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While we were here, Governor Franklin, in passing by, called

to see us, and from the stormy appearance of his old care-worn
countenance, we were convinced that ho had not come to pardon
us. We soon found that some one had again taken the dangerous
liberty to petition his Excellency for tickets of leave—whom he
knew not, or we either. He called the petition the round robin,

which is an instrument with signatures attached to it in a circular

form, so that the first or last signer's name cannot be distinguished.

He reprimanded us severely on account of the escape of the two
priioners at Lovely banks—told us we could not get off the island

—if we attempted it, and fled to the bush, he should order the mil-

itary force to pursue and take us, and if we offered resistance we
would be shot down—if by any means we should be so lucky as to

escape from the island and get home to America, he would send

there for us, and have us brought back, &c., &c. When he made
this last declaration, it completely upset the confidence we had in

the rest of his harangue ', and .satisfied us that his address was man-
ufactured for the " Buncome" market. After listening to this

" war speech" from his Excellency, we, one and all, just wished

uurselves in America, for the sport of the thing, if nothing else.

In March, 1841, Sir John came again to see us at the Green
Ponds, accompanied by his private Secretary and some other offi-

cers, and had us arraigned again to listen to another speech. He
informed us, that in accordance with the promise made us, when
we first arrived at the island, that he had written to Lord John
Russell, Her Majesty's Secretary for Foreign Affairs, cc jerning

us, and had now received an answer from his Lordship. He then

ordered his Secretary to read Lord John's letter to us, and in this

letter his Excellency was instructed to "give those political pris-

oners any indulgence you may think proper, with the exception

of allowing them to return home, to endanger the safety and well

being of the North American colonies. By this dispatch we saw
that Sir John might, ifhe was so disposed, give us the liberty of

the island, but instead of so doing, he informed us that at the expi-

ration of two years from the time of our landing, we should have
tickets of leave for any part of the island, or that we might make
•ihoice of any district on the island, and have a ticket for the same.

1 le accordingly kept us ten and a half months longer on the roads,

and then granted us the tickets under very arbitrary restrictions.

( -apt. Wright, our superintendent, who succeeded old Bobby Nut-

man, was an inhuman, overbearing, unprincipled, incarnate devil,

—he worked us incessantly, would not grant us the least favor if

lie could avoid it, and made his boast that " he would subdue that

d—d independent Yankee spirit of ours if possible." If he sue
ceeded in so doing, we have not yet learned Uie fact. For some
trivial offence, he several times reported some of our rp^ toCapt.
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