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of any agitation or dissatisfaction prevail-
Ing throughout the Territories in respect
any of those divisions. I take it for
8ranted that if there had been any
dissatisfaction of such a nature as
on. gentlemen could place in a tan-
8ible shape they would have submitted
1t to this House. We know it is a very
€asy matter, if the public generally are
dissatisfied with some particular mode of
8overnment or some injustice which they
think they labor under, to present peti-
10ns, not only from representative men but
Tom the mass of the people, setting forth
the abuses under which they consider they
abor, but this hasnot been done in this case.
a8 any case been made out to this honor-
able Iouse why any change should take
lace in reference to this particular matter?
Submit there has not, and I say further
th&t' 1t would create the greatest dissatis-
action and would be reprobated by the
People of the Territories and by those re-
Presentative men who represent the whole
of the Territories in the North-West Coun-
¢l if this Parliament, without any such
Mode of expression as that which 1 have
Teferred to, by petition or otherwise,
Should undertake to interfere with those
visions which had been established after
Such careful and deliberate consideration.

Hon. Mr. POWER--Would the hon.
gentleman be kind enough to indicate what
Serious objection there could be to divide

€ district of Edmonton into two dis-
tricts ? -

hoJON. M LOUGHEED—Yes; I will
ave pleasure in stating them. The
I.e})_l‘(atsentatives of the North-West Terri-
Ories, upon the proposition of the hon
gentleman from St. Boniface being made
Down, objected

g, 2ToN. Mz, POWER—I do not refer to
'® division which the hon. gentleman
dio St. Boniface proposes—I say any
1Vision,

gJox. Mr. LOUGHEED—There was
the‘gljeatest dissatisfaction expressed by
Pos¢in a representative capacity at this
- ¥liament interfering with the divisions
on} ® manner .proposed, and that is the
ng Y Wway of ascertaining public opinion,
reme])’, the views of those elected to
exp"eSent the people. If those men cannot
awpress ublic opinion I for one am not
are of how we can obtain an opinion

that we can rely upon. I refer to the
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, to
Mr. Oliver, who represents that consti-
tuency in the Local Assembly—these men
have expressed themselves unhesitatingly
against the proposed division of the
hon. gentleman from St. Boniface. And
now permit me to say further that if
the hon. gentleman from St. Boniface
is right in the figures submitted by
him as to the number of French voters,
there is nothing to prevent those people
who desire to have special representation
in the North-West Assembly from electing
two representatives from that distriet,
So far as my memory now serves me,
there were not more than about 800
votes polled for each of those gentlemen
at the last Local Assembly elections, and
if those 800 votes are controlled by that
particular race referred to by the hon.
gentleman there is nothing to prevent
them having a greater advantage than he
proposes—namely, the advantage of select-
ing two members for that particular
constituency. I would also say, with
reference to Batoche,that the French Half-
breeds there are sufficiently numerous to
elect a representative of their own. At
the last election for the North-West
Assembly ‘the French Half-breed who
represented his race in the contest in
Batoche was, I-am informed, placed at the
head of the polls, but owing to a French
Canadian returning officer declaring that
he was not duly elected, owing to some
technical difficulty, he was therefore de-
clared not elected. This fact proves in
itself that the French Half-breeds in
that constituency are sufficiently numer-
ous to place their candidate at the head
of the poll. Therefore, under the ecir-
cumstances it is not justifiable, put en-
tirely indefensible, that this step should
be taken as proposed by the hon. gentle-
man, Furthermore, I assert that ifsuch a
step were taken it would create not only
great dissatisfaction, but a sense of insecu-
rity amongs the members of the Legisla-
tive Assembly if their electoral districts.
are to be carved up at the instance of
every whim and caprice that may seize
some few dissatisfied individuals. Permit
me to say, in answer 1o the question asked
by some hon. gentlemen, and particularly
the hon. member from Mille Isles that the
reason that two of the constituencies in
the North-West are allowed to return two



