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TiiK fnundation of a building Is i'le l(»as( soon of all its
parts

; but it is the most important. Tlio tlrgrco of im-
jjortauec depends on tlio kind of building, and tlio tim-s
it is expected to lust. A temporary cabin may v(;ry
•well be erected on the simd ; but in building a house
one ought to be sure of one's ground..

The idea of life as a building is ipiite fatiiiliar ; and
when Sf) viewed, no mere hut or cabin is tliougiit of, but
nn edifice uoble aud euduiing, retpiiriug therefore aaolid
foundation.

it is plain indeed that so far as this wm-ld is con-
cerned life has a physical basis. In using tliis expression
w(! have no reference to "protoplasm," as might bo
H'.i)posed by those ^yho are familiar with the "Lay
iSevmons" of a certain distinguished scientific teacher

;

but simply mean this, that the physical part of our
nature is the substratum of the Avhole, so that when it

fails, all fails. This is true; but is it the ultimate
truth ? If it be, it is most discouraging. What would
you think of erecting a splendid bulliliug on a founda-
tion whi :h may give way at any moment, and must
giv(> wny in a fe\v years at most ? AVould you think it

worth youi' while to set to work at all y
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