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ANNUAL MEETING 0F ONTARIO
LUMBERMEN.

Tilts animtal incctiiîg of the Lîînbermreiî's
Association of Ontario was lielti aI conct
Restauranit, Torotnto, on 'ruestiay, january 29111.
The business session was prccded by a lunclicoît
tendered by the Presitient arad Board of Mantage-
ment, tvlicl tvas of excellenit ciaracter and rnîch
enjoyeti. Tic chatir w.s occtipied by tue presidenit,
Mr. Joi Waldme.

Those in attenitance iîîcluated :Messrs. Joit
Waltie, Torontto, president ; Iloti. E. J. Davis,
comaiissioiier of Crowiî Lands, Toronîto; Aubrey,
whiîte, Assi.staitt Coîrmissiomuer Toroanto;
D. llIer, M\anîager Mueitnts Baaîlk, Toronato;
Robert Weath, Wiartoiî, second sice-presideit ;
W.3. Tiaidatli,'Torotito, secrctary; John Bertrani,
Toronîto ; W. A. Charlton, NI. P. P., Toronto;
N. Dymeitt, Barrie ; W. T. Toner, Coluiaîgwood;
R. L;tidlasv, Toronto ; George Thompson,
Goderich ; Hon. John Chaîruton, M. P., Lvndoch;
Thonmas Charlton, Tonawv;nda ; R. Cook, Soutîh
River; D. L. White jr., Midiand; Mossont Boyd,
Bobentygeon; J. '. Coailon, Tuliorolti; J. L. Hotch-
kiss, V'ictoria Harbor; C. Beck, Peîietaîtgîishcne;
A. A. Wright, Toronto ; W. 1Laking, Hamilton.

At te conclutsion of the iîtncheon the lîeahth of
"The Kinîg" vaîs proposed by the prcsident and
drîuîk, aiso that or tlecl'Onîtario Governnient."'
Responses to the Latter toast svere matie by Hion.
Mr. Davis antt Mr. Atbrey Whîite. Mr. Davis
referret 1 the importance of the Itîmber indîtstry.
He said the history of' the province owed much
to the lîtnbernien. It must be recogatized tiat
the clause prolîibiting the export of saw logs bats
been of great advantage to tic province. Wlten
tuis legisiation svas enacted the lime seemedti 1

be fully ripe for stich at step. Mr. Dav'is spoke
briefly regartiing tîte diffictilties that wcrc being
encotintereti witl settlers iii districts where lum-
bermien were operatiiig. Ile appealedti 1 the
Iimbcranen tu assîsîs the Govertiment. as far a.%
possible itu avoiding trouîble with the settiers.

Mvr. Whîite also spoke of' the obstacles tiat hati
arisen in regard 10 seutlement. The interests of
te itimbermen shouti iiot be sacrificeti, bîît tic

opcaîitg îîp of the couîntry tvas the paraniout
interest.

The toast of "Tic Lumbering Industry of
Ontario" svas proposeti by Mr. Robert Watt.
ion.j oltît Charlton, ira respomîting, sîîggested tiat

action slîoîdd be taken by the association and by
tie lumber isiiîrests of Canada t0 secure the im-
position o!' an import dîîîy on Unitedi States hum-
ber. Ile tîtotîglt il %vas but proper that our
Govcrnmneut sîtoîtit impose duties corrcspotîditîg
tu thiossi iitpobed b% the Uted Staîtes. In 1899,
lie sai.1, tic importation of United States lumber
attîîoaiited ii t'alite tu $.3,o00,o0o, whtile last ycar
it %vas stiii greater.

Tue btusiness o!' te meeting, tvas tîten coni-
mnenceti. Thei secret;try rend the minutes of the
iast nîeeting ani tîte finatîcial report, wviich %vere
atiopteti.

1 lie ;tîtiress ut tltc jresiticat svas lien reati,
as foliows t

Thc Lunibernien % Assotsation of Ontario, sviiclt flicets
to-day, is not ani organiyzatioti conduîctet oui purely scifisi
uines, but ratdier cite iaat looksI or%îsard 10 piacing the
industry ofîthe mianuafacture tif our forebt products in a
position 10 assist intIhe ulîbttilding of te ss'hiae country.

WVitit liis enti in view, we erganizeti andi supportcd the
movcmnent wlîici brouglit about lcgislation lthat ail logs
tlin front landis unider license from lthe trowvniiotild be

siîin Caunada, ant ila wa4 elle whvlîi lias resilleti t[le
greaitest goot o lthu grealea,,t ninber. Thc %vorkman s
wa.ge fron tlt- traict otecarias iniproveti. Not a %ingle
mnachiine sliop front Oitawa te Sarnia but lias bati inevrea;-
cd work suppiieti, giving reasonable profils divideti
antiongst ail trades, as inilis witici ivorc rotting downi are
now esnlliyig menca anti uiîg stupplie.- anti macin-
er3.

The yecar i89 wva., allai -- iil continue tu be, a banner
year tlu ibcrmien. Tut' stock aithde itiisI, the procluet
of thie iow prie" prevaiiing in 1898 anti jrevious years for
lahor andc supplies, gave a low cost, and( lthe active de-
ianti anti real scarcity foret prices t0 lte lîîghcst pibnt

ail the cuti of tite year. WVien stou.k-laking arraveti a year
ago, tiae balance tif profit wvas îot Lani> .atisfaetory tu tilt
operator, but tu la;-; bamker wlo iac lookei lapon1 tIic
nîanuracturing conditions as entiangering tue brade wviti
lthe Unitedi States. WVe are gladtiu1 say ail tîtose fears
have passeti asvay. The ycar i900, whlîe reasonabiy
proflible, tioes tiot shio% %u,:t gooti results, owving to tlîe
emia.neeti coht of productiont andti 1 a itigîter itrice for
stumpage wvhere tItiq iati tu be pureliaseti, but on lte wiîoic
te resuit soas satisfactory.

WVe tenter lte ncsv yoar ait IL nCsV CeîîtUry iil a1 ver>'
lintiiteti stock of sawn lunmber Io meet lte ever increa-sing
local andt foreign tienianti, anti for the amxt six ittorîtîts.at
least, fitiere iteet bc. no drop in lurices.

Owvistg tu theo atvance it 'sages andt supplies wve tîcot
alot look for a profit in tlitl future sutei a% tue past tsuo
ycar; litas given uis. Otlairs are now .Jtariitg iri the pros.
periîy. Wages intlie waods itave acivancetiin two vears
frons $a&.oot10 26.oo a n'dutlti, wit boaýrd. Thlisik 6o*%
ativamîce. Supplies htave 'shareti tue gene-ral ativance,
étnd the fariner %%hto pa>s4 mure for Iitîs luaitber lu.day gets
il back froît the luniberatten it lthe laigite prices t'urrent
to.day for bacont. butter anti torses.

To illusîrate: A luiber coinpany pureltaseti two car-
loztis-saty 3o horses-in 1897 at att> aveCragc of $6,i.oo
caci. Tue saine comipamty boiglit two c.irioais-..,&) 30
lsor.ses -witltjî thie past ire niontîts, andtihe average
4.ost ssas $i3i.oo lieriorse. anti lte svoodi, foremnan pro-
nounced the pureliase at lie Io%% price as. tlie bst tiorses.

L.unibernîen lîa'e aiways beemi free disîributors ofnîoney,
anti as anoter remilt or tic nîatnur'acturinig conditioa-
tachet 1 the business, it lias cevatei lte people of
Ontario in lte eyes of our neiglibors anti stremîghedt the
senîjtient of tnational %elf-t-eli;tnce amiiong.%t our people.
We ttu-st continiue lu inajal liat osîrT Doni'inion Gos'crtntent
-;hall adopt a tariffagainst lumfber anti ail svooti îroiucts
entering mbt cîîînpctition, rcmovc tlîem from tie farce Esti,
anti relieve the lumber industry front tite unequal cont-
petition of lumber manuîfacturcti anti freigitet untier
More favorable conditions%. To-day, labor, machinerv
anti mil1 supplie.% arc litigher iii Cantada titan in [he Uniteti
Staitei, anti wiien los transporiation ratcs on lumber aire
given front thie Soutîterr States, wc in Ontario aire piaceti
in competition svith te cheap colorcd iabor of lte soutit
-and ti ubermen in Ncw Ontario anti Britisii Columbia arc,
ai a disativantage wlitn conîpeting witlî Oregon anti
Wasinigton Territory for [lie trade of our Prairie Prov-
ince. Thte advanlages given anti fas'ors %hown hy lthe
whltoe country to Manitoba %vhile a young antitrugging
Province, arc surciv entitiedti 1 consideration, anti that
province nosv bcing ofage, mnay fairiy bc askcd tu ac-
cept the general policy of tîte governnîelnl equaily witit
te oatter purovincees.

Ontario inittites are paying a million dollar,, a vecas-
b>' tva> of a tity on soft coal, svhici is a tax local ii. il.
application owing I0 dislance fromn oîîr coal mines, anti
tiis ta% is cititer for reventue or lthe protection anti ati.
vantage of te coal indubtry of Nova Seotia-. andt Cape
Breton. S îa fîaioaloi îytxoipria
of lier luniber consitnption, it is oniy fair, anti il i5 an eror
to -sul)pose thtat 'Manitoaba aloîte %soulti pas the dut>' on
lumnber, as to-tia% On[ario impoiirîs lumnner as exteissels'
as the wsebt.

The railsvay f.iciiitise aitfordedt t he Iuî.ý. -,%de htave
not kel pace witli lte ampros ntent for transporiation tin

olier directions%. Olti lîglit capacit> fiat carN are tue
often ail wce gel, anti evct tîtose looi frequcntiy tsring
our bu.siest beason aire large1> ssithdratsito1 bc useti for
baiiasting the roatibeti of the railway, anti te box cars,
aire wihtrawn for grain when taI trade demantis. We

would urge upon tito raiiways the nccj tiers, istsil
crease of tlicir stock of large and lîca' flat car,

The différence iii frciglit rateia clini d betveh,4
vouai Of tie -%,anie value ai pine antdib -. luimbier .4.
tlie hardwood section uirged titis >.tiso. iion 10 tr
gel reinuvoti, lias been atconîîîimsl, 1. Theidi
Agetst% Associationî, ivitî tiacir iisîla;i 'sM eîlt, sa
uîîfairites-i (andi thacir opportunity, ai ýtile, a4
lbey Il raised tlt- rate o11 piste." TFil, 'ave becssn ul
the adivaîîce in lumiber-, relative atdvat, .-Ni s zI
tiîat to-day contractorit for the publia, nork% tir IÇ
final si tu Ilîcir ativantage to îîurciaa. lieînlock in th
Unitedi States, andi for panie (lie) a,. uc the pac
piste of the south. Evert in, tiiee go,,. 1 I bancs lmt
saut stand a freigit rate of $4.00 pair V fotrMt
conîsutier, %vilii prices of' Canadian
supplies brouight intOi compeatition %viil e.Iep a
.%ttinflige ain the Southeri blttes. Il î%(enîy Yearb agnLe
Noîithen Railviay carrnet luimber int, laorontc ,.
lier Mî faiet, antil ol 011 idlanti dal . id th a"
Port Hocpe. 'ro.day the average 2.o .o j*
fect. Wates have been sWandity dvîeton lubesi
welI as otiier lines, andi lte tendenc »v tif railway auap
maent ni titis newv century, with the large :Icc.jînuk.t;mc
wcalth in few baunds, useti alot for lit iiefitting nMtj,ý
but ii the absorbing of tratnsPOrtatit-1. surnanhie, wi
tri make tiiose wdîo arc rich rieher, ) gicrea1sîngfmm
rates to, ii highest point lie traffie %'iil stand, îeflj iLe
endi bc nit witli ani outbur.%t ofsocai.lsîn, tu the injunc<
ail. We believe titis canl be avertett il, Lanada ifft
Dominion anti Provincial govvrniieiî. %top ipannn<
subsidies te promnoteri, for t itiq iru t buliling p:.
roatis tu open arap the counîtry. Let tl, L'ierlmentt, t«
Plrovinicia-l andi Dominion, bitId anti own the roaditL
same as the niunicipaiiîs do tue iîgLwv .Lt ta's
psortation comipanieà operale on ttens% to b) apetd
lapon, ctiier b> aiioîîing a portion lit tilt:. grs a=gs
in go tu liae goîerninents, or on sonits stuC! [Csrins (p te
adoleti; in cadli case tue people litîîing tlhe md,
tiîrougiî Ilîir rep)resentative, wvilI ha;ve a saty. 'lxsXi
Coule, anti wlîetier througli a Zos, al Wlîitney, a La-iff
or tie j, et uinknuwn, the tnan icho litî titlr.lgc t10,ý
it wvili bc considereti a patriot and ti is.st

lit tii perioti of conmbine!, anti ituiihui hs as&-a.
lion is to bc congratîilated tîtat nu effort tcv a e =6
by tîteni soiith a view in r.tk-e prices, liai have contecteij
titein.scîves wilh the markct price gsven ilhom by tlt
ortiinary ia'v of supply «anti deinanci.

We are picaset 1 notice thaI the Oii:.ir:o Covtnmaji
h;&ve laken Up te subjcct ofp1erpetiiîsiîg [aie wvhtepu
lumrber intiustry by a s". lem tif î-ds.i esîitng ndL-%
ranging. Our o,.n oabserations tulistai iseo[L
governnment ofricers, that pine rolloti., piste, and itt:t
sou is goodtitic growth of'young lune c. from îjg oj'
incease in diamecter in s0 years. Tiîe nacasuoemrtî
werc taken ruom traes 8t 10 3sanches% isitiîarnete. lie
hope ail lumbcrmcn wsili hcaroil> tu-upertte snhLe
goîcranient by icaving ail hcaltli> >ut,,,g trecs standz 1

witcrc loca small for legs, insteati ofstî.pping th-,gromil
as some do.

The sccretary prcsented the following statistka
report *

STATISTICAI. REPORT.

1 bcg to %ubmit liercwvith the foliovang maIatiîcaido«
ination, baseti upon lte best replies retcived to drrta
letter of j.nuary 12th, i9ot:-

t'RODUcrTIOe-WItITP. ?lX5ý. LMIaR

Thc total production of milis in îu-sostcme Onunu,
embracing ail nîills on Gcorgian B.1%. ,asnlhem diLisim'
of Grand Trunk Raiiway to Callilndr. and C. P. R,
Northt Bay t0 Rat P>ortage:

Total qîtanhity produceti, i3900....... .1;.t6'l 0,CW E.
.4 1899... . 35 1,000,O00

lncrcest:...................

The decrease tin production of mils ai)
Sagin.lts Vaiicy andi Lake 1llîîron slim,u.
o! rîlichig.in itihcrti suouilicti by Cati

s:3,0O0.00~.

adun .gs ....... .... .... 9.,2sz,cOu.

Net incrc.ise ........ ........... 278,w

entering ittO market usualiy suppliet ns -c-c 1111L

Thc ticcrease of Unitedi States mittls , Oie noribYt:
district of Mltcltgnn, WVisconsin anti s'.nncota, :

compettes in the samne market for 1900. Wa.-s 4561
fect.


