
MAY 12, 1924
Thte Buctget-Mr. Finni

that we should stand b.ehînd aur cauntry
first and faremast, we are branded as dislayal,
we are lield up ta ign6miny, and we are
criticized ta sucb an extent that even Feme
af aur awn fallawers begin ta believe it after
à while. But our first duty is te Canada.
The tie that binds us ta. the Matherland ta-
day is a tie of sentiment, a tie af lave be-
cause af ber laaking tawards us, and be-
cause af lier pratectian during thase many
years. We have been the brightest gem in
ber diadem, and if that is sa, then it must be
that we ta-day must cansider first the future
af Canada, and afterwards that af tlïe Mather-
land and all parts af the Blritish Empire,
because she as the mather af nations is well
able ta laok after herself, and we as ane of
bier chiîdren are grawing inta, natianhaad, and
that natiunbuad cannat be kept back from
us; it can anly make us stranger and greater,
ta be a bulwark behind lier in the future, as
she bas been behind us in tbe past.

What, in 1860, did Sir Cliarles Tupper say
in reference ta the recipraaity pact incor-
porated in the treaty of 1854. fe said:

The Reciprocity treaty bas undoubtedly Iargely
benefited bath the provinces and our American neigh-
bours. The proposai ta abrogate that treaty, althaugh
mooted in the States iâ not very likely ta, b. seriously
entertained by a country whose trade witb the Brit-
ish North American colonies, bas, under its influence
more than trebled withio four years, having risen front
eixteen millions in 1850 ta sixty millions in 1&56; em-
ploying a tonnage of over three and a haîf millions of
tons upon the lakes and the Atlantic coast, half of
which belong ta the States. The evidence that these
colonies are- destitute of BII influence with the Imperial
goverroment lies around us in thic.k profusion. Neyer
wcre the interests and feelings of subjects more trifled
with than have been ours ini a question of tbe most
vital importance.

Away back in 1860, seven years before can-
federation was realized, did Sir Cbarles
Tupper wark, did lie argue, did lie plead for
tbe building of tlie Intercolonial railway in
order that interprovincial traffic miglit move
between Upper and Lower Canada and the
Maritime provinces, perliaps in a union lessi
tban tbe confederatian we bave to-day, and
that is thie reasan wliy we in tlie Maritime
provinces still hold ta the principle that later
under tlie terms of confederation, under sec-
tion 145 of the British North America Act,
guarantees were given us that the Intercolonial
railway would be built from. the city of Hali-
f ax ta, a point an the St. Lawrence river, in
order ta apen up avenues for transportation,
and ta give us i lieu of aur coast trade
relations with the United States, wliere aur
traffic was water-borne, the markets of central
Canada, and af western Canada also as that
country grew and developed. I submait that
that section in the British North. America Act
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carried with it an inference that the rates
aver the.Intercalonial would be such as ta
permit us to get into the campetitive markets
of Canada, bath in central Canada and in the
West as that country grew and developed.
That, Sir, was the keynote of aur entry into
canfederatian, and 1 intend a littie later ta,
deal with the questian as ta haw far the
feeling in connectian with this particular suli-
ject has been met with sympathy by the
gaverximents af this cauntry.

Sir Charles Tupper gaes an ta say:
The night of d6rkness that naw enshrouds the

prospeots of these provinces in connection with their
railway operations will be but the harbingeT of a
bright and glorious morning of advancement and
prosperity and in a brief period we shall possess B conl-
tinuous line extending f romn Halifax ita Windsor,
opposite Detroit.

Our cliniate is more healthy thani that of Eng]and;
the fertility of the soil is unsurpassed by hier; our
geagraphical position, relative to the new world. la the
saine as she occupiez to the old; our equally magnifi-
cent harbours presenting the sane facilitiez for com-
merce; while the iran, coal and limestone-the pos-
session of which bas rendered bier the great manu-
factoring mart of Europe-here abaund ta any extent
in close proximity and of the moat excellent quality.

Who can doubt that under these circumstances, with
such a confederation as these five provinces, ta which
at a future day the great Red river and Sasktatcbewan
country, now in possession of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany, snd British Colunbia, will be added-as would
give us tbe palitical Position due ta aur extensive ares,
aur resources and aur intelligent population, stretching
frm the Atlantic to the Pacific, would in a few years
exhibit ta the world a great and powerf ai organization,
with British istitutians, British sytnptbiic Bnd

British feelihigs.

Wben the day came far the actual bring-
ing about of confedergtian, there waa in aur
littie pravince of Nava Scatia a champion
af a cause ather than that af canfederation,
and he was a champian warthy af his adver-
sary's steel. It was the Hon. Josephi Hawe
wha was being carried away fram the patbs
that led ta canfederatian. And when we of
this new schadi laok back at thase days in
the liglit of what bas happened we wander
whether ar nat Mr. Howe was right in regard
ta certain matters. If he was, then we were
wrangly forced, into confederatian-as was
said by my han. colleague the junior mein-
ber far Halifax (Mr. Biack)-at a time in
1867 when. the people were flot permitted ta,
vote upan the issue. .That is the testimony
barne ta this fact by MY han. friend, and
he does nat belong to my sobool af thouglit
or ta the .party ta which I owe allegiance.
Ta continue my quatatian fram Sir Charles
Tupper:

Re made much capital-

That is Mr. Howe-
out of my failure ta submit the issue to a vote of

the people, claiming th4t they had been dragooned into,
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