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expert to figure out that most offences against a person involve
16 and 17-year-olds. Social conditions, personality changes,
the existence of gangs and leaving the family home explain, to a
large degree, this unavoidable and normal resuit.

Babies do not commit murders. Children do, exceptionally,
and young teenagers, rarely. By the age of 16 or 17, young
people are dloser to the aduit model. It is therefore unavoidable
that this group will commit somewhat sinûlar offences. People
keep referring to the murder committed by two lO-year-olds in
Great Britain, but this tragic incident must flot make us forget
that childhood is the universal age of innocence and that when
children do something wrong, it is invariably the reflection of
something done by an aduit. Close to 54 per cent of crimes
against a person are said to, be committed by 16 and 17-year-
olds.

Government Orders

Imagine what the new procedure introduced by the minister
will be: young persons charged with a serious offence will have
to prove that they should be tried in youth court. Every proce-
durai tactic and constitutional argument will be used, including
interlocutory appeals up to the Supreme Court. These motions
will be similar to extradition proceedings. It is going to be a
waste of energy and public funds, and through it ail, young
persons will learn how to foul the systeffi and scoff at the law.

1 totally agree with William Trudel, Toronto vice-president of
the Criminal Lawyers Association, whose views are widely
shared by the legal profession. He warned the minister that this
new referral procedure wiIl be very costly and very contentious.
It will first be challenged under what will seemn like well-
founded constitutional arguments.
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