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inittees are set up aorosa the country, and
wbat machinery is provided to make conitact
with these committees? In Nova Scetia there
is only one committee functioning under the
dependents' board of trustees. That corn-
mittee sits in Halifax and' tbere is no one in
the province that I know of, apart from a
few social service workers, who bas any idea
to whom to appeal under a given set of cir-
cumstances. If this body is to functien effi-
ciently there should be at least a represen-
tative of it in ail the large centres.

Another thing. The secretaries of the
veterans' organizations ' ii their respective
towns and communities could very wel1 be
utilized in making the necessary investigation
wbere an application is made for a grant under
the dependents' board, of trustees. They are
familiar witli tbe Uine of work and are well
known in the communities, and they can be
depended upon to, make a fair recommenda-
tion. If thýis particular grant serves any pur-
pose at ail, there is one class of people that
sbould be hrought under it, and tbat is the
wonien in Canada with faiies wb.ose hus-
bands go. absent withbut leave, either in this
country or everseas. Regulatiens bave been
extended to cover -the inatter up te a, certain
point. Wbile a -man is under apprebiension
tbe allowance is carried on fer three menths,
but there are a large nuinher of women in
Canada who bave been faced wiith the neces-
sity of having their allowance discontinued.
Tbis particular class dees net corne under the
dependents' board of trustees, because I under-
stand that tbe object is simply to augment
the allowance wbere th-ere are extenuating
circumstances, and when tbe allowance is not
applicable the dependent will nlot be brought
under -the board of trustees. I sbould be
pleased if the minister could make a state-
ment as to the macbin.ery and wbat the posai-
bilities are of utilizing the secretaries of tbe
veterans' organizatiens tbreugbout Canada , in
tbeir respective communîities, to carry out
investigations. If an application is made
from Sydney, someone bas te corne from
Halifax te look inte the situation and weeks
arq lest in investigation; wbereas, if the
veterans' brandi secretaries were utlized,' a
telegram, or a telephene caîl would clear the
matter up in twenty-four heurs.

Mr. RALSTON: I bave endeavoured to put
on the record the general outline of the
organization. I did se early in the discussion,
but on this occasion I may repeat that the
dependents' board of trustees itself consiste
of fine persons seleoted across Canada who,
I th-ink, are fairly representative and f orm a
cross-section of those who take an interest in

the welfare of dependents. Tbe Canadiaen
Legion la represented, tbe Department of Pen-
sions and National Healtb is represented, tbere
are French-speaking and English-speaking
representatives on the board, and se on, and
tiare has been no complaint of any kind witb
regard te the constitution of tbe board itseif.
The board functions througi committees ini
different centres. I bave bere a list of tbe
centres in whici the committees in each
province are located: Cbarlottetown; Saint
Jobn; Moncton; Halifax; Quebec; Montreal;
Kings-ton; Ottawa; Toronto; Hamilton; Peter-
borough; London; Windsor; Sudbury; Port
Artbur; Winnipeg; Regina; Saskatoon; Cal-
gary; Edmonton; Vancouver; Victoria. Eacb
committee covers a speciflo territory. In some
cases it is the province, in some cases the
military district and in some cases a simaller
area. The membersiip of tbe comittee is net
confined to residents of the city in wiich the
office is loeated, but wberever it is appropri-
ate it includes members from outside points.

My bion. friend, I believe, is interested in
the procedure wbici is followed and the
opportunity -which a particular dependent bas
for making application and baving that
application considered. As I understand it, tbe
procedure is this. In tbe first place a notice
has been sent 'te every person receiving de-
pendaents' allowance in Canada advising of the
existence of the dependents' board of trustees
and, as well, of the location of the offices of the
board, and advising further as te tbe procedure
wbicb tbey sball adopt should a situation arise
in which they feel tbat tbe services of tbe
board can be of benefit. In addition te tiat
the Canadian Legion and the welfare agencies
in eaci province and in every community
know of the operations of tbe dependenks'
board of tTustees and arc prepared to belp te
forward the applications and the investigation
of any case, witb a statement of the circum-
stances. I noted my bon. friend's suggestion
with regard te investigations. Naturally-and
T think hie will agree witi me-one does net
want te multily the number of invcstigating
agencies. Tbere is nothing worse tian that
from tbe point of view of morale, because it
might easily give a wrong impression te a
prospective recipient as te the attitude of
those wio are dealing witi bis or bier case.
Empiasis is put on tbe fact that these agencies,
wbatever ýthey are, are net for the purpose of
doling eut charity, but te help applicants te
sbow tbeir ri.-bt te assistance under tbe regu-
la)tions which the board administers. I have
reason te feel that there bas been a general
measure of approval of the method and
general acceptance of the fact tlîat the board
is sincerely trying net te chisel on depend-
enta, but, on tbe contrary, is endeavouring te


