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The title of Bill C-17 clearly refers to the original budgetary
statement and the bill will simply enact certain provisions
contained in that statement.

Bill C-17 is an omnibus bill but it has a common thread
through it and in my view a unitary purpose.

In conclusion, it is procedurally correct and common practice
for a bill to amend, repeal or enact several statutes. There are
numerous rulings in which Speakers have declined to intervene
simply because a bill was complex and permitted omnibus
legislation to proceed.

Hence, while I cannot accept the hon. member’s request to
divide or set aside Bill C-17, I can suggest to him and to other
members that should they so wish they may propose amend-
ments to the bill in committee or at report stage and in so doing
have an opportunity to express their views and vote on the
specific sections of the bill.

I thank all hon. members for their contributions.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[English]

CANADIAN SECURITY AND INTELLIGENCE SERVICE

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons and Solicitor General of Canada): Mr. Speaker, I
am rising to table in this House the 1993 public report of the
Canadian Security Intelligence Service. This is the third such
report and I am tabling these documents in both official lan-
guages.
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CRIMINAL CODE

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney Gener-
al of Canada): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 32(2),
have the honour to place before the House a brief document in
both official languages regarding the need for a Criminal Code
amendment specifically prohibiting female genital mutilation.

* ok ok

ORDER IN COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons): Mr. Speaker, I
am pleased to table, in both official languages, a number of
order in council appointments which were made by the govern-
ment.

Pursuant to Standing Order 110(1), these are deemed referred
to the appropriate standing committees, a list of which is
attached to the documentation.

Routine Proceedings
GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36(8), I have the honour to table, in
both official languages, the government’s response to 22 peti-
tions.

NATIONAL SECURITY

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons and Solicitor General of Canada): Mr. Speaker,
having just tabled the third public report of the director of the
Canadian Security Intelligence Service, I am now pleased to rise
as Solicitor General to deliver the annual national security
statement.

Taken together, this statement and the public report are
intended to provide Canadians with an assessment of the current
security intelligence environment and information about the
government’s efforts to ensure our national security.

It is my pleasure to continue this practice because I believe it
is essential in a democratic society that Parliament and citizens
have this information and that elected representatives are heard
on the crucial issues of security intelligence, security enforce-
ment and protective security.

Ten years ago with the passage of the CSIS Act and the
Security Offences Act in 1984 a previous Liberal administration
laid the foundation for a new national security system.
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The goal was to create an effective national security system
within which there would be a carefully controlled civilian
security intelligence agency. This agency would work closely
and effectively with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police as well
as with other government agencies such as Transport Canada,
Foreign Affairs, National Defence and Citizenship and Im-
migration.

[Translation)

The Service’s first years of operation were marked by intense
scrutiny of how it went about its business. Concerns about the
Service’s operational focus led to the creation in 1987 of an
independent advisory team to advise the government on how to
realign the Service’s operational priorities and strengthen its
management.

On the advice of the team the government disbanded the
counter—subversion branch of CSIS and the Service’s use of
intrusive investigative techniques was circumscribed to ensure
that Canadians engaged in legitimate dissent were not caught up
in the security intelligence net.



