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menlary ulale, espeulally us regarda tbe early mrloil. THere are.
howevfr. Home reaionji tor this neglect. For eiample, tbe sources
of iDtorniatlon with regara to that period are unrortunalely very
meagre. anU It Is an undertaking ot no small diniLUity to gather,
from the scant anil Inromplete documents which have come down
to u«. dam and tads upon which a clear and comprehensive
statement could be hased.

The papers left by the Royal Engineers who, In the last years
ot the sevenleenth century, Inauguri. vl the improvemenls ot our
waterways, have either been destrojt I or are at present lying In
some unknown place where they may, at Kjme luture date, be
detected.

In the meantime, he who desires to trace the origins of our
canal system must be contented with a tew reports and letters
written by some ot the Uoyal Engineers, or even by men outside
of the protesBlon, such letters contalnlnB but scanty details of the
work. It must be said, however, that through the patient and In-
telligent ialmurs ot one ot the Dominion aichivlsts,— 1 refer to the
late Douglass Brymner.-the stole ot dntumfnts bearing cm tbe
construction ot the first Canadian canals has been lonsldprubly In-
creased and, since the publication of his report for the year 1886.
considerable light has been thrown on the subject, although muny
points are still obscure. The documents unearthed by Mr. Biym-
ner refer to the small canals between I^ke St. l.ouls and I-ale St
Francis, and also to a lock built at Sault Sle. Marie in the early
years of the eighteenth century.

There was, however, a previous attempt mule at improving
navigation, which, it is believed, has never been properly known
to Canadians. It was the good fortune of the writer to perusf
some of the old manuscripts In the possession ot the gentien- ,

of the Seminary of St. Sulpice (•) end to tlnd In them an accou. •

of the efforts made by former members of their order to overcome
the difllcultles of navigation between Montreal and bachlne.

A few years only had elapsed since the establishment ot the
French at Montreal, when the necessity tor bettering the means
of communication betwten the rising city and the settlements
already existing at I.achine. ste. Anne, etc., became apparent.
Tl . youuR colony was too poor, however, to think of building a
canal with locks to overcome the vei-y considerable fall in the
nine miles ot river from Pointe-a-Cnniures to L,achlne.

The route followed by canoes at the time was along the north
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