
llM-

he

lius

or

^ise

iiis

V 'S

luu'

U-ll

1US-

u t-

i. L-

a 11

unto eternal life by her SacrauKMits. For \vlii(;li of

these works is she to ho stoiietl? On nccount of

which of these sha'l the divinity of her mission he
assailed ? And if, like her Fonndei's. her mission he

divine, divine too, like his, nin^^t h(» h-'r i:ies->aj'-, whe-
ther we fully understand it or not. I5y what law of

loj^ic, or ethics, are we to reject all conclusions which
"we sire unahle to rrason out ? liein^ convinced of

the divine mission of the Cliurch, w(» are n < t Inoicjvl

in accepting' hni- teachinL's. As tlieniost hu\(\ st.ite-

ment of a fact is a tru'h, its acceptance iscominanthMl

by ethical law. or intelleirinal Ik nesty. tin; tliLiuity

of our intelline/ice is hest consn ted, and its ])eifec-

tion promoted, hy asscntin;^' to what we know naist

be a true conchision, ami hy holdini^ it firndy. I'aith,

th«M-Hfore, simple, childlike Fsutli, hy wdiich one
unhesitatiuLily accepts, and und<)uhtin_ly holds

revealed truths, is the most reasonable and eiKuiblinir

intellectual act It is (juite pennissible to )-('V('r(Mit]y

seek a fnller knowdedye, both of their iiiter-i-elation,

and their harmony with truths of the natui-a oi'der.

But we should always bear in mind, that owiiiL*' to the

limitation of our intelliuence, it is impossible, in our
present state, to solve all ditlicidties. Kight reason

can demonstrate this; c 'Usequently. it proclaims that

we must rest content with the full km^wledge we have
of certain broad facts, until freed from the bonds of

the flesh, we can contemplate creatioti from the inside.

Then will all God's ways be vindicated and the immen-
sity of his unceasing love for us be made manifest.

In the meantime he asks us to trust him ; to give him
the h' -mage of out- intelligence and our free will, by
believing his teachings, and observing his command-
ments. One of his commands is " to hear the Church ;"

to accept her doctrine as his own

—

" who hears you
hears me," is our Lord's own testimony to the divine


