
self master of this Colony ; r .hers, uo doubt, were led to

betray their couDtry, and to forfeit their allegiance, from enter-

taining political opinions which, if they had been the citizens

of a republic, might not have been out of character, bnt which

led them to violate the strongest obligations of duty, both civil

and religious, when they prompted them to join the enemies of

their Savereign, and to turn their arms against the Govevnment

which had protected them*

It is scarcely necessary to say that the prisoners into whose

cases it will be your duty to inquire, cannot be charged with

the same description of treasonable acts,^—that is, they caniioi

have been adhering to the pu*)lic enemies of the Queen, because

Great Britain is engaged in no public war. But the violation

of allegiance in time of peace, by levying war against the

Sovereign, is an act of Treason involving the same degree of

guilt, both in a legal and moral view, and is frequently pro-

ductive of more misery to the community, whose laws- are thus

offended, than any assistance that can be given ta an open and

public enemy. \U lurf^

It is not my intention, Gentlemen, while we are thus upon

the threshold of the investigation committed to us, to lenter

minutely into the particolavs of those events whjch have^reoeAtly

disturbed/the peace, and threatened the security of thisColooy

;

on the contrary, I desire to avoid, as far as can be properly ;dQne«

any aliusioa to those specific factsnwhich it wiU jbie.nejcessary

for you to inquire mi^i in order that you may approach) Ibo

^scbarge of your duty with mmdsi^s much ^s possible i»ofoiase44

But a. reference to the leading features In those ocQurrencei

which have rendered, thi^ Special ; Commission necessary,

seems indispensable; and,we need not a^ct to: be ignorant; of

wbat.^as beeiiitoo painfully forced upon th0 attention, oCiourn

aelvesi and of every one around iUs. j : il> j n^ hCb vH ^(i >

'^'^' 'UirttW the clos* of the past yedrV'fhisiPi'ovinfce*wore iKiii

aptietttMco of universal peace, and *6f perfect' setarity^Uhe


