
IU)BIX HOOD AND MAID MARIAN
I.

I\
tlu' (lavs wlun Hicliard, tUv lion-luartwl, was yot a prii

K«)f>ir Gaiiicwell, a Saxon hflon^ing to a iiohlc family in
north of Kiifflaud. was ua^inir a Cfaselfss stnigfjlo aj^jiinst

Norman Uaron who had rolihid his people of their iioldinfjs. Onl
few acres of land remained to the Saxon, for the use of whieh the N
man eon(|neror demanded each year a number of hofrs, hides, rusi
and {)roven(ler for tlie cattle. When these were not forthcoming
(iamewell home was burned to the ground and his cattle stolen.

'I'houfrh I{o;j;er had made peace with the Norman, he had mana,
to incur the displeasure of very jjowerful enemies, and the chief obj
he had in view in rcbuildiii''- his house was to defend himself from tli

These enemies were the kinjf's foresters. From a lonjr line of ancest
who had enjoyed the privile<.e of supplyinff their table from tlie foi

as they chose, Ho<rer inherited a stron<r love for chasinfr and shoot
the ^]^'^^l. Tnder the re/fulations introduce;! by the ("oncjuest all

deer were claimed by the kinf^-, and the {)unishment for killing „ne i

cuttuig off the ears. There were many unfortunate Saxons nnitila
in this way on all the lan<ls bordering on the forests. Some of tl

lived witi, Itoger, and as be was known to supply bis own wants i

those of his retainers from amongst the forest wild-stock, he and
family lived in continual fiar of a^saults from the .Norman foresters

On completing his house, lloger gave a feast to which he invi

his Saxon ncighbor.s. Am.ong these were his sister. Dame Ilood t

her son Ilobin : Ivy Harper and his daughter .Marian. Deerfoot, Hi
head an<l Limpfoot. as well as Kriar (ioodby, of Narrowtlask Abli

.Marian Har})er was a comely maiden, a favorite in many hoi
lioid>, loved for her kindness and welcome for her knowledire of he
and her skill in dressing hurN. This she had derived from her moth
and from her, too, >he had iidierited that outward grace of form i

l)eauty of face which made lu r a belle among the Saxons. Marian \

also >kiiled will) the how, and could shoot a running dier, or a bird
the wing. The forest had been her nursery and school; and the bir

the beasts and the Howers bad been her teachers. She had grown
(i


