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Mr. CLARXE. Wbat did the minister
say as to supplying tents for the cadets?

The MINISTER 0F MILITIA AND DE-
FENCE. We really bave not tbe tents
available. If I could I would gladly facili-
tate the cadets la securlng tents that are
reported as unfit for military use, but we
must go tbrougb the formn of selling tbem
by public auction.

Mr. CLARKE. I desire to take the op-
portunity of saying tbat on two or three
occasions wben I asked the minister to faci-
litate the camping ont of the companies of
tbe boys brigade, bie very kindly placed at
their disposai tents tbat were not quite up
to the mark for military purposes. Possi-
bly bie might be able to do sometbing of
tbat kind for the cadets.

The MINISTER 0F MILITIA AND DE-
FENCE.- I will look into that suggestion.

lUr. CLARKE. I sbould tbink too, that the
senior members of the cadet corps might
possibly be supplied witb a certain quaatlty

-of ammunition.

Mr. SPROULE. I understand that the
supplies, after tbey become used up, c&n
only be sold legally by public auction.

The MINISTER 0F MILITIA AND DE-
PENCE. Yes, or by public tender.

*Mr. SPROULE. That was not clone with
rifles that were sold at twenty-fIve cents
eacb.

Tbe MINISTER 0F MILITIA AIND DE-
PENCE. Yes, by public tender advertised
la every paper in ail tbe large cities in Can-
ada. That matter was tbresbed ont bere.
I laid the papers on the Table. The bon.
gentleman bas forgotten it.

Mr. INGRAM. When you submit the
Bill next session you migbt provide that the
damaged tents sbould be given to tbe cadet
corps.

The MINIISTER 0F MILITIA AND DE-
FENCE. I tbink provision migbt be macle
to include the cadets in tbe militia of the
country, and I may say that is under con-
sideration. Tben tbere would be no dîffi-
culty.

Mr. INGRAM. I notice also tbat the re-
port cails attention to the fact that many of
tbe aiming tubes were out of order. It
says

In one Instance 33 ont of a total of 48 were
returned serviceable, as many as seven bullets
havlag to be removed from one tube.
Is that owing to the carelessaess of tbe
men uslng tbemn or to tbe tubes not being
perfect ?

The MINISTER 0F MILITIA AND DE-
PENCE. I cannot tell my bion. frlend. I
tbink that it must be due to cnrelessness.

Mr. CLARE. In the petition to the min-
ister to, wbicb I have referred they asked
that some of the discarded staff sergeants'
swords sbould be given to the officers of the
cadet corps. 1 understand that eacb coin-
pany would like to have three swords, ani
if they are discarded and of no use to the
department, I do flot see why tbey should
flot be given to the cadet corps.

The MINISTER 0F MILITIA AND DE-
FENCE. No reason at ail. I tbink that
oiigbt to be clone. 1 will look into ItL

Mr. POWLER. 1 think some of these
young cadets could hardly l1f t a caealry
sword. It would be rather heavy for them.

Mr. qNGRAM. 1 observe that the Major
General in bis report expresses disapproval
olf the abolition of canteens on the ground
that soldiers are lhable to go to botels and
indulge in spirits wbereas tbey would bte
content with a glass of beer if they could
get it ia the canteen in camp. Has the bon.
minister any particular vlew himself on this
question ? I know bie was attacked very
severely a few years ago for allowîng the
canteens to exist, and hie assured those who
were'attacking hlm that it was his inten-
tion to abolish tbem. If the commanding
officer la -bîs report recommends them, and
if only aies are allowed to be sold in tbem,
on the ground that they would prevent the
soldiers going outside and indulging too
freely, I tbink it would be a step la the right
direction to re-establish them, notwithstand-
ing ail that bas been snid against them.
There is no donbt that whlle there may be a
good many temperance men la camp, there
are others who believe la taking a glass of
ale-perbaps more than that.

The MINISTER 0F MILITIA AND DE-
PENCE. Two of them.

Mr. INGR AM. Yes, two of tbem. I tbink
we ougbt not to be guided too mucb by
sentiment la this matter. I tbiak common
sense ouglit to prevail, and that the Major
General's recommendation sbould be carried
ont. 1 am not advocating the drinking of
liquor by soldiers, but they may think at
times that tbey should have a glass of aie,
and I -sep no good reason wby tbey sbould
be ýdeprived of it.

The MINISTER 0F MILITIA AND DE-
FENCE. If my hion. friend were clotbed
witb responsibllity of office possibly hie
would not be qulte s0 free to express bis
opinion., The tact is that wben I came into
office I found. the regulation to whicb the
Major General takes exception la existence,
altbougb some people bave supposed that It
was adopted qulte recently. Tbat regula-
tion bas been in existence for ten years or
more. Wbile the Major General Is quite
wltbln bis rlgbt la expressing bis own opin-
ion, 1 am not myseif inciined to recommead
tbe wiping out of that regulation. If a man
requires a glass of beer, If it is essential
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