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Whereas the avcrnHC increase fur the "ten year" pcriiid prior Iti

1S87 was 7,rioo miles per anmiiii (Ilie jear iSh7 ahme shcuving an increase
of over li.ooo miles), the average increase for the "ten ve;ir' period
1HS7 to 1897 was Init ,i,5(X) miles per annum.

(U.S. Censusi i.„ j^^^,,,

,, , , ... 190.S i.Si)ci of Increase
Manufactures, \ alue

of products Sifi,K6f,,7(H,,,H«, $<M72,o.»,iK,n .so';'

Agriculture, Value of

products .s,7,?8,Xtxi,cKX) j,9v?,900,0(x> 96',,',

I'cr Cent
'90^' iXSS of Increase

Bank Clearings Si.s9,So8,ooo,(kkj $49,oqS,ooo,i).K) 2is%
Pis Iron output 28,000,000 tons 7,0()o,ck» tons ^00%
Lake Superior Iron

Ore shipments. .

.

38,000,000 tons 9,ofio,iKX) tons ,122%

Total Freight Traffic
thro. "Soo'- Canal . 51,751,000 " f.,4ir,ooo " 707%

Total Freight Traffic
all Railways in U.S. 1,427,731,000 " 539,6,to,ooo

"
164%

It is interesting to note that the I'.ank clearings which usually serve
as a safe guide or indicator of the general business conditions, as well as
the Iron production and Ore shipments (for which records can he readily
obtained), show very marked increases during the period under con-
sideration. Also observe the vast difference between the progress of

development in tonnage carried on the Great Lakes (unrestricted by
legislation) 707% and the increased tonnage carried by the Uailvvays,
under Government supervision 164%.


