
.JUNE 27, 1944 4299
Department of National Health and Weljare

of finding a cure for this disease. I do nlot
agree with the hon. member for Renfrew
South (Mr. McCann). I know there are twa
schools of thought on this subject. There are
those aid die-hs.rd medicai practitianer--
thank goodness they are not ail that way-
who put their whoie faith in surgery and
X-ray treatment. If that matter were gone
into thoroughiy I am quite sure that statistics
could be brought down ta prove that this
method has not been very successfui. To
me the information given this afternoon by
the hon. member for Portage la Prairie was
canvincing, and more than ample ta
warrant the government in making further
investigations.

While I arn on that point I should like ta
say that there are several treatments for
cancer. I am not a medical man, but from
rny general knowledge of the subi ect I believe
that several treatments 'have been effective,
and they do not include surgery and X-ray.
I do not know of one case that bas been
compietely cured by surgery, but I do know
of a number of cases which have been cured
by other means. A year ago when I was in
Calgary 1 was met by a cornmittee in the
Pailiser hotel. They were much concerned
.over this question of the treatment for cancer.
If I remember rightiy the committee consisted
of about twenty ta twenty-five persona
Neariy ail had suffered from cancer; one or
two had goitre as weil. In each case the
doctors had recommended sllrgery, even for
those who had goitre. 1 vividiy recali one
case in particular; that persan wss given no

-more than twa months to live. Each of these
people told me he had been cured, though
nlot by the treatrnent rnentioned ta-day by
the hon. member for Portage la Prairie. In
these cases the treatment had been adminis-
tered by Doctor Arnott, who lives in Ontario.
Doctor Arnott has been ta this government
and-ta the research council seeking assistance
ta extend his treatment, but he met with
exactly the same consideration which was
shown Doctor Davidson, and which was men-
tioned this afternoon by the hon. member
for Partage la Prairie. 1 do not think that
Ms right, or conducive ta the best health
t.reatment of aur people. We might find some
who are quacks; I have flot the aiightest
doubt about that. But if we investigate 100
cases which are unworthy, we may find that
the lOlst case might be weli warth any
expense involved.

Nor arn I one who believes that ail aur
hesdth services can be handled efficientiy by
medical doctors. lI this new department I
believe it woul be a mistake if we excluded

ail but niedicai doctors. 1 recail that the
social security committee, which deait with the
subI ect of health, heard a gentleman namned
Doctor Davidson, 1 believe it was.

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver Centre):
Yes; president of the child welfare council.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Bow River): Yes. He
was nlot a medical doctor, but 1 venture te say
that he had more knowledge respecting the
general health of the people than did ninety-
nine per cent of the niedical doctors, and he
gave a most excellent presentation ta the
committee, one which was most beneficial ta
ali concerned. Men like that are worthy of
consideration. If the minister who is ta be in
charge of this department can get the services
of such men, regardicass of whether they are
medical doctors or not, then I believe the
department will be weil worth whiie.

Mention was made this afternoon by the
Prime Minister (Mr. Mackenzie King) about
caling a conference of the provinces. There
may be sanie urgent need for such a confer-
ence, and I think it would be a good thing.
There has already been a conference of minis-
ters and deputy ministers of health from the
provinces, who have met in Ottawa within the
past twa weeks the health officiais of the
dominion department. This government will
not meet any opposition from the provinces,
when it cornes ta a matter of health. In almost
every mae when health authorities have corne
ta meet dominion officiais, it has been the
desire of those authorities ta go ta the full
length of instituting health measures. The
oniy thing that has stood in the way bas been
the financial question. They wanted, ta extend
health services, but invariabiy they were met
with the protest, " We cannot aff ord it; we
have not the money; the dominion government
will have ta suppiy it." That, too, is a question
which wili come before the new department;
it cannot be avoided. The same wiil appiy ta
the new Departrncnt of Reconstruction, set up
only a few days aga. One of the major ques-
tions wili be: Where are you ta get the
money? This government, if it is to give the
degree of weifare which will be required in
this country, wiil have ta solve that problern.

I agree that family allowances are a step in
the right direction, but I do not agree at ail
with the way in which they are ta be ad
rninistered. However, that is another ques-
tion, which cen be deait with at the proper
time. One of the best ways ta imprave heaith
is ta prevent sickness, rather than ta try ta
buiid up the health of the individual a îer;ck-
ness bam broken it down.


