
ho has loft behind ? Tho uladnoHS with which ho accoptod tho flatteriri);;

)»r()iM)8al iniiHt havo hiMMi h(M>;htuiiO(l by tho knowlodt^o tiiat hiH loUu-tion

was iar^oly duo to tho iKM>i(»iml npproluitioii of tho ^roat O'CoiinoU. And
80 in 1845 wo find McCJtHi ajjain in tho Grwuj IhIo, proparinl t<> battlo with

Ids voioo and Iuh jMtn for tlio cauHO wliicli was no doar to him ; rl^ady to

dovoto his talontti ami hiH lifo to tlio Horvico of his i)olovod Iroland.

It in unnocosnary for mo to doHcrilx* to you tlie (umdition of atfairy in

Iroland at tliiH iH>ri(»d, for ovory hinlnnan in familiar with tlio facts. All

was oxcitomont and turmoil. O'C'onnull, till thon tho acknuwlo<I^(Ml and
unquostionod loador of tho Ko(xml agitation, was lx)^iiuiin^' to find that

tho youn>;or spirits of tho party no lon^'or acnoptod with implicit oImmU-

onco tho odicts which ho promuljiat*«l, hut chaf»vl liko rostivo stoods

undor tho rostraints which ho soujiht to imiKjso upon thoir mothods.

McCieo, impationt at what ho con.sidorod tho too Cousorvativo ix)licy of

tho fhrmdn^n Journal, joinod CharUwi (iavan Diitfy, Mitcholl, iMvis and

Koilly, and with thom mado tlio yation tho mouthpioco of tho party,

which fii)ally hroko K'oso from tlx^ Ii(»|HnUors and (Uu-idod upon more

procipitatt) moaauros. Tho Youn^' Ir(^lalld party, which, liko hot and

imixituous ro(!ruitH, diwhin^' ahoad of tho main lino of an army aro eaj^or

—alas! too oa^or—for tiio suddon on(!olnlt<^r, was comix)sod, as you know,

of a brilliant >j;alaxy of younjr IrLshmon. Somo of thoso illustrious

youths in aftor lifo roso to positions of ominonco ; othors novor discovorod

HiH jMjrtals of tho Tomplo of Famo. In tho words of ono of thom :

" Somo on tho shores of distant lands

Thoir weary hearts havo laid,

And by the stranger's heedless hands

Their lonoly graves were mado.

Tho dust of some is Irish earth,

Among thoir own thoy rest

;

And tho same land that gave them birth

Has caught them to her breast"

And though historians, looking on tho events of those days with tho

clearer light which is now shed upon them, aro disposed to (condemn

their imprudence and rashness, none can deny the unsellishness of thoir

motives, or tho power and talont which thoy displayed in tho conduct of

their agitation. The Nation, as I have said, was tho organ of the party,

and its poetry and proso, to both of which McGee largely contributed,

fired the minds of the people in a manner truly wonderful.

But the end was to come, and y>.>uth was to regret and mourn that it

had not listened to the voice of age and the sage advice of the experi-

enced. Need I tell you of tho dangers they ran ; of their mad exploit

and its disastrous finale; how McGee was arrested and released; and

then, when in Scotland on a vain errand to arouse the Scottish to assist

the scheme, learnetl of the failure of the rising, and was forced to flee for


