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* (4:20 p.m.)

Mr. Speaker: I declare the motion carried.

Bill read the third time and passed.

* * e

POST OFFICE ACT

AMENDMENTS RESPECTING STAMP AGENTS' COMMISSION,
LETTER MAIL PREPARATION ARRANGEMENTS, EXTRA-

ORDINARY SERVICES, MEMBERS' MAIL, ETC.

The House resumed, from Tuesday, June 1, considera-
tion of the motion of Mr. Côté (Longueuil) that Bill
C-240, to amend the Post Office Act, be read the second
time and referred to the Standing Committee on Trans-
port and Communications.

Mr. John Burton (Regina East): Mr. Speaker, I feel I
should enter the debate on this bill because of the
number of serious problems presently facing Canada's
rural communities in particular. I raise this matter
in this debate because it should be obvious that the
post office plays a very essential and vital role in the
rural communities of Canada. At the present time, rural
Canada is going through a crisis. We sec farmers leaving
the land. They are being forced off their farms. The rural
communities in many parts of Canada are disintegrating
because of the lack of any cohesive policy designed to
ensure the stability and the future viability of rural
communities throughout all Canada. I suggest this is a
matter of national concern. It is something which should
concern all members of this House as well as the people
of Canada.

It is perfectly obvious, of course, that in Canada there
is a movement of people from the rural areas of the
country to the urban centres. This movement has now
reached such proportions that many people are wonder-
ing what is happening to Canada, and whether in fact the
form this development is taking is a healthy one. Some
predictions are being made that, if present trends in
Canada are continued, we will see a concentration of
population in a very small number of supercities in a few
locations of Canada. If we are to retain and build viable
rural communities in Canada one of the first essential

[The Acting Speaker (Mr. Laniel).]
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