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INTRODUCTION.

With one consent men have called the Fenian Raid a

farce, and our neighbors have amused themselves mightily

at the excitement which it necessarily caused among us; but,

however ridiculous its more prominent features, it has not

passed without producing the most serious e.Tects oq what we
are taught by England to term our nationality. VVithout a

baptism of blood, it has been said there can be no national life,

and though we have not yet been called to pass through such a

painful ordeal, no one can have failed to note the very remark-

able progress which we as a people have made, all unwillingly

perhaps, during the last week towards independence in thought

and action.

It was our own volunteers who, in a great measure, formed

the army which acted under command of our own Militia Depart-

ment. A few weeks later and they might have been alone in the

lield. The relations between Canada and the mother country

were brought up by the general impression, right or wrong, that

England had foiled to look upon us as a people v/ho had equal

claims to protection from her to those of the peoi:)le ;it liome. nnd

a determination became very general y c\iMcs-- i u^> '..> ii'^

Imperial policy with regard to us more explicitly detined. I'lie

expression of this view drew forth feelings which might fairlv he

characterized as national. The full etiects of this movement on

the public mind are not yet known. The relative position and

influence of the various races of our population nvi\- also have

been to some extent ascertained and delined. This la^i we cannot

view as a desirable feature of the case, as whateve) d ^crimhiates

between our races must be a hindrance to their fusio.i. Viewed

as a whole, however, it cannot be denied that the Canadian

people have gained from this excitement reliance in themselves,

and the respect of their neighbors, to an extent fully to compen-

sate for all the harm done.

The following notes might have been sooner published were

it not that they had to be put together during spare moments of


