
Ixlv A P P E N I X.

The fonvth nnd fifth were employed in making arranr^cmcnts for opening Wond
Creek (which the ciicmy, %vith the indefatigable labour of one hundred and fit'ty

men, for fonrrccn days, had molt ellxhially choaked ;i[)) and the making a tempo-

rary road f.oin Pip-c Ridges upon Filh Creek, iixrcen miles fnmi the fort, for a
jircl'cnt fupiily of provifion and the tiiiiifport of our artillery : the full was cll'edcd

by the d!li<j,i.nce and /cal of Captain Kouville, afliiled by Captain Harkimcr of the

liubaii department, with one hundred and ten men, inninedaxs; while Lieutenant

J.nrdy, acting; iis aililhmt quartcr-aialler oeneral, had rendered the road in the worH:

ofweuher, fulliciently pruiiicable tu pals the whole artillery and llorea, with feven

dr.ys provifion, in t\\ o days.

On the 5th, in the evcninp;, intelli!i;ence arrived by mv difeovering- parties on the

M 'haw!; River, th.at a reinfcrecuient ofeiujit hiindreil militia, conducted by General

Herkimer, \\-cre on their march to relieve the garrifon, and were aftually at that in-

llant at Ori/ka, an Indian let:Icment, twelve miles from the fort. The garrifon bc-

ipg apprifed o( their march by four men, v.ho were feen enter the fort in the mor-
nir.g, thr( uj,h w hat was tin ught an impenetrable f\\ amp, 1 did not think it pru-

dent to wait for them, and rheieliy fubjeCt myfelf to be attacked by a fally from the

garrifon in the rear, while the reinforcement employed me in front. I therefore de-

termined to attack them on the march, cither openly or covertly, as circumltances

fliould ort'er. At this time, 1 had not two hundred and fifty of the King's- troops i:i

camp ; the various and extenlive operations I was under an abfolute neceffity of

entering inf'-, having employed the red ; and therefore, could not fend above eighty

A\hite men, rangers and troops included, with the whole corps of IndiatiS. Sir John
Johnf(Mi put himfelf at the heatl of this party, and began his march that evening at

live o'clock, and met the rebel corjis at the fame hour the next morning. The im-
pctuofity of the Indians is not to be defcribed on the fight of the enemy (forgetting the

J idicious difpoiition fornieil by Sir John, and agreed to by themfclves, which was, to

liiffer the attack to begin w ith the troops in front, whif" they fliould be on both flanks

aiid rear) they ruflied in, hatchet in hand, and thereby gave the enemy's rear an op-

portunity to efcape. In relation to the viftory, it was c'iually comjiletc, as if the

v/holc had fallen ; nay more lo, as the two hundred who cfcaped only fcrved to fpread

the panic wider ; but it was not U) with the Indians ; their lofs was great (I mvA\ be

iinderllood Indian computation, ocing only about thirty killed, and the like number
Avounded, and in that numb.-rfome of their favourite chiefs and confidential warriors

were (lain.) On the enemy's fide, almoft all their principal leaders were flain. Ge-
neral Herkimer has fince died of his wounds. It is proper to mention, that the four

men <loraehcd w ith intellio-ence of the march of the reinforcement, fet out the cvenin'^

licfoierhe action, and confequently the enemy could have no account of the defcar,

and were in jiolleillun onlv, of the time appointed for their arrival ; at whicii, as I

i'ufpeL^ed, they made a fally with two hundred and fifty men towards L.ieutcnant l>;rd's

p-olf, to facilitate tliC entrance of the relieving corps, or bring on a general en-

gagement, v/ith every advantage they could wifh.

Captain Hoyes was iminediately detached to cut in upon their rear, while they

<'pgaged the lieutenant. Irnniediately upon the departure of Captain Hoyes, h;;ving

h'arr.t d that Lieutenant liird, inilied by tiic information of a cowardly Indiar;,

th.i: '6u Jchi v/a.^ prelled, h^id quitted his pofb to march to iiis alliflancc, 1 marched
the


