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Hon. Mr. Hardy's"Speech on his Jury Bill.

Tue following is & summary of
Hon. Mr. Hardy's address on moving
the second reading of his Bill to
amend the Jurors Act, February 25,
1879.

Mr.HARDY eaid no radical changes
were by this Bill pcoposed to the pre-
sent Act relating to Jurors, a measure
wbich had stood upon our statute
books since 1858, almost substanti-
ally as it was when firet passed by the
Parliament of that period. Unlike
most of our great Charter Acts it had
not been dealt with from time to time
by the different legislators, as it
ambodied a scheme whicb, if interfer.
ed with at all, should be treated with
reference to the whole and not mercly
todifferent sections or fragments of the
Aot. In 1850 and 1851 the Hon.
Robt, Baldwin had both consolidlated
and amended the Acts in force relat-
ing to Juries prior to those periods.
The law bad been further amended in
1858. Tbe most important of these
amendments 1elated to the mode of
gelecting jurors, and that has always
been, and must necessarily be, one of
the most important features of our
jory system. In 1858 the JurorsAct
was, a8 he had before mentioned,
again consolidated and amended by
the commissioners for consolidating
the Stutues, and was passed into law
during the session of that year under
the guidance of the then Post-master
General, the Hon. Sidney Smith.

The amendmen's which Lie proposed
to mmtroduca wounld be seen by the
copies of the act which lon. mem-
bers had bad placed in their hands
and which Le wonld shortly consider.
The House was ind bted to the hon
member for West Haron (Me, Ross
and the hon, member for West Mid-
dicsex (Mr. Waterworth) for having
from time to time dirceted the at
tention of the Iouse so the fact that
the present jury law was working

oppressively to the municipaiities by |

reason of the hoavy expenditure
which was entailed by its adminis-
tration The machineryofthe present
Jury Law was complica‘cd and enm-
berous, The system being an -
volved one, it was imposeible to make
the law absolutely simple. The ob-
jects to beattained and the large num-
ber of men to be dealt with, in con-

nection with the selection of jurors as fullows:—Toronto $984.14, Hamil- |

from all the counties required clabor-
ate machinery, and every part of that
machinery must work harmoniously
with the rest that it may not rinder

m pt or disqualified from serving as
Grand or Petit Jurors under any of
the provisions of this Act, shall be
copied from the assessment roll of
such Township, Village or ward,
commencmg With the name of the
person rated ot the highest amount
on such roll, and proceeding success-
ively towards the name of the per-
son rated atthelowest amount, uatil
the names of one-half of the persons
asscssed upon such roll have been
copied from the same, and the a-
mount for which the last of such per-
sons is assessed upon the said roll
shall be that which qualifies every
resident inhabitant of such Townsbip,
Village or Urbau waird or renders
him liable to serve as such Juror.
To comply with that section liter-
ally, it would be necessary to make a
search throughout the whole assess-
ment roll to find the name of the per-
son assessed at the highest figures,
then the second, third and so on, as
provided by that section. That, he
apprehended, was never done, and,
as each clerk had his own way of de-
termining the amount of qualification,
widely different results were arrived
at. In securing returns upon this
point from the various muunicipa'ities
he had endeavored to obtain figures
from counties representing all see-
tions of the Provinee. The table he
had before hiim covered elevin coun-
ties. In th Connty of Huron the
minimum «qual fieation ranged from
$150 to 22500 in different municipali-
[ ties, with an av rage qualification of
$051.66: in Prontenace from 510 to
2400, the averace minmum qnalifi-
cat on for the county b ing $203.46;
in York the average minimum quali-
fleation was S1214.44, the nmounts
varving from 3200 to 51600 and so
on.  Tne townships in thesa various
countics from which returns have
been obtained numbered 128, and the
average minimum jualification of
these 123 townships was 3000.72.
l'l'i:o villages, 43 in number, ghowed
Lan average minimnm qualifieation of
151,80, The town averaze mini-
| mum qualification distributed among
28 towns from different sections was
| 8185.00. Five cities also had been
} taken, in which thie average minimum
Cqualifieations of all the wards were

[tem, S682.85; Drantford, 3760.00;
Kingston, $600 and London 100 or
Lan averace of 368546, The avirage
minimu qualitieation of both towus

petit juries at Assize and Nist Prius.
A class numbering aboutsix thousand
and composed of tgh
men in the Province was thus dis-
qualified. There sould be no good
reason why these men sheuld not be
called upon petit juriesin the Buper-
ior Courts.
felt very muoh inclined to make ther-
eligible to serve upon grand and petit
juries inthe Inferior Courts, but when
1t was considered that they were part
and parcel of the Court of Quarter
Sessions, it would be quite plain they
could notin part compose the jury.
But while the Inferior Courts would
not have the benefit of their presence
upon juries, their eligibility to serve
in the others would free a certain class
of men now placed upon Petit Juries
in the Superior Courts and leave them
free to serve in the Inferior Courts.
Thus, though they would not have the
bencfit of the magistrates they would
have the hencfit of the presence and
counsels of those whom the magis -
trates displaced.

MR MEREDITH—Why not make
only two jury lists for both courts.

MR. HARDY—Had desired to do
this as it would somewhat simplify
the process of sclection, but when it
was desired to have magistrates upon
petit juries it would be seen that for
reasons already given this would be
impossible. There was no great dif-
fienlty practically in working witn
four jury lists, thongh it added some-
what to the complexity of tle pro-
cecdings.  Another feature which
would shiike any one familiar with
the workmg of the jury lnw, was the
very larze number of names sent up
from each municipality as compared
with the small number seleeted and
placed upon the jury list, and the
still smaller number actually drafted
for scrvice upon juries, Ife had re-
turns upon that point from eixteen
counties. In 1878, in the County of
S meoe there were 3426 names sent
up to the Clerk of the Peace, tabu-
lated, entered on the jurors roll and
submitted to the county selectors.
They chose 584, leaving over three
thousand names cither untouched or
rejected, and of this number onlv 2451
wore actually ealled upon dn !
year to serve upon panc!
| In Huron 37063 van cre o
fup——but 884 were celec 7 and bu.
{256

; : i ok were  drafted by Sheriff
the Act unworkable, The diffienlty and citics talon together was 5470 - g aotnal service.  la \Wellington

in framiog a meusure of this kind was
first, in securing the presence on the

i,
wonld mueh simpiify the

It had bLeen thought tiat 1t
Act if a

3007 were sent up, while Lut 384
were scleeted and 288 drafted ; in

panel of men whom all would acknow!- | medinm fizure could be determin- | Bruce the number sent up was 1431,

edge as fi'ted for the position, and
secondly, in providing machinery that
would accomp.ish the end desired, and
at the same tiwe (it i withthat which
now «xisted. He thought it might fair-
Iy be said that the Jury Luw in this

Province bad worked with comparative fignre should beo It hind been thonght |

smoothness, had cecured fur trinls
and had given reasonable satisfaction

had ind: ed, in that particular,proved | fixed so that no one mizht fairly be, o o)

itself equal to any system und r any

known code of jurisprudence. The

amendments proposed, therefore wire | should not Le wforred that the stand- 'y o puines sent in to the C

designed with a  view to
lopping off some parts which
hl«Frendered it nnwieldy and expen-
sive to the municipahties that were
charged with the responsililitics and
expense of workingit, Asthe Honse
was aware, the selection of jurymcen
was made in the first ins-
tanco in each town or town-
ship by the Mayor or Reeve, the As-
sessor and the Township or Town
Clerk, who met at a certain statu-
tory period and chose the names of
qualified persons which were to be
returnel. There was no qualifica-
tion definitely settled by the Act, and
among the municipalities there was
no generally recogunized method of
determining what that qualification
should be. Notwo Township Clerks,
so far as he knew, had been in the
habit of using preciscly the same
means of arriving at what the quali-
fication actually wae. That qualfi-
cation was ascertained under section
six which was as follows :

“The amount in respect of whish
a person is qualified and liable to
serve as a Juror, sha'l, by the Select-
ors of each Township, Village or Ur-
ban ward be determined by therelative
amount of property for which the
person is assessed on the assessment
roll of the Township, Village or Ur-
ban ward of which he is a resident
inhabitant at the time of the annual
selcetion of Jurors, and the mode for
ascertaining the same shall be as
follows, that is to say : The namee
of one half of the assessed resident
inhabitants of the Township, Village
or Urban ward, whioh remnin after
striking from the said roll the namos
of all persons entirely freed and ex-

ed on whieh c¢ould be fixed as the
L Juror's qualification, 1o esch of thes:
lelasses of wuuicipalities, Lut, as
fwould be seen Ly tue figures quoted,
'this would rcquire careful cxamin-
fation  to  determine  what  that

that an amonnt somesnhat less than
the averaze in esch case shonld be

sail to be exeladed. who had at
present the requisite qualificition. Tt

ard of the Jurors wounld thereby
bo lowered. for the process of sclec-
tion prescribed would rectify that.
It widensd the biss of selection
symewhat, but n little cae on
the part of the selectors would
obviate any ill result which could
| possibly flow from that. By this en-
largeraent of the cicele of those quali-
fied, they won'd ronch u class of in-
telligenee which liad not before been
avai'able, wiich Lind m fact under
the operations of the present law
been practically «xcluded from exer-
cising the Ligh and important fune-
tions of Jurors. The qualifications
in cities woul! nccesearily be higher
than in towns villages or townships,
| therefore the present Bill provided as
follows :--

“Unless exemploed, every person re-
siding in any County or other local
Judicia! division in Ontario, who is
over the age of t\\'cnt{-ouo years, and
'in the possession of his natural fuc-
ulties, and not infirm or decrepit, and
Iwbo is assessed as owner or tenant
'for local purposes upon propety,real
lor personal, belonging to him n Lis
’own right, or in that of his wife, of

the valuo of not less than six hundred

dollars in Cities and four hundred
dollars in 1owns, Iucorporated Vil-
lages and Townships, shall be quali
fied and liable to serve as a Juror,
both on Grand and Petit Juries, 1
Her Majesty's Superior Courts of
Common Law, having gencral Crimi-
pal or Civil jurisdiction throughout
Ontario, and in all Courts of Civil
or crimnal juisdiction within the
County or other local judical division
of the County in which he resides.”

Under the present law, magistra-

| soleeted B8, drafted 293, wlhi'e in
| York 6471 werc sent up, but 864
were sclected and 860 drafted, These
i figare s without giving other instances
"wonld show that there was much
| waste of effort and time and a large
expronditure by the municipalities
without any correponding result.
{Ha then  proceeded to  riad
ative nnmbers of other coun-
{ties in the same year, showing that
'inthe sixteen there was a total num-
ounty
isc?(‘clorl of 44,988, of whom there
were selected G378, the total num-
ber actuallv drafted being 5134,
The average for each County would
thus be : —total returned 2812, se-
lected 898, drafted, only 821. It
would be seen thus that the cost to
thie whole Province of selecting  Jur-
ors was unnccessarily large, aund it
was advisable to introduce some
scheme which would simplify the pro-
cess of selection. The scheme he
had endeavored to eclaborate in this
Bill would, he thought, materially
aid in that resalt, and would relieve
the various County Couuncils through-
out the Province, from a large por-
tion of their present expenditure. The
Bill provides thatthe county selectors
shail meet at a period anterior to the
mecting of the municipal selectors,
and, taking the votcrs lists for a basis
shall carefully go over the names,
and decide what number of Jarors
will be required for actual service in
that year, and shall apportion them
among the various municipalities ac-

cach. They will then direct that
three times the specified number shall
be sent up from each municipality,
and from these they will make their
selection. The selectors for each
municipality will each begin their
selection from the list at & different

county selectors at their flrst meet

each municipality would have a dif-

tes were exempted from serving upon
juries in the inferior Courtsjand upon

e most intelligent

He would himself have

_ a total of 6500, thus making up the

cording to the voting population of

letter of the alphabet, the letter being
flxed and determined upon by the

ing. 8o far as possible, under this
Bill, the first year the selectors for

ferent letter of the alphabet to begin
with, and in future seleotions each
would proceed with the lotter at

which they left off. This plan would
operate in this way. Sunpposing the
county selectors decided that 288
jurors would be the number required
for the year, three times this number
of names, or 864, instead of 2800
or 8000, would be semt up by
the local selectors. Bupposing
that out of the 288, onme
locality ie allotted 50 as its number,
150 names would have to be sent up,
which would be chosen in the follow-
ing manner :—Twice the number
required, (or in the case mentioned,
800) would be taken in rotation from
those qualified ; then these names
would be gone over and two-thirds
of them selected, eliminating those
least qualified %o act, leaviog 200 ; a
ballot would then be taken on the se-
lection of the actual number required,
namely, 150 out of the 200. He
thought it well to recoguize the ballot
in making choice of these names so
as to present some safeguard against
any attempt at packing the Jurors'
rolls. If an attempt were made to
pack & Jury, it would be frustrated
by the means taken of making a
choice. It might be said that no snch
attempt has been made in the past,
but no one could say that it wou'd not
be made at some time in the future,
and the wise legislator would pall|
down no safeguards without erecting
new ones in their plac:s. T s sim-
plification of the process of election
would save a great deal of « <pense to

s e ——c

quire the atten

trial of capitsl felonies
weight;

body of the Court under the Domin.
ion act of 1869 so that ample means
would be found for supplementing the
panel. That seetion of the Aot which
provided that not less than 48 jurors
should be selected was by this Bill
repealed,leaving it with the County
authorities themselves to reduce the
number to 36 or to 24 as might be

the particular Court. e was
awarc that somc persons familiar
with these questions were of opim-
ion it wonld be better to abolish the
sccond selection. What the precise
objection to county sclectors was he
was ot in & posit'on to say. Some
said they were a use'css expense,and

the municipalities, ns wel' as to the
various counties, and wa . in the in-
terest of economy, Tl ingthe yeirs!
11375, 1876 acd 1877 ‘he total aver-
are cost of Grand and Petit Jurors to

others that they hd the power to pack
a jury. It was in 1858 that this sys-
tem of county sclcctors was institut-
ed as it now exists. Prior to that,by
the Act of 1830, the Clerk of the

the various County * suneils per year |
in the Provines w3 $188,462 71,
The amount yo | to Jurors was|
[2100,164.21, st 1oning Jurors cost |
§13,708.81, a* . the amount paid to |
the county s | ctors was $5,144.69,
The oth'r items of which
this awovunt was composed eould
only be cst:mated, but he had con- |
snlted prrsons who were in a position
|to give information with regard to
|them and had arrived at the fol-
lowing results :—Clerks of the Peace
{in 87 counties at 350 (which he con-
'sidered a low average) $12950, and
. the primary selectors of 650 munici-
"palities 810 per cach municipality,or’

|

total before given, or an average of
25742 per annum for cah County.
\ny amendment to t o presoat law
which wounld tend to r iuce this ex-
penge might fairly ha ¢omsidered as
in the right direction. Ilaving pro-
vide1 for the return of a certain num-
ber of jurors (which would ba on an
average about 864 for each County)
another element eame in.  The bill
provided that the county selectors
should not only determine the number
to be sent up each year, but they
wonld slso fix the pumber of the
panel to be returned to each Court.
It would be noticed that the Clerk of
the Peace was not by the Bill made
one of the county selectors. In 1858
the person occupying this office was
not generally a practising lawyer, and
might properly form one of the County
Board, but now as a rule he was a
lawyer practising in the Courts and
was ueunally the County Attorney.
He might therefore ke interested in
the formation of the jury lst—not
necessarily so, but there was a temp-
tation. The Bill provided that he
should be prescnt at the meeting, but
should take no part in selecting names
and in case of a ti- the County Judge
would Liave two voles,

1t was propoesod to it the num-
ber of Jurors, for when the Jurors
Act was originally framed all eivil
cases were tried by jury,
there was no County Judge's Criminal
Court and Poiive Magistratcs had not
their present snmmary jurisdiction,
g0 that there was then a necessity for
a larger panel. The largest number
required for the Scssions,except per-
lLiaps in the County of York wonld be
48 Petit Jurors besides Girand Jurors,
There were, howcver, not more
than seven or eight counties which
wonld require that number  of petit
jurors for tie Sessions, and there
were perhaps eleven that would not
require more than 24, At the Aseizo
probably seventeen enunties would re-
quire & pancl of 48. leaving twenty
which would not requive more than 86.
It was providel that while the county
solectors det>imined the number of
the panael to b returned, power was
given to the Juiges who issus the
precepts to direct that a greater or
lesser number shall be swmmoned
than are called for by the resolution.
It would reqaire a eertain amount of
observation ‘aud experience before
the largest benefit could be secared

Peaco sclected the names from the
assessment rolls and sent them to the
Sherift, who selected and snmmon d
the pancl.  Bubsequentiy it was en-
acted that the magistrates in Quarter
Sessions assembled should make the
selection from the list furnished by
tho Clork of the Peaco, but in 1858
the present system was introduced.
Altlough it had been strongly urged
apon him by some hon. members

that it was inadvisable to con-
tinue the second selections, he
apprehended tbat it would be

found impossible to work our present
system efticiently without continuing
that  Board. They were not
an expensive part of the machinery
as they cost but $139 p v county on
an average, and under the system
proposed,it was thought that this eost
would be reduced by about one third.
When dealing with matters of such
importance to the commmumty an ex-
pense of $100 per County was not of
very serious import. As to their
packing juries, he did not think this
charge could be fairly laid at their
door, There would not be so good
au opportunity to pack a jury asif
the selections wers left to theMunici-
pal selectors to mako anopen selce-
tion instead of one by ballot. There
might be great objection to allowing
two or three irresponsible men to sit
down quictly in their office and m ke
ti.is seicction opealy. Irom the fact
of their oceupying the position they
aid the county selectors wonld be
persoms of bigh character, and the
knewledge that their action would be
reviewel by a body of intelli-
geut men, wlo would act as a
check upon the municipal selectors

one to place the whole selection in

who wonld male their selee'ion open-
lv and by a simple choice of names,

use of the bal ot at the primary selee-
tions. It has been thouzht unsafe
in a modified form. 1t will be obvi-
ous to any person acqnainted with
the ballot is preserved, the secound
selection is an important factor in
makiog the panel an intelligent one.
nearly always be found raen of differ-

check upon each other. Notwith-

e was hims:lf of opinion
and useful feature of our jury sys

country, should not be abolished

from this clause of the Bill. Poweris

also given to the County Judge,
after the precepte are issued, to re-
noe of an additional
number of jurors to provide for the
or other
criminal offences, or the
Judge himself, either befere or during
the sittings of the court, may require
arger number to be returned. It
might be objected to this duty being
lefs in the hands of the county selec-
tors, but upon the whole he consid-
ed that he had surrounded the ex: roise
of this duty by them with sufficient con-
ditions and limitations and their ae-
tions were 8o much subject to revis-
ion at the hands of the judge that
a dead lock would be unlikely tooccur.
Where the challenge is exercised,
jurors migbt be summoned from the

deemed sufficient for the purposes of

There were but two alternatives—the

the hands of the municipal selectors
or on the other hand to preserve the

entirely to abandon the ballot, and it |
had b en preserved in this measure

the modce of selection that so long as

ent ehades of opinion who would be a

standing all that Lhad been said
agninst the county selectors, he be-
lieved they performed importaut fuce-
tions in connection wich our Jury
system, and he had therefore in this
Bill provided for their continuance.
The other feature of the Bill was that
relating to Grand Juries. 'l he subject
of their abolition had been referred to
in addresses by learned Judges from
time to time, and had formed an in-
teresting topic of diecussion in the

ress of the country and elsewhere,
that
the Grand Jury was an important

tem, and, in the best interests of the

If it were abolished some other in-
strument performing like fanctions,
would require to take its place, and
it was quite poseikle that other in-
struments might not work with as
much satisfaction. It was a very old
branch of our criminal jurisprudence ;
was in fact onme of the institutions
hoary with age—yet covered with re-
spectability—ripe in years yet fresh
in youth, which had been perpetuated
through all changes and law reforms
in England, and had been bequeath-
ed to us almost untouched in its
simplicity, aud he thought he might
add in its pristine purity. It had
both in this eountry and in the old
land,whence we derived it,performed
its fanctions faithfully and intelligent-
ly, and while it had handed over to the
tender mercies of the law
the law-breaker and the
criminal, it had often rtood as a
shield and bulwark of defence to in-

bad been stated by the Hon. the At-
torney-General last session, that a
case had been prepared for submis-
sion tothe Supreme Court to deter-
mine Low far, with regard to this
question, the jurisdiction of this House
extends. Itwas found impossible
to secure an argument of the
question early in the year, for the
Dominlon Government were about
going to the country, and the new
Government had not yet been able to
give their attention to the question.
The decision of the Supreme Court
would, when obtained, finally settle
the question. Part one might now
be enacted by the House and Part two
be brought into effect at any time by
the proclamation of the Lieutenant-
Governor. The savings each year
proposed by this measure might be
fair z estimated for each County and
for the Province generally, as follows :

nocence and patriotism. It might
fairly be claimed for it tbat it had in|
tbis country performed its functions
conscientiously and intelligently at a |
cost, which had pot, upon the whole, |
been disproportionately burdensome. |
What other system could be devised |
in substitution for it, tbat would chal- |
lenge public confidence in & like de-
gree ! He confessed that as yet he
had failed to find that problem eatis-
factorily solved by the advocates of
its abolition. It would not do to
trust the work to the prosecuting At-
torney, as it would be to his interest
to send up for trial all persons sent
up by the magistrates, and the same
observation would apply to Queen's
Counsel, who might for the times being
be presceuting, It wounld reqaire to
be entrusted to some regu'ar officer, |
and that would involve payment to
him by salaey or otherwise, In that
case would tho work be more econo-
mically or more efliciently performed ?
orjmight rot the annual charge upon
the rcunicipalities be greater than
that of the Grand Juries. Dut what.
ever might be said as regards its
abolition, he thiought it would be con-
ceded that it might, without disad-
vantage be modified in the interest »f
the publie, both with regard to the
despateh of business, and from an
economical stand-point,and that with-
out interfering in any way with its
entire effici: ncy. The proposition was
to reduce the number from 24 to 13
and to provide that seven might find
a trae bill instead of twelve, This
would enable the panel to be formed
with less trouble aud expense and
[ 'would, at the same time, perhaps em-
| . .

{ body as much intelligence as a larger
nuwber.

|

Asyet, bothsides of the question had
not been argued —and the people have
Leard but one side, that favour-
ing its demolition. 1t had not yet
reached that advanced :tage when
the defenders of the Grand Jury as
an institution had thought it neces-
sary to come to its defense; but he
ventured the opinion that when it
came to be fully argued before the
people, if the necessity for that
arose, public opinion would epeak out
strongly in its defense. He was of
opinion that the surest way to pre-
serve an institution good in itself was
to e'iminate that which was objection-

On the amount paid to Grand and
Petit Jurors $807.22 per County or
a total of $29,850.88 for the entire

| Province—on cost of summoning

Jurors $117.58 per county or $4852.-
08 throughout the Province. The
amount paid to selectors in each
county would, he thought, be redue-
ed by one-third or 346.35 or to the
Province $1714 90 ; by the reduction
of the number of names returned,
cach County wou'd be benefited to
the amount of $133.44 and all the
Counties $4937,28. It would be evi-
dent that the smaliler counties wounld
not profit so0 much under this head
as the larger ones. On Sheriffs’
certificat s, the saviog wouid aver-
age $40 for each Connty or $1480 for
the Provinee. Upon Certificates to
selectors the saving for tho County
and Province respectively wonld be
£15 and 8555, On Records, the ad-
ditional fees payable to the County
would bs in the Superior Court 829,
03 or 81074 for the Provinec and
im the County Courts on the same
$32.82 in each County or $1206 00
for the Province, thus aggregating a
total saving each year to tho Pro-
vince of $45,169.59 or on an average
for each County of $1220.94, From
these figures would hiave to he deduct
ed the one fourth cost of a full panel
of 48 petit jurors, which would be
required at Assize, in perhaps 17
counties $4976.00. This would leave
a net annual saving of $10,193.09 to
the Province, or an annual average to
each county of $1086.44. It night
be said that a full panel of 48 jurors
would also be required in some coun-
ties at the General Sessions in June
and Deeember. That would, no doubt
be found to be the case, but he was
inelined to think there would be found
as many countics where the panel re-
quired would be but 24 and this would
stand as an offsct against the others,
and npo deduction should therefore
properly be made from the proposed
savings on that acecunt. The fore-
going figures are exclusive of the de-
cease in the municipal or primary
selections which would be considerable
but which he had no means of cor-
rectly estimativg.

He did not pretend to say Lis mea-
sure was a perfcct one or as compre-
liensive as it might have been, but he

able from it, to reform the iustitation
itself, not destroy it. The average
amount per annu.m paid to Grand Jar-
orsin the years 1875, 1876, 1877 was
§28.044, and to petit Jurors 877,153,
01, or » total of $100,197,556. In
|the case of Grand Juries a saving
of cleven-twenty fourths was propos-
'«-d to be made, or & net sum of $10,-
562.08, and in the latter one-fourth,
or 19,288.25 being a total saving in
these items along of $29,850.88.

MR. MEREDITH —Does that in-
¢lude the eost of summoning ?

MR. HARDY said that it did not.
The additional cost of summoning
Grand Jurors was $4,445.04 upon

Upon the County Board there would | whieh an additional saving would ve

effected of $2,087,69. He was aware,
that the question would be 1aised as |
to the power of the Legislatare to
deal with the question of Graud
Juries as proposed. He was not in
a position Lo pronounce with certain-
ty hew far those powers extended, as
the case prepared for subwmission to
the Supreme Conrt had not been ar-
gued. As would be observed by hon.
members,he had divided the Bill into
two parts: one, containing the am-
endments over which he was inclined
to think the House had full power,
and the other, those concerning which
the power of the House is not so well
ascertained. He was inclined to
think the reduction of the number
-| who had power to find & bill from 12
to 7 was as & matter of procedure not
.| within the power of the House. It

submitted it was in the right diree-
tion, and proposed to deal with a
question which had of late been grow-
ing in importance and attracting the
attention of the most intelligent men
connected with the administration of
our mu icipnl affairs. He invited
criticism—{riendly criticism. He
promised hon. gentlemen opposite as
well as hon. gentlemen on bis own
side of the Housc that any sugges-
tions they might favour bim or the
House with, with a view to the im-
provewent of the measure, would re.
erive every consideration at his hands
and at the hands of the Government.
If the measure met with the approv-
al of the Houso and became law, he
thought hs might fairly claim
that it would do much towards
relieving the counties of a eon-
siderable portion ot the heavy
burden now borne in connection
with the administration of Justice,
and he thought that any measure
dealing with any of our popular in-
stitutions and which, while not dis-
turbing them or destroying their in-
fluence or efficiency, yet contrived to
relieve the people of each county in
the Province of taxation to the a-
mount of nearly $1100.00 per annum
and the Province to the extent of over
$40,000.00 per anuum would not only
meet with the sooo{)tnuco of the people
but they would hail it as a substantial
measure of Law Reform,

The honorable gentleman resumed
his seat amid loud cheers.




