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The Senate hiivinK under ooiisiderntlon the bill (S 1631) maklno- ar,n,«r>,i--

Mr, DAVIS said:

rMrv'?vvrVT" ^fi^'°i^^ S'"''''°*
''^*'»*'° *^« ^«"*tor from OhioIMr

1
AV M,] presented to the Senate the potition of the Board ofTmdeol thecty of Cleveland upon a subject of the greateaSo?-tanre U, the pt^ople of the Northwest. It is a subject^chal^^m-

n,ed.atel.v concerns the interests of his own State and all the comma-
nities, (iornestic and loreign, that have commeroial reUtions with th«reKinns wh-.se products lind an outlet at Lake Superior or a market iuthe tern ory west ot that great inland sea. In a more remote bi^?scarcely les.s important degree, it involves the general welfare. It ianot merely of preseist importance. Great as that importance is, a wise
consi(lei;ation ot a future that is very near vawtly increases it Thatsuhject 18 the improvements at the fails of the St. Mary's River con-
•SIS ing ol a new lock, and at the same time the deepening of the HarLake C lannel. Tl.e prayer of the petition is that the tot^l amount re-quired lor thecompUtion of these indispensable avenues of traffic be at«m-e appropnated and placed at tl.e disposal of the War Department,
to tile end that the work may be pro.^ecuted to completion within the
slu)it..st lime possible^ Similar petitions have since been presented

iJuhith
^'"'"'^*""' of Commerce of the city of St. Paul and the city of

Tiiis matter has been favorably considered for several vears bymanv
husnies.s inter.^ts, acting throus.). their various organizations, in all the^lates houn.led by the Great Lakes. It was the occasion of a conven-
tion o the most representative

, liaracter, coiivenetiat the Sauit in 18H7
1 hat the necessity for the immediate completion of these great publicvNorks is most urgent is the mature.! conviction of public sentiment inthe communities whose interests are immediately involved in them

^

lliese petitions express their nnnnimous desire, their pressing need, and
tersely demonsti-att! the just ice of their prayer.

»
. "

It is my purpose to submit to the Semite, somewhat at lar.'e theviews which are correctly entertained upon this subject by these great
constituencies. ' ^^^fe'cwb

The distance from the city of New York to Duluth, at the head ofLake bnpenor, is 1,.10() miles, of wliieli 800 miles are deep-water navi-
gation, by way of the (Jreat Lakes. The onlv outlet from Lake Su-
perior IS the .St. Mary s River, which is 7,5 miles in length. The (all in
this distance IS '20 feet and 4 inches, and of this 18 feet and 2 inches
are at the falls. Thfe only channel now navigable is, for the first 35


