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been subrnitted to the Supreme Court of
Canada on a reference by the governmaent, and
the act bas been declared to ha intra vires of
the parliamnent of Canada.

My reason for submitting the amaudment
is this: Whla the Prime 'Minister has in-
timatad that in his own mind hie is quite
confident the measure is intra vires of this
parliarnent, neverthelass he has corne to that
opinion only within the last f ew months. I
believe 1 arn riglit wlian 1I state that for
years past he has held a different opinion.
It is flot surprising therefora if man.y of us
are in grave doubt as to the competence of
parliament's jurisdiction in the mattar, and
if we have doubts people throughout the
country will have aqual douhts. A few days
ago when I asked the Prime Minister if hie
had obtained an opinion frorn the suprame
court lie replied that lie felt the supreme
court did flot wish to give an opinion on a
matter which was flot concretely bafore it.
The position now is that in the course of a
day or two this bill will have passed the
House of Commons and will ha, sent to the
Senate whare quite possibly it may ba
quickly passed. The Prime Ministar in-
timatad hae thouglit the lion was out of the
path s0 far as the Senate was concerned.

,Mr. BENNETTI: I said it was in my right
hon. friand's time; 1 cannot say as to now.

Mr. MAC.KENZIE KING: I feel the riglit
hion, gentleman knows hie lias no lions over
thora which will he in the way. Quita prob-
ably the measura will pass quickly through
the Sanata. In, thesa circumstancaes I subsnit
the Prime Minister would find it possible to
obtain tliereafter immediata assent to the
measure, wftar which it could ha immadiataly
sent to the suprema court and the opinion
of that body obtainad aven bafore the pro-
rogation or dissolution of parliament. If 1
thouglit the suggastad amandrnent would
occasion any delay in bringing the lagisiation
into affect, in the evant of its haing intra
vires, I would not suggest the amandmant.
I arn convinced however that my suggestion
should flot occasion any dalay, and 1 do
believe, assuming tha legisiation to ha intra
vires, vary sarious prejudica of its provisions
would be thareby pravantad. Unquestion-
ably in the minds of the people through-
out the country when the measure is assented
to thare will remain a grave doulit as to its
valîdity. Tha provinces will have doubts,
employars and employaes will hava doubts,
and whan my right hon. friand proceeds to
provide tha necessary rnachinery a critical
situation may arise. Ha said the numbar of
ernployees would axcaad 4,000-

Mr. !BE.NNETT: No, I said I did not
know.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: I thouglit
4,000 was bis astimate. I put it at between
5,000 and 10,000.

Mr. BENNETT': That was the estirnate
of the hon. membar for Vancouver-Burrard.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: I think it is
generally conceded that sooner or later this
measure will corne before the courts for a
dacision raspacting' its validity. Should it
ha declared ultra viras, and the machinery
maanwhila wara set up with appointrnat of
four or fiva thousand people made, and al
wera on a sudden to find themsalvas with-
out a position, the rasults would ha to say
thae laast unfortunate. It would have, too, a
bad affect upon tha benaificiarias, tha people
paying into tha fund, and upon the position
of industry genarally. 'In thesa unsettled
timas, if any further note of uncartainty is
thrown into the situation existing betwaen
amployers and ernployaes, and if any further
difficulty is addad by way of ascertaining
wliera they stand and what will ha axpected
of tharn by way of additional taxation and
additional 'burdens to the industries with
which they ara connected, the situation will
ha made vary serious indaad. It is to avoid
the possibility of anything of that nature
that I offar the amendment in tha hope that
rny right lion. friand will sac his way clear
to accept it.

Mr. BENNETT: Mr. Chairman, I arn sonry
I cannot a.ccept, the amendment. Section 48
is drawn in its present terms to meet in part,
the situation to which the righttlhon, gentle-
man lias directed. attention. The commission
is to, le appointed and the act will at once
go into oparation. But no contributions shal
ba levied on cither the arnployeas, the
amployers or the state until sucli time as the
commission concludes that it is desirable to
hring part III of the act into force. After
listening to the dehate which lias takan place
in the house and in comnmittee I should
think it would he extremely difficult for any-
one to suggest that this measura would be
within the legisiativa jurisdiction of any of
the provinces. If it is ultra vires of a prov-
ince it must ha intra viras of the dominion,
without going any further into the mnattar.
So far as rnaking a reference to the court is
concerned, I believe tliat is highly objection-
abhle. In the Scott act case, s0 called, the act
want into force, and thera was a prosacution
hefore a police magistrate of a man named
Russell in -the city of Fredericton which en.-


