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Baptist church in Bedford was reopened. Bunyan, while
still nominally in confinement, attended its meetings. In
1671 he became an Elder; in December of that year he
was chosen Pastor. The question was raised whether, as
a prisoner, he was eligible. The objection would not have
been set aside had he been unable to undertake the duties
of the office. These facts prove conclusively that, for a
part at least of the twelve years, the imprisonment was
little more than formal. He could not have been in the
Bridge gaol when he had sixty fellow-prisoners, and was
able to preach to them in private. It is unlikely that at
any time he was made to suffer any greater hardships than
were absolutely inevitable.

But whether Bunyan’s confinement was severe or easy,
it was otherwise of inestimable value to him. It gave
him lcisure to read and reflect. Though he preached
often, yet there must have been intervals, perhaps long in-
tervals, of compulsory silence. The excitement of per-
petual speech-mpking is fatal to the exercise of the higher
qualities. The Cperiods of calm enabled him to discover
powers in himself of which he might otherwise have never
known the existence. Of books he had but few; for a
time only the Bible and Foxe’s Martyrs. DBut the Bible
thoroughly known is a literature of itself—the rarest and
richest in all departments of thought or imagination which
exists. Foxe’s Martyrs, if he had a complete edition of
it, would have given him a very adequate knowledge of
history. With those two books he had no cause to com-
plain of intellectual destitution. He must have read more,
however. He knew George Herbert—perhaps Spenser—
perhaps Paradise Lost. But of books, except of the Bible,
he was at no time a great student. Happily for himself,
he had no other book of Divinity, and he needed none




