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in pt or disqualified from serving as 
Grand or Petit Jurors under any of 
the provisions of this Act, shall be 
copied from the assessment roll of 
such Township, Village or ward, 
commencing with the name of the 
person rated ot the highest amount 
on snob roll, and proceeding success
ively towards the name of the per
son rated at the lowest amount, until 
the names of one-half of the persons 
assessed upon such roll have been 
copied from the same, and the a- 
mount for which the last of such per
sons is assessed upon the said roll 
shall he that which qualifies every 
resident inhabitant of such Township, 
Village or Urban waid or renders 
him liable to serve as such Juror.

To comply with that section liter
ally, it would be necessary to make a 
search throughout the whole assess
ment roll to find the name of the per
son assessed at the highest figures, 
then the second, third and so on, as 
provided by that sect ion. That, lie 
apprehended, was never done, and, 
as each clerk had his own way of de
termining the amount of qualification, 
widely different results were arrived 
at. In securing returns upon this 
point from the various municipalities 
he hail endeavored to obtain figures 
from counties representing all sec- 
lions of the Province, The table lie 
had before him covered clt-vm coun
ties. In tli > County of Huron the 
minimum qr.nl licntiou ranged from 
$150 to 82500 in iiffeixni municipal!- 

nnm- i ties, with au nv ia",o qualification of 
$951.60 : in Frontenac from fill) to 
$100, the average minimum qualifi
ent ou for the county b mg $.'00.4(1 ; 
in York the a\i v.igo minimum qtuili- 
f!cation was $1211.11, the amounts 
varying fiom $200 to $1000 and so 
on. Trio townships in these various 
counties from which r. turns have 
been obtained numbered 12$, and the 
average minimum qualification of 
these 123 townships was 8000.72. 
The villages, 18 in number, showed 
an average minimum qualification of 
81)1.80. The town average mini
mum qmtlifh'iuiuu distributed among 
28 towns from different sections was 
8185.00. Five cities also had been 
taken, in which the average minimum 
qualifications of all the wards were 
as follows:—Toronto $1)84.11, Hamil
ton, $082.85 ; Drantfurd, $700.00 : 
Kingston. $0(i0 nnd London $ lot) or 
an average of $085.40. The uvirage 
minimum qualification of both t' Wus 
and cilits tikvii together was s 179 - 
71. It had been thought that it 
would much simplify the Act if a 
medium figure could he determin
ed on which could be fixed as the 
Juror's qualification, in each of tlics* 
class; s of municipalities, lut, as 
would be seen by t ie figures quoted,

The following is a summary of 
lion. Mr. Hardy's address on moving 
the second reeding of hie Bill to 
emend the Jurors Act, February 25,
1879.

Mr. HARDY laid no radical changes 
were by this Bill proposed to the pre
sent Act relating to Jurors, a measure 
which had stood upon our statute 
books since 1868, almost substanti
ally as it was when first passed by the 
Parliament of that period. Unlike 
most of oar great Charter Acts it had 
not keen dealt with from time to time 
by the different legislator», as it 
embodied a scheme which, if interfer
ed with at all, should be treated with 
reference to the whole and not merely 
to different sections or fragment» of the 
Aot. In I860 and 1851 the Hon.
Robt. Baldwin had both consolidated 
and amended the Acts in force relat
ing to Juries prior to those periods.
The lew had been further amended in 
1868. The most important of these 
amendments i elated to the mode of 
selecting jurors, and that has always 
been, and must necessarily be, one of 
the most important features of our 
jury system. In 1858 the JuroreAct 
was, as he had before mentioned, 
again consol.dated and amended by 
the commissioners for consolidating 
the Statues, and was passed into law 
during the session of that year under 
the guidance of the then Post master 
General, the Hun Sidney Smith.

The amendmen'a which he proposed 
to introduce would lie seen by the 
copies of the act which lion, 
hors had had placed in their hands 
and which he would shortly combler.
The House was ind< bted to the lion, 
member for West Huron (Mr. Russ) 
and the lion, member for \V>st Mid
dlesex i Mr. WiVerworth) for having 
from time to time directed the at
tention of the House to the fact that 
the present jury law was working 
oppressively to the municipalities by 
reason of the heavy expenditure 
which wss entailed by its adminis
tration The machinery of the prisent 
Jury Law was complicated nnd cum- 
herons. The system being an in
volved one, it was impossible to make 
the law absolutely simple. The ob
jects to Lcattninednndthe large num
ber of men to be dealt with, in con
nection witli the select;ou of jurors 
from all the counties required elabor
ate machinery, and every part of that | 
machinery must work harmoniously j 
with the rest that it may not r. inter 
the Act unworkable. The difficulty 
in framing a measure of this kind was j 
first, in securing the presence on ilie 
panel of men whom all would acknowl
edge as fi-ted for the position, and 
secondly, in providing machinery that, 
would accoinp itli the cud desired, nnd j 
at the same time lit in with that which
now existed. He thought it might fair- this would require careful exunnn- 
ly be said that the Jury Law iu this ation to determine what that 
Province had worked with comparative fignto should be. It had been thought

tes were exempted from serving upon 
juries in the inferior Courts'and upon 
petit juries at Aeeito and Niti Prim.
A class numbering about six thousand 
and composed of the moat intelligent 
men in the Province was thus dis
qualified. There eould be no good 
reason why these men ahenld not be 
called upon petit juries in the Super
ior Courte. He would himself have 
felt very much inclined to make th»r 
eligible to serve upon grand and petit 
juries in the Inferior Courts, bat when 
it wee considered that they were pert 
and parcel of the Court of Quarter 
Sessions, it would be quite plain they 
could not in part compose the jury.
But while the Inferior Courts would 
not have the benefit of their presence 
upon juries, their eligibility to serve 
in tbs others would free a certain class 
of men now placed upon Petit Juries 
in the Superior Courts and leave them 
free to serve in the Inferior Courts.
Thus, though they would not have the 
bent fit of ilie magistrates they would 
have the benefit of the presence and 
counsels of those whom Ilie magis 
trates displaced.

MR MEREDITH—Why not make 
only two jury lists for both courts,

MR. HARDY—Had desired to do 
this as it would somewhat simplify 
the process of selection, but when it 
was desired to have magistrates upon 
petit juries it would he seen that for 
reasons already given this would be 
impossible. There was no great dif
ficulty practically in working witn 
four jury lists, (hough it added some
what to the complexity of the pro
ceedings. Another feature which 
would strike any one familiar with 
the worlcng of the jury law, was the 
very large number of names sent up 
from each municipality as compared 
with the small number selected ami $181^184.21, si 
placed upon the jury list, and the 
still smaller number actually drafted 
for srrvice upon juries, lie had re
turns upon that point from sixteen 
counties. In 187$, in the County of 
8 mcoe there were 8120 names sent 
up to the Cb rk of the Peace, tabu-

which they left off. This plan would 
operate in this way. Supposing the 
county selectors decided that 888 
jnrors would be the number required 
for the year, three times this number 
of names, or 864, instead of 2800 
or 8000, would be sent up by 
the local selector». Supposing 
that out of the 288, one 
locality is allotted 60 as its number, 
160 names would have to be sent up, 
which would be chosen in the follow
ing manner Twice tbe number 
required, (or in the case mentioned, 
800) would be taken in rotation from 
those qualified : then these names 
would be gone over and two-third» 
of them selected, eliminating those 
least qualified to act, leaving 800 ; a 
ballot would then be taken on tbe se
lection of the actual number required, 
namely, 160 out of the 200. He 
thought it well to recognise the ballot 
in making choice of these names so 
as to present some safeguard against 
any attempt at packing the Jurors' 
rolls. If an attempt were made to 
pack a Jury, it would be frustrated 
by the means taken of making a 
choice. It might be said that no scch 
attempt has been made in the past, 
but no one could say that it would not 
be made at some time in the future, 
and the wise legislator would pull 
down no safeguards without electing 
new ones in their pine s'. T ;is sim
plification of the process of election 
would save a great deal of > xpense to 
the municipalities, as wol as to the 
various counties, and we in the in
terest of economy. TsI :ng the ye ira 
1975, 187Ü in d 1877 : iie total aver
age cost of Grand am’ Petit Jurors to 
the various County 1 juncils per year 
in the Province v.n $188,402.71. 
The amount | i to Jurors was 

louing Jurors cost 
$18,708.81, a- .lie amount paid to 
the county s ! etors was $5,144.69. 
The oth r items of which
this amount was composed could 
only he (s':mated, but he had con
sulted p i sons who were in a position 
to give information with regard to

luted, entered on the jurors roll and j them and had arrived at the fol- 
submitted to the county selectors.: lowing results :—Clerks of the Peace 
They chose !I84, leaving over three '» 87 counties at #850 (whichhe con- 
tliousand names either untouched or ' sidered a low average) $12960, and

ill , the primary selectors of (150 munici-rejected, and of this number only 
wire actually called upon du 
year to serve upon pnu< '
111 Huron 87(15 nan 
lip—but 881 wore self'
286 were drafted 1>;

I for actual service. In 
i 8907 w< re sent up, win!

smoothness, had secured fair trials 
and had given reasonable satisfaction 
had imbed, in that particular,proved 
itself equal to any system unit r any 
known code of jurisprudence. The 
amendments proposed, therefore wi re
designed with a view to 
lopping off some parts which 
had rendered it unwieldy and i xpen- 
sive to the municipalities that were 
charged with the responsibilities and 
expense of working it. As the House 
was aware, the selection of jurymen 
was made in the first ins
tance in each town or town
ship by the Mayor or Reeve, the As
sessor and the Township or Town 
Clerk, who met at a certain statu
tory period and clio=c the names of 
qualified persons which were to be 
returned. There was no qunlifica- 
tion definitely settled by the Act, end 
among the municipalities there was 
no generally recognized method of 
determining what that qualification 
should be. No two Township Clerks, 
so far as lie knew, had been in the 
habit of using precisely the same 
means of arriving at what the quali
fication actually was. That qualifi
cation was ascertained under section 
six which was as follows :

‘The amount in respect of which

that uu amom t .-omcaii.it less than 
the av< race in each ease should he 

j fixed so that no one might fairly ho
p sfti1 to be exploded, who had ** ties in t!*e same yg^r, showing 
present the requisite qualifie ition. It mt|10 s xteen there was a total nuin- 
should lint he inf- rre I that the stand - pur 0f nHlllei Hcut in to the County 
nrd of the Jurors would thereby j electors of 4 f,988, of whom there

were selected 11878, the total iium-

‘ " ,1 r i - .
V Vl'o bu I • t

. uml hu.
; • Sheriff 
Wellington 
e hut 884

were selected and 288 drafted ; in 
llrucc the number mat up was 1481, 
selected 881, drafted 283, whi'e in 
York <1171 were sent up, but 964 
w< re selecti d and 8G0 drafted. These 
figure s without giving other instances 
would show that there was much 
waste of effort and time and a largo 

i exp nditure by the municipalities 
without any corrcpouJing risult. 

Ills then proceeded to r. ad 
I the relative numbers of other coun
ties in the same yatr. showing that

1 polities $10 per rneh municipality,or 
a total of $0500, thus making up the 
total heforo given, or an average of 
$8742 per annum for a ll County. 
\ny amendment to t > pro., it law 
which would tend to i luce this ex
pense might fairly hi v msidered as 
in the right direction. Having pro
vide I for the return of a certain num
ber of jurors (which would bo on an 
average about 864 for each County ) 
another element came in. The bill 
provided that the county selectors

bu lowered, for tlm process of selec
tion prescribed would rectify that. 
It widened the boos of selection 
simcwlmt. but a little c» c on 
the part of I he selectors would 
obviate any ill result wlii-h could 
possibly flow from that. I tv this en
largement of the eirnle of those quali
fied, they wou'd r* ach u class of in
telligence which h id not before been 
avai'able, wi irh had in fii't under 
the operations of the present law 
bom practically i xcluded from exer
cising the high and important func
tions of Jurois. The qualifications 
in cities woul l necessarily be higher 
than in towns villages or townships, 
tlvrefore the prisent Bid provided as 
follows :—

‘•Unless exempted, every person re 
siding in any County or other local 
Judicial division in Ontario, who is 
over the age of twenty cue years, and 
in the possession of his natural fac
ulties, and not infirm or decrepit, and 
who Is assessed as owner or tenant

person is qualified and liable to for local purposes upon property .real
serve as a Juror, elia'l, by the Select
ors of each Township, Village or Ur
ban ward lie determined by the relative 
amount of property for which the 
person is assessed on the assessment 
roll of the Township, Village or Ur
ban ward of which he is a resident 
inhabitant at the time of tlm annual 
selection of Jurors, and the mode for 
ascertaining the same shall be as 
follows, that is to say : The names 
el one half of the assessed resident 
inhabitants of the Township, Village 
or Urban ward, which remain after 
striking from the said roll the names 
of all persons entirely freed and ex-

or personal, belonging to him in bis 
own right, or in that of hie wife, of 
the value of not less than six hundred 
dollars in Cities and four hundred 
dollars in Towns, Incorporated Vil
lages and Townships, aliall be quali 
fled and liable to serve as a Juror, 
both on Grand and Petit Juries, in 
Her Majesty's Superior Courts of 
Common Law, having general Ciirai 
nul or Civil jurisdiction throughout 
Ontario, and in nil Courts of Civil 
or criminal juiisdictinn within tho 
County or other local judical division 
of tbe County in whii h lie resides."

Under tho present law, raagistra-

elso given to the County Judge, 
after the precepts are issued, to re
quire tbe attendance of an additional 
number of jurors to provide for the 
trial of capital felonies or other 
weighty criminal offences, or tbe 
Judge himself, either before or during 
the sittings of the court, may require 
a larger number to bo returned. It 
might be objected to this duty being 
left in the hand* of the county selec
tors, but upon tbe whole he consid- 
ed that he had surrounded the ex- roiee 
of this duty by them with sufficient con
ditions and limitations and their ac
tions were so much subject to revis
ion at tbe bands of the judge that 
a dead lock would be unlikely tooccar. 
Where the ebellenge is exercised, 
jurors might be summoned from the 
body of the Court under the Domin
ion act of 1809 so that ample means 
would be found for supplementing the 
panel. That section of tbe Aet which 
provided that not less then 48 jurors 
should be selected was by this Bill 
repealed,leaving it with the County 
authorities themselves to reduce tbe 
number to 86 or to 24 as might bo 
deemed sufficient for the purposes of 
the particular Court. He was 
aware that some persons familiar 
with these questions were of opia 
ion it would be better to abolish the 
second selection. What the precise 
objection to county selectors was he 
was nut in a posit on to say. Some 
ssid they were a uso'ess expense,and 
others that they h id the power to pack 
a jury. It was in 1858 that this sys
tem of county si-h etors was institut
ed as it now exists. Prior to that,by 
the Act of 1850, the Clerk of the 
Peace selected the names from (lie 
assessment rolls and s.-nt them to the 
Sheriff, who selected and summon d 
the panel. Subsequently it was en
acted that the magistrates iu Quarter 
Sessions assembled should make the 
selection from the list furnished by 
tho Clui-L of the Peace, but iu 185*8 
the present system was introduced. 
Although it had been strongly urged 
upon him by some lion, members 
that it was inadvisable to con
tinue the second selections, he 
apprehended that it would be 
I'ouud impossible to work our present 
system efficiently without continuing 
that Board. They were not 
an expensive part of the machinery 
as they cost but $189 p r county on 
an average, and under the system

If it were abolished some other in
strument performing like functions, 
would require to take its place, and 
it was quite possible that other in
struments might not work with as 
mash satisfaction. It was a very old 
branch of our criminal jurisprudence ; 
was in fact one of the institutions 
hoary with age—yet covered with re
spectability—ripe in years yet Iresh 
in youth, which had been perpetuated 
through all changes and law reform* 
in England, and had been bequeath
ed to us almost untouched in its 
simplicity, and he thought he might 
add in its pristine purity. It bad 
both in this country and in the old 
land,whence we derived it,performed 
its fonctions faithfully and intelligent
ly, and while it had handed over to tbe 
tender mercies of the law 
tbe law- breaker and the 
criminal, it had oltcn stood as a 
shield and bulwark of defence to in
nocence and patriotism. It might

bad been stated by the Hon. the At
torney-General last session, that a 
case had been prepired for submis
sion to the Supreme Court to deter
mine Low far, with regard to this 
question, the jurisdiction of this Hones 
extends. It was found impossible 
to secure an argument of the 
question early in the year, for tbe 
Dominion Government were about 
going to the country, and the new 
Government bad not yet been able to 
give their attention to the question. 
The decision of the Supreme Court 
would, when obtained, finally settle 
the question. Part one might now 
be enacted by the House and Part two 
be brought into effect at any time by 
the proclamation of the Lieutenant- 
Governor. Tbe savings each year 
proposed by this measure might be 
fairly estimated for each County and 
for the Province generally, as follows :

fairly be claimed for it that it hading «nth, amount paid to Grand and 
this country performed its functions ! P»U‘ f'T-foK ot P,er bounty or 
conscientiously ftnd intelligently at a ! of $29,8t>0.33 for the entire
cost, which had not, upon the whole, ^r0Tince—-on cost of summoning 
been disproportionately burdensome. | J«r°r' I11.7'6? P®rco"nt, 0r *43*2 ' 
What other system could be devised throughout the Province. The 
in substitution for it, that would dial- amount PB|d to electors in each
lenge public confidence in a like de
gree ! He confessed that as yet he 
hail failed to find that problem satis
factorily solved by the advocates of 
its abolition. It would not do to 
trust the work to tho prosecuting At
torney, ns it would be to his interest 
to send up for trial all persons sent 
up by the magistrates, ami the same 
observivion would apply to Queen’s 
Cotiusol, who ui'glit fur the time being 
be presenting, It would require to 
he entrusted to some regular officer, 
and that would inv 
him hy salary or oth 
case would tho work La more econo
mically or more efficiently j erformed ? 
orfmight not the annual charge upon 
the municipalities be greater tlmn 
that of the Grand Juries. But wl.at- 
tver might be said ns regards its 
abolition, he thought it would be con
ceded that it might, without disad
vantage be modified in the interest if 
the public, both with regard to the 
despatch of business, and from an 
economical stand-point,and that with
out interfering in any way with its 
entire cllich m v. Tho proposi.iou was 
to reduce tho number from 21 to 18 
and to provide that seven might liml

ic regular officer, . ' ,
,o!ve payment to ^lcctois the saving for tl 
h.-rwise. In that and Province respectively-

proposed.it was thought that this cost a true bill instead of twelve. Tlii 
would be reduced by about one thud. 1 would enable the panel to lie formed 
When dealing wi'li matters of such . with less trouble and expense and 
importance to the community an ex- j wotil 1, :it the same time, perhaps cm- 
pense of $10(1 per County was not of ; body as much intelligence ns a larger 
very serious import. As to their I number.
packing juries, lie did not think this 
charge could ho fairly laid at their 
door. There would not he so good

should not only determine tbe number : an opportunity to pack a jnrv as if 
to be sent up each year, hut they the selections wero left to thcMuuici- 
would also fix the number of the p«l selectors to malm an open sehc- 
panel to be returned to each Court, tioo instead of one by ballot. There 
It would be noticed that the Clerk of might be gnat objection to allowing

her actually drafted being 5184. 
flie average for each County would 
thus be :—total returned 2812, se
lect! d 898, drafted, only 821. It 
would be seen thus that the cost to 
the whole Province of selecting Jur
ors was unnecessarily large, and it 
was advisable to introduce some 
scheme which would .simplify the pro
cess of selection. Tho scheme lie 
had endeavored to elaborate in this 
Bill would, he thought, materially 
aid iu that nsult, and would relieve 
the various County Councila through 
out the Province, from a largo por
tion of their present expenditure. The 
Bill provides that the county selcctms 
shall meet at a period anterior to the 
meeting of the municipal selectors, 
and, taking the voters lists for a basis 
shall carefully go over the names, 
ami decide what number of Jurors 
will be required for actual service in 
that year, and shall apportion them 
among tbe various municipalities ac
cording to the voting population of 
rneh. They will then direct that 
three time » the specified number shall 
bo soot up from each municipality, 
and from these they will make their 
selection. Tho selectors for each 
municipality will each begin their 
selection from the list at a different 
letter of the alphabet, the letter being 
fixed and determined upon by the 
county selectors at their first meet 
ing. So far as possible, under this 
Bill, the first year the selectors for 
each municipality would have a dif
ferent letter of the alphabet to begin 
with, and in future selections each 
would proceed with the letter it

the Pence was not by the Bill made 
one of the county selectors. Iu 1858 
the person occupying this office was 
not generally a practising lawyer, and 
might projierlv form one of tlieCoimty 
Board, but now as n rale he was a 
lawyer practising in the Courts and 
was" uenally the County Attorney. 
He might therefore fce interested in 
tho formation of the jury list—not 
necessarily so, but there was a temp
tation. The Bill provided that he 
should be present at the meeting, but 
should take no part in selecting names 
ami in case of a ti tile County Judge 
would have two votes.

It was propound to limit the num
ber of Jurors, for when the Jurors 
Act was originally framed all civil 
cases were tried hy jury, 
there was no Comity Judge's Criminal 
Court and Police Magistrates find not 
their present summary jurisdiction, 
so that there was then a necessity for 
a larger panel. The largest number 
required for the K< usions,except per 
Imps in the Cunuty of York would be 
48 Petit Jurors besides Grain! Jurors 
There were, however, not more 
than seven or eight counties which 
would require that number »f petit 
jurors for the Sessions, ni l there 
were perhaps eleven that would not 
require more than 24. At the Aseize 
probably seventeen cuuth a would re
quire a panel of 48. leaving twenty 
which would mil require more than 86. 
It was provided that while the county 
selectors del nmined the number of 
the panel toll' returned, power was 
given to the Judges who issue Ilie 
precepts to direct that a greater or 
lesser number shall lie summoned 
than are callulfor by the resolution. 
It would require a certain amount of 
observstion and experience before 
the largest benefit conld be secured 
from this clause of tbe Bill. Power le

I wo or three irresponsible men to sit 
down quietly in their office and m kc 
this selection openly. From the fact 
of their occupying tho position they 
did the county selectors would be 
persoes of high character, and the 
knowledge that their action would be 
reviewed by a body of intelli
gent men, wl o would act as a 
check upon the municipal selectors 
There wore but two alternatives—the 
one to place the whole selection in 
the hands of the municipal selectors 
who would make their sclec'ion open
ly nnd by a simple choice of names, 
or ou llie other hind to preserve the 
use of the b.il ot at the primary selec
tions. It has been tliourlit unsafe 
entirely to abandon the ballot, and it 
had b i n preserved in this measure 
inn modified form. It will la; obvi
ous to anv person acquainted with 
the modi of selection lint so long as 
the ballot is preserved, the second 
selection is an important factor in 
making the panel an intelligent one. 
Upon the County Board there would 
nearly always be found men of differ
ent Blindes of opinion who would be a 
check upon each other. Notwith
standing all that had been said 
against Ilie county selectors, he be
lieved they performed important fure
tions ill connection with our Jury 
system, and he had then fore iu this 
Bill provided for their continuance. 
The other feature of the Bill was that 
relating to Grand Juries. The subject 
of their abolition had boon referred to 
iu addrrssis by learned Judges from 
time to time, end had formed an in
teresting topic of diecuesion in the 
press of the country end elsewhere, 
lie was himself of opiivou that 
the Grand Jury was an important 
and useful feature of our jury sys
tem, and, iu tho best interest* of the 
country, should not be abolished.

As yet, both side* of the qno-lion had 
not been argued—ami the people Invo 
heard but one sHe, that favour
ing its demolition. It hart not yet 
reached that advanced ttugo when 
the defenders of the Grand Jury as 
an institution had thought it neces
sary to come to its defense; but lie 
ventured the opinion that wli-m it 
came to ho fully argued before Un
people, if the necessity for that 
arose, public opinion would speak out 
strongly in its defense. He was of 
opinion that the surest way to pre
serve an institution good iu itself was 
to eliminate that which was objection
able from it, to reform the institution 
itself, not destroy it. The average 
amount peraun .m paid to Grand Jur
ors in the years 1876, 1876, 1877 was 
$28.011, and to petit Jurors 177,158,- 
01, or a total of $100,197,66. In 
the ease of Grand Juries a saving 
of eleven-twenty fourths wss propos
ed to ho made, or a net sum of $10,- 
562.08. and in the latter one-fourth, 
or 919,288.25 being a total saving in 
these items alouo of $29,850.88.

MR. MEREDITH—Does that in
clude tho coat of summoning

MR. HARDY said that it did not. 
The additional cost of summoning 
Grand Jurors was $4,446.04 upon 
which an additional saving would is 
effected of $2,087,69. Ho was aware 
that the question would be raised as' 
to tho power of the Legislature to 
deal with tho question of Grand 
Juries us proposed. Ho was not in 
a position to pronounce with certain
ty hew far those powers extended, es 
the case prepared for submission to 
tbe Supreme Court had not been ar
gued. Ae would bo observed by hon. 
members,ho had divided the Bill into 
two parts : one, containing the am
endments over which he wai inclined 
to think the House had full power, 
and tho other, those concerning which 
the power of the House is not so well 
ascertained. He was inclined to 
think tho reduction of the number 
who had power to find a bill from 12 
to 7 was as a matter of procedure not 
within the power of the House, It

county would, he thought, bo reduc
ed by one-third or 846.86 or to the 
Province 81714 90 ; by the reduction 
of the number of names returned, 
each County wou'd ho benefited to 
the amount of 8183.44 and all the 
Counties 81987.28. It would bo evi
dent that the smaller counties would 
not profit so much under this head 
as the larger ones. On Sheriffs’ 
certificat s, the enviog would aver
age 84(1 for each Comity or $1480 for 
the Province. Upon Certificates to 

tho County 
would be 

915 and 9555. On Records, the ad
ditional fees pax able to the County 
would La in tho Superior Court 829,- 
03 or 81074 for the Province and 
iu the County Courts on the same 
$32.32 iu each County or $1206 00 
for the Province, thus aggregating a 
total saving each year to tho Pro
vince of $45,169.59 or on an average 
for each County of $1220.94, Front 
these figures would have to be deduct
ed the one fourth cost of a full panel 
of 48 petit jurors, which would be 
required at Assize, iu perhaps 17 
counties $4976.00. This would leave 
a net animal saving of $40,198.09 to 
the Province, or an annual average to 
each county of $1086.44. It night 
be said that a full panel of 48 jurors 
would also be required in some coun
ties at the General Sessions in June 
and D'Ctmbir. That would, no doubt 
be found to he the case, but lie was 
inclined to think there would he found 
as many counties where tho panel re
quired would he but 24 and this would 
stand as an offset against the others, 
and no deduction si.oull therefore 
properly he made from the proposed 
savings on that acocunt. The fore
going figures are exclusive of the de
cease in the municipal or primary 
selections which would be considerable 
but which lie had no means of cor
rectly estimating.

lie did not pretend to say Lis mea
sure was a perfect one or ae compre
hensive as it might have been, but he 
submitted it was in the right direc
tion, and proposed to deal with a 
question winch had of late been grow
ing in importance and attracting the 
attention of the most intelligent men 
connected w ith the administration of 
our mu icipal affairs. He invited 
criticism—friendly criticism. He 
promised lion, gentlemen opposite as 
well as hon. gentlemen on bis own 
side of the Houso that any sugges
tions they might favour him or the 
House with, with a view to the im
provement of the measure, would re- 
ci ive every consideration at hie hands 
and at tho hands of the Government. 
If the measure met with the approv
al of the House and became law, he 
thought h< might fairly claim 
that it would do much toward* 
relieving the counties of a con
siderable portion ot tho heavy 
burden now borne in connection 
with the administration of Justice, 
and he thought that any measure 
dealing with any of oar popular in
stitutions and which, while not dis
turbing them or destroying their in
fluence or efficiency, yet contrived to 
relieve the people of each county in 
the Province of taxation to the a- 
raount of ncsrly 81100.00 per annum 
and the Province to the extent of over 
$40,000.00 per annum would not only 
meet with the aooopUnce of the people 
but they would ball it as a substantial 
measure of Law Reform.

The honorable gentleman resumed 
his seat amid load cheer».
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