
substantial intellectual attainments that the daughters qf wealth 
too seldom acquire.

This accomplished niece had always addressed her uncle as 
“Colonel” from the time she could lisp the title. It was one of the 
results of his peculiar teachings. He called her “Flops” becaijflse 
such was the outcome of her first effort to pronounce her own name 
and because its appropriateness impressed him throughout the 
period of short dresses, when she would indignantly flop from his 
lap in case he grew abstracted or drifted into a doze. Through this 
questionable tutelage of old bachelor and old maid she had de
veloped to a noble womanhood, with honor and strength and beauti
ful depths of character in which there sparkled and bubbled the 
innocent charms of vivacity and fun.

Besides the Colonel, the aunt and Florence, there was a young 
, man in the family, another of the relationship. Hubert, always 

“Hub” to the Colonel, was the son of his youngest brother, whose 
widow had found consolation in a second husband and gladly as
sented to the Colonel’s claim that he should take the boy “because 
the Clayton had neveh been bo’n that could make a good stepson.” 
Certain it is that the youth waslnot the most tractable of nephews. 
A handsome, strong-faced, courageous six-footer, athletic, well- 
informed and without habits seriously bad, he was a man of ten 
thousand in these days that Nordau has branded as degenerate. 
But he declined to be clay in the hands of the Colonel as potter. As 
an infant, he had rebelled against addressing his uncle by his title, 
and the Colonel, to his secret delight, was forced to a diplomatic 
compromise on “Nunc.” He further gave the Colonel a very ques
tionable feeling of pride by showing superior knowledge in judging 
a horse and superior skill in making an effective wing shot.

But the chief contention arose from the fact that Hubert had 
determined to follow the example of the Colonel and lead a life of 
single blessedness. Handicapped as he was by his own pernicious 
example, the impulsive uncle insisted that he had been the victim 
of unappreciative kinsmen and that the result was a warning 
which should impel every young man to fulfill his proper destiny. 
On this mooted question, long discussion had been followed by 
armed neutrality.
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