9, 91-2, 10, 101-2 inch. Per pair $1.76
: e i — e
‘ Ll : /j[ HENRYY / /L _
«ORESCENT,” LADIES -

o sese s ses

i'ini.sh. Per

. $1.50
ordinary
10

I L FSETEE
secenocoece

B A8

. The runners of this skate are perforated making it much
lighter. The quality is the same as the No. HX5 Men’s.

No. H30—131-2, 1412, 151-2,

17,17 1-2 in. Per pair $2.50

HOCKEY STICKS, hand made from selected: stock and oiled.
Boys’ Expert 20c. Boys’ Junior 20c. Men’s Amateur 30c. ea.

Progress, pinned 50c. each.

Goal Sticks 60c. ea.

HOCKEY PUCKS—Juvenile 10c .each. Regulation 20c. each

SKATE STRAPS, inches ....
Per. pair ..

SCREWS FOR HOCKEY SKATES

S,

ST. JOHN, N. B. ‘

21

.. 380 36 42
.1Be.

20c. 20c. 25c.
Bc. per package

LTD.

d

e s———
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report. All I want is a measure of com-
mon justice. The committee was packed
by Ald. Jones as soon as my back was
turned.”

Ald. Jones—'I again rise to a point of
order. It is not true.”

Ald. Potts—“But it is true.”

Ald. Jones—“Mayor Frink is the only
authority vou can appeal to and he says
it is not trye.”

Ald., Pottse—“Your worship, is it

Potts—“Well it's out now and 1
1 tell you, though, that I
anding where I am than
Jones is.”

Ald. Potts, that

Ald.

His worship+‘1 think,

Ald. Potts—“But I wili not accept their not

true that Ald. Jones came to you in your
office and asked you to put Ald. Hayes
on the committee?”

Mayor Frink—"“Yes, 1 think he did.”

Ald. Potts, continuing his speech, said
that all he wanted was a fair measure of
justice. He proceeded to defend the mar-
ket clerk who, he said, had tried to en-
force the laws till he found that the po-
lice magistrate and the chairman of the
safety board were arrayed against him,

Referring to Director Wisely, he declared
he had always regarded him in the same
light as the fifth wheel of a coach. At
the time of the union of the city and
Portland, however, Mr. Wisely’s friends
had had sufficient influence to get him in-
stalled as director of public safety. “The
fighters of the North End, your worship,
are now getting few. They are good fight-
ers. however, and never forget and they
(Continude on page 9, seventh column.)




