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rinh'M iii(li('atf(| in the rxtrart (|u«»t('«l I'loiu Pn-sidt'iit Wilsdu's
audi'css. It pai'ticulariv appiovctt ut' his deelarutiuii timt "our
firnt ilutji is, of nnn'sc, to count rrv the couuhou intervnt and thr
comtmni soft f if, miil to luiil. f ni tiilii tlml iintln'ii!/ sftimls i)i flu

way of the Hiicn sxful jiront ration of tlic jjn al irar for libi rty and
justice."

Wf sul)iMit that cniiiisrl t'<»i' the Canadian l*a(!itic Railway
(Joiui»any lias t'Utircly failed to cstaltlisli the claim of the Conipaiiy
that it should Im* iH'iiuittcd t<» Uikv .f i:{,94<i.(HX) more fidui the [mt-

ple of this comitiy every year.

BIFLT TO AEOUMHIT lUBMrmD OH BIHALr or TBI OAMADZAH
NOBTHBRM RAILWAY OOMPAMT.

Tiic status of the Canadian Nortlici n Railway Conijiany with
respi'L't to this aiipcal is not vciy ch-aily (U'tined'. When the ap-
plication was hcing heard at the various sittings last suniiner the
intention id' the Dominion ( Jovci iimcnt to accjuirc the railway was
gem-rally known, bt'cansc legislation to that ettV(;t had been iu-

ti'odnced in l*ai'liament. l iilil the agreement l»et\v<'en the Govern-
ment and the Ciuupany e«»uld he carried into effect it was recog-
nized that s »Mie time must elapse. The eager haste shown in pro-
secuting the a])]>lication het'oic tlie IJoanl had its motive in the
apparent desire of the Comi>any to secure as umch reveime as pos-
sible before stirrendering the pi-operty. That motive should b<'

less apiiaicnt totlay liecause the arrangements for at^cjuiring the
railway have i)ractically been completed; «'ven if the advance per-
mitted by the Boar<rs judgment were allowed to go into effect the
benetits t<» the Canadian Northern Comjtany would In* of short
duration. The intimation in the oral aigunient at Ottawa on Jan-
uary 24, that the Comj)any might be interested now for the pur-
pose of augmenting its valuation of the i-ailway as a going ccmcern
should not be foi-gotten in this connection, ('ounsel for the Can-
adian Northern lias a,:i»roached the consideration of the appeal
as if the Company were a virile, j)r»»gres.sive and enterprising eon-
corn. No argument is needed to show that it falls far short of that
descrii>tion. It is )>re]»aring to go out of existence as a private
corporation, and the augumentation of revenue that, in the event
of its ajiplication succeeding, would accnie to it seems scarcely
sufficient to justify so much interest in the subject. In view of the
references made by the (^hief Commissicmer in his judgment (p.
429) to the country's acquisition of the railway, it would have
been .'supposed that the Ciovennnout it.solf, rather than thv exi)ir-

ing railway company, should hav«' been a.ssociated with the
appeal.

On accoinit of the uncertain status of the ('anadian Northern
it is difficult for us to deal seriously with the argument offered


