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others forms our reputations, that which we become known by or
judged by and hopefully loved by.

The most common reference to the life of mankind is a tree. If
the roots are strong and well fed, so grows the tree. If families
teach strong values, good citizenship, respect for others, chil-
dren as they grow will carry out this practice in their every day
lives. As we know, acorns never fall far from the tree. So it goes
that our basic teachers who become grandparents are of great
value to our society.

If a country is to remain strong, its people must be strong, for
a country reflects the values of its people. In Canada we have
many cultures and we are made aware of this when we travel or
walk through our large cities, whether we are in a market square
or a restaurant or a school. If we look closer when we meet our
fellow Canadians I know we will see the attitude within each of
these cultures toward their families.

We can learn from each other. Whether we watch our aborigi-
nal peoples or new cultures that come to Canada from other
countries, they clearly show respect for their elders in each of
our many family groupings in Canada.

It appears to me to be the underlying theme in most cases, the
elders in each of our families, the grandparents and the great
grandparents, those who are wise in the ways of the world. The
best way to be wise is through life experience and through
hardships.

Let us look at who our grandparents and our great grandpar-
ents are today. First, I want to point out that this group in
Canadian society is the very one who gave us many of the plans
we have today, such as the basic UIC program, workmen’s
compensation, old age security and the health care plan. These
citizens have paid their way in society. Now we should support
the intent of my Bill C-259 and help them by recognizing the
second Sunday in September as grandparent’s day, the same as
we have a father’s day and a mother’s day.

At this time, in this House, it would be a very special thing to
do. At the end of debate in this session on Private Members’
Business, we should finish the session by recognizing our
grandparents in this way.

Grandparents and all seniors today are very active. Many are
still in the workforce. Many are in volunteer organizations. I
want to take a moment to point out that right now in Ontario we
have grandparents who are in the volunteer organization Many
Hands. As a volunteer one does not get paid for one’s services.
There are many grandparents in this program called “School
Volunteers Add Life to Their Years™.

These are the types of things this group of grandparents and
seniors do in our communities throughout Ontario: volunteer
activities and general classroom assistance. These volunteers
carry out various tasks such as assisting with learning activities,
oral reading, creating displays, helping young children with
their clothing. They might also form part of the class grandpar-

ents which is the intergenerational program in which a senior
becomes a grandparent to one classroom. They might take on
remedial education. Volunteers are needed to assist students
with reading, language and math skills.

They might also do special education. Volunteers work with
developmentally challenged students, either one to one or
within an integrated classroom. They might be in mentoring
where they are working one on one with a student to provide
friendly support, increase motivation, encourage attendance and
help prevent dropouts. They might work with languages.

Volunteers with fluency in languages could assist in French
immersion programs or in English as a second language, RESL
programs. Grandparents might work in the electives. Students
benefit from hands on learning when volunteers introduce and
demonstrate their skills in art, drama, music, computers and
more. They might be resource speakers. How often in my
classroom did I have seniors speaking to students about various
skills they have. Volunteers speak on topics of interest to the
class which include careers, travel, hobbies and special projects.
They might be part of school clubs. School clubs and science
fairs all benefit from the involvement of volunteers with spe-
cialized experience.
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Grandparents might coach team sports. Many school teams
need help in activities such as coaching, training and managing.
Grandparents might be library assistants. A busy library needs
volunteers to assist students to locate materials, prepare library
cards, repair books, help with circulation tasks and reshelve
books or work as an office assistant. The school office frequent-
ly needs help in general clerical assistance, filing, copying and
telephoning.

I have demonstrated that when it comes to volunteering, our
seniors, our grandparents are invaluable. At least in Ontario we
already realize what a wonderful resource they are.

I wonder how many of us realize that we have something
called seniors games in our provinces. I know Ontario has
seniors games because I have in front of me a very beautiful,
very large magazine that goes out to 160,000 grandparents
throughout the province.

I want to point out that the Ontario senior games have many
qualifications within them. One must qualify for various pro-
grams to take part in them. Just some of them are: cribbage,
contract bridge, carpet bowling, darts, five-pin bowling, golf,
horseshoes, lawn bowling, shuffle board, tennis, ten—pin bowl-
ing walking, and it goes on.

These activities for grandparents, for seniors are all organized
and all paid for by volunteers. I know these seniors have a very
good time. I know this because I partake in the seniors program
in British Columbia. I competed last year and I will be compet-
ing again this fall in the same program.



