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appointed to fill the vacancy, the Attorney General of
Canada may inform the Attorney General of the appropri-
ate Province in writing that he proposes to convene a
nominating council to recommend an appointment.

Art. 16 Within thirty days of the day when the Attorney
General of Canada has written the Attorney General of the
Province that he proposes to convene a nominating council,
the Attorney General of the Province may inform the
Attorney General of Canada in writing that he selects
either of the following types of nominating councils:

(1) a nominating council consisting of the following
members: the Attorney General of Canada or his
nominee and the Attorneys General of the Provinces
or their nominees;

(2) a nominating council consisting of the following
members: the Attorney General of Canada or his
nominee, the Attorney General of the appropriate
Province or his nominee and a Chairman to be select-
ed by the two Attorneys General, and if within six
months from the expiration of the thirty days they
cannot agree on a Chairman, then the Chief Justice of
the appropriate Province, or if he is unable to act, the
next senior Judge of his court, shall name a
Chairman,;

and if the Attorney General of the Province fails to make a
selection within the thirty days above referred to, the
Attorney General of Canada may select the person to be
appointed.

Art. 17 When a nominating council has been created, the
Attorney General of Canada shall submit the names of not
less than three qualified persons to it about whom he has
sought the agreement of the Attorney General of the
appropriate Province to the appointment, and the nominat-
ing council shall recommend therefrom a person for
appointment to the Supreme Court of Canada; a majority
of the members of a council constitutes a quorum, and a
recommendation of a majority of the members at a meeting
constitutes a recommendation of the council.

Art. 18 For the purpose of Articles 12 to 17 “appropriate
Province” means, in the case of a person being considered
for appointment to the Supreme Court of Canada in com-
pliance with Article 11, the Province of Quebec, and in the
case of any other person being so considered, the Province
to the Bar of which such a person was admitted, and if a
person was admitted to the Bar of more than one Province,
the Province with the Bar of which the person has, in the
opinion of the Attorney General of Canada, the closest
connection.

Art. 19 Articles 12 to 18 do not apply to the appointment
of the Chief Justice of Canada when such appointment is
made from among the judges of the Supreme Court of
Canada.

Art. 20 The judges of the Supreme Court of Canada hold
office during good behaviour until attaining the age of
seventy years, but are removable by the Governor General
on address of the Senate and House of Commons.

Art. 21 The Supreme Court of Canada has jurisdiction to
hear and determine appeals on any constitutional question
from any judgment of any court in Canada and from any

decision on any constitutional question by any such court
in determining any question referred to it, but except as
regards appeals from the highest court of final resort in a
Province, the Supreme Court of Canada may prescribe
such exceptions and conditions to the exercise of such
jurisdiction as may be authorized by the Parliament of
Canada.

Art. 22  Subject to this Part, the Supreme Court of
Canada shall have such further appellate jurisdiction as
the Parliament of Canada may prescribe.

Art. 23 The Parliament of Canada may make laws con-
ferring original jurisdiction on the Supreme Court of
Canada in respect of such matters in relation of the laws of
Canada as may be prescribed by the Parliament of Canada,
and authorizing the reference of questions of law or fact to
the court and requiring the court to hear and determine
the questions.

Art. 24 Subject to this Part, the judgment of the Supreme
Court of Canada in all cases is final and conclusive.

Art. 25 Where a case before the Supreme Court of
Canada involves questions of law relating to the civil law
of the Province of Quebec, and involves no other question
of law, it shall be heard by a panel of five judges, or with
the consent of the parties, four judges, at least three of
whom have the qualifications described in Article 11, and
if for any reason three judges of the court who have such
qualifications are not available, the court may name such
ad hoc judges as may be necessary to hear the case from
among the judges who have such qualifications serving on
a superior court of record established by the law of Canada
or of a superior court of appeal of the Province of Quebec.

Art. 26 Nothing in this Part shall be construed as
restricting the power existing at the commencement of this
Proclamation of a Provincial Legislature to provide for or
limit appeals pursuant to its power to legislate in relation
to the administration of justice in the Province.

Art. 27 The salaries, allowances and pension of the
judges of the Supreme Court of Canada shall be fixed and
provided by the Parliament of Canada.

Art. 28 Subject to this Part, the Parliament of Canada
may make laws to provide for the organization and mainte-
nance of the Supreme Court of Canada, including the
establishment of a quorum for particular purposes.

Art. 29 The court existing on the day of the coming into
force of this Proclamation under the name of the Supreme
Court of Canada shall continue as the Supreme Court of
Canada, and the judges thereof shall continue in office as
though appointed under this Part except that they shall
hold office during good behaviour until attaining the age
of seventy-five years, and until otherwise provided pursu-
ant to the provisions of this Part, all laws pertaining to the
court in force on that day shall continue, subject to the
provisions of this Proclamation.

Part III

Language Rights

Art. 30 English and French are the official languages of
Canada, but no provision in this Part shall derogate from



