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people froîn Quebcc and other provinces, men
who are no doubt conscious of their responsi-
bilities and of the importance of flîcir task,
an enlighitened and competent comimittec
which will do justice to aIl, willing to consider
the legitimate dlaims of the people and of the
press as well as the merits of ail the designs
which have bccn submitted to if. We ail know
that the commnittce hias reported that in its
opinion Canada should have a national and
distinctive flag.

Mr. Speaker, whiat more shall wc have to do
in order to attain to the rank of a truc nation
and achieve Canadian unity? Wc shall have to
adopt a national anthcm. I know of nothing
more beautiful or loftier than flic anthem
0 Canada. It is a martial poemn which evokes
our whole past featured by struggles, toil,
efforts anîd pride. a truc epic from which the
people derive courage, strcngfh and ideal, as
well as a purpose for living, fighiting, conquer-
ing, ani if needs be, generously sacrificing
thieir lii es.

And whiat can be more stirring than that
music f0 the rhythm of which our boys, in
these tinies as in the past, have marched and
defeated the enemy.

Canada's national anthem does not belong
exclusively to my kinsmnen, who find in a
(listant past the chief reasons of the love
they feel for tlieir country. 'l'le ofhcr racial
groups wlio live in Canada also have their
licroes and their martyrs. Wc aIl sing the
same anthcm; may we aIl understand it, and
make it the basis of our thoughits, of our very
life, and of our common love.

0 Canadla is the truc anthem of this
country; its accents arise from the ]and and
are echocd by our greaf river, by the bound-
lcss forests whicli extend from the east f0 the
west, forming the poignant voice of the past,
the dynamic voice of the future. 0 Canada
should remain our national anthcm, it should
continue f0 give expression, in this country as
outside, to the spirit and the soul of our
people.

Mr. Speaker, flic French Canadians, like aIl]
other racial groups, are proud of their
nationality, of their glorious past. featurcd by
intellectual endeavours and contributions to
moral imiprovemient. They arc proud of their
language, they chierishi fheir institutions and
fhey intend to survive, te0 preserve their
position in a country they have dci cloped and
in which flîey have multiplied. 1 consider
national unity as a vital pact so lofty and
noble in ifs scope and ifs inspiration that the
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parties f0 fthe agreement should esteema and
respect eacli other. Wc are the most truly
Canadian arîîong Canadians, inasmuch as we
have long been rooted in this country and we
lhaive benefitcd for many centuries from the
numerous influences of our envirooment. In
passing, 1 wish f0 recaîl with pride that my
own ancestors came from France in 1616, eight
ycars only affer Samuel de Champlain had
founded Quebec, but neverthcless, my only
dlaim is that I amn simply a Canadian.

We are of French and English descent, our
culture is bofhi French and Englislî and fhat is
the i ery reason why wc feel imnpelled f0 safe-
guard tie sacred heritage whichi our ancestors
and yours have leff us, f bose principles whicb
arc flic very basis of our lives, which con-
dition fhema and give f0 Canada a truly
distinctive character.

(Text) :
Mr. Speaker, so that this appeal of mine for

cooperation, for Canadian unity, may also
reacli my Englishýl-spealking colleagues, I shaîl
now complete my address in English, a
language flot alfogether unknown to me, of
course, but undcrstandably less familiar f0 me
flian mfy own.

I flios w isli f0 showv my csfeem and regard
for my English-speaking colleagues bofhi in
andl oufside flic province of Quebec, so that
all inay hicar and undersfand my message, this
ippeal of mine, for carncst cooperation in

fice furtherance of national progress. Since
Quebve members are ever ready to share in
his effect, 1 too have wantcd f0 do nîy bit

in flic furtherance of Canadian unify. I shaîl
therefore continue my remarks on Canadian
unity, following those 1 have jusf spoken in
French. I can well imagine fwo great races of
different backgrounds growing side by side in
mufual respect, each striving beffer f0 under-
stand the other. If is my feeling that war, in
denîanding dloser contacts hefwcen prov'inces,
between easfern and western Canada, befween
the French and flic English elements of this
country, lias cnormously hclped a dloser asso-
ciation of flic people of Canada, a country

so vast thaf differences may be noted in flic
mentality, ouflook, habits and customs of
people in flic various provinces.

No wonder flien thaf English and Frenchi
Canadians, tliougli living side by side, but
being of differenit backgrounds and extraction,
remain strangers. If may be that war shaîl
have served f0 establish unity, wrought this
miracle of rapprochemîent and mutual regard
wliiclî long years, nay, a whole century of
sfciving failed f0 bring about. The scourge of
war then lias had this beneficial result, for if
lias brought us f0 the threshold of a truc and


