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for settiement much further north at the
present tixue. At the rate of .100,000 a year,
as tbey are niow going iii, how ldany years
will take to settie that country? Double
that and y6u have over 25 years before you
get your five millions of people in there. I
hope it inay be doubied aad I hope it will
stili further increase beyond that, but at
ail events, many years must elapse before
you wiii be required, it appears to me from
what 1 cani gather, to lay clown aniy more
railways in that Darticular section of the
country for the accommodation of the set-
tiers wbo will be going in. We have been
to]d that settiers are teemîng into tis dis-
trict. They may be teeming into a part
of the country forty, fifty, sixty, seventy or
eighty miles away f rom the railway; they
iinay be teeming inte another part of the
country altogether. We are told that this
country, which was once the home of the
bufialo and wiid tribes, is teeming with
activity. If this activity is in another sec-
tion of the Nortb-west, and flot glving any
evidence of its existence In the partidular
section of the country through which this
railway la to run, why buiid the raiiway
now ? Lt appears to mue that our duty Is
plain now. Why are we rushing into this
thing with such speed as if our very life
depended upon it, as if the very existence
of Canada depended upon it I wafit to ask
is tlàere any clark cloud overshadowing us
that the ratification of this contract will
immediateiy lift. If there is, I do not
know If. Is there a well-grounded fear
that the Grand Truak Rallway Company
wili not aliow us, two or three years hence,
to buiid and make them a present of this
Une, that they will flot accept it ? Is there
any weli-grouncled justification for that fear?
1 think not. I think we will find theru Ia
just as receptive a frame of mmnd two or
three years hence as that In which tbey are
to-day. Is there any congestion away Up
in this country which requires a railway to
be built? Is there any depression in busi-
ness? We hear about the employment of
the toiiing thousands in the workshops and
fields of Canada. They *are, happily, now
ail employed, but is that a reason why we
sheuld start now to build another rallway?
I think not. Lt is flot a cegent reason. I
do not bear that labourers are seeking em-
pioyment la vain, nor do 1 hear that there
is any depression in the manufacturlng in-
dustries of the country. I could under-
stand that, if the conditions were entireiy
different, it might be desirable for the gev-
ernment to undertake a work a littie lu ad-
vance of the time that it was required te
relieve, if possible, such a depressed con-
dition in order that people miglit be oc-
dupied, but I neyer heard yet of a gev-
eruient feeling that they were la duty
bound, when everything is booming, whea
time*s are~ prosperous and when men are
employed, when wages are high nnd wlieu
conditions are as favourabie as they ever

have been or can be, to expencl a large
amnount ef monýey for such a purpose as this.
Why net %vait and be sure? If this is a
%vise policy, it xviii be wise two or three
years hence ;if it is a defensible policy, it
xviii be easily defensible then. Thein, it
inny be that one of those cycles which
come about in ail countries will appear,
xvheln business will become less active, wlien
depressed conditions xviii occur, when the
public exchequer may well be epened and
when great works may be unclertaken for
the purpose I snggested a moment ago
ef helping to tide over the period of bad
timies until better times shouid appear ?
But I am toid by one of the Ieadîng organs
of public opinion in this country, whichi
seems te be miost extremely anxieus te see
this project go tlîrough, that we must build
this road new or neyer. Now or neyer ?
What does this mean ? Is it realiy a fact,
now or neyer? Wbat are the conditions
which exist now which may net.exist five,
ten or fitteen years hence? Then, it says fur-
ther that it matters net how we bave drifted
or have been drawn Into it, we are face te
face with a grave crisîs. At the time this
announcement was macle by this ieading
organ, I thought it was striking, and I teook
It te pon dem over, and I have pondered ever
It. 1 t matters not how we have drifted.'
If we hiac dmifted we weuld net have moved
with suchi oelerity. We have more than
drîf ted. We have been drawa inte it.
This editoriai article says that we are face
te face with a grave crisis, and therefee
this railway should be buiît. It must be
built froru the east te the west, froru ocean
te ocean, even if $150,000,000 bas te be ex-
peaded upon it, because we are face te face
with a grave crisis. I weuld like some one
te tell me wheme or what the cmisie la.
Wbere is it iocated? Surely, if there Is a
criais we weuid ail like te knew about it.
If it Is a tangible thing, we weuld like te feel
It. Let somebody who does kne-w locate it.
if somebocly bas It ln bis pecket let hlm
preduce it. But, Sir, we have been left in
blissful ignorance clown te this verY mo-
ment, that we were ln the midst ef an.v
crisia. Somebody dcl try te make a littie
plitical criais eut of the recent changes la
the Departue-nt of Railways and Canais,
but that la a vemy small thing. This one
we are speaking of, we are teld, is a
grave crisis ;it is a grave crisis that
we are called on te face, and because It
Is a grave crisis we must build thîs
raîlway. I de net wonder, Sir, that auch
strained advecacy as this ceuld find ex-
pression lu one of the leading organs
of opinion in this country. and that it ever
couid be consldered as carrying any weighit
or lmpreasing people successfully into the
support of this project. I think, Sir, that
the crisis ought be disclosed. If there is a
crisis we should know the trutb. If it dees
net exist 'now, but if it la irnpending, it
xweuld be %vell te warn us. If it is a criais
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