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ner Schmidt (Okanagan Centre): Madam Speaker,
casure that I rise to, addrcss Bill C-37 this aftemnoon.
'Y particular tribute ait this time to two young people
i.who really gave me a lot of impetus and got things
;e are Jennifer Schuller and Tammy Carvallo. I have
Lheir namnes in the House before. Thcy are two grade
;who took it upon themselves to become familiar

nditions of the Young Offenders Act and found out
a way that was flot ail complimentary.

mced about it when they asked the police to please
ecause they werc being bothered by a 13-year old

ving them a lot of difficulty. Thcy discovered when
the police to, do something, the police said unfortu-
could do nothing. They became so conccrned that
cd a petition. Four thousand six hundred people
Petition for these young people to show that the

em does not work.

,und out what they were doing I thought this was s0
1 and so illustrative of the problems of tic Young
ýct that I decidcd to get involved in thc debate
0 this evening. If young people feel that this act is
1what does that say to us as aduits who arc supposed
g after thc world for them? What is thc problcm?

)mni that violent crime is on the risc. I would like to
ý0Ome of the very tragic events. First, there was a
Ioting here in Ottawa; then a random fatal stabbing
1; a senseless shooting in a Toronto dessert restau-
allY, a brutal beating in a amaîl community in my
in thc Okanagan.

e aIl raised alarms about youth crime in thc recent
at a point where it frightens people to challenge

2 who misbehave. In thc particular instance I amntLin Oyamna, for example, a gentleman criticized a
ng People who refused to stop at a stop sign and in
'tically caused an accident to, take place. He said:
YOu shouldn't be doing that". He was beaten up 0on

Government Orders

First, the main problem in the bill is that it does flot recognize
that the primary funiction of justice in Canada is the protection of
hfife and property of law-abiding citizens. How bas he failcd to
do this? I suggest he has donc that by flot permitting thedisclosure of the names of most serious offenders in the media
and thereby the public.

We cannot feel completeiy safe ini our communities if we doflot know the naines or the identities of people who are ini the
position of seriously offending again. For example, the achool
administrators might know and be aware of the offenders thatare in their schools and that is a provision in the new amend-
ments. However, that does not mean the people in the school orin thc community know who arc the potential violent offenders
living in their midst. This situation leaves the community with acertain amount of fear and trepidation. The minister has missedthe mark in this regard. It comes down to this. There are timeswhen the public's need to know outweighs the offender's rights
to confidentiality. It is that simple.

0(1935)

The second aspect of Bill C-37 Uiat gives me some difficulty
is thc fact that thc age provisions for Uic act are left untouched. Icontend Uiat the act's agc provisions should be changed to applyto persons bctween their 1Oth and 16th birtlxdays and anyoneolder than Uiat should automatically be tricd in adult court.

Why do I say this? If we arc
id 17, to accept Uic respons

Lflg to allow yo people, 16

If thc
indicatc

r concerns.

M

COMMONS DEBATES


