
information sharing. This is the Canadian value added to the "war on terrorism." Frigates to the
Indian Ocean may flot be the best Canadian value added, nor the best use of our limited
resources.

We need to be aware, as well, of policy opportunists in the U.S. and i Canada who are taking
advantage of the September 1 Il events and policy climate. These include proponents of vast
public spending on improbable security threats (L.e, a Ballistic Missile attack from North Korea)
and proponents of other policy initiatives (iLe, Dollarisation and further North American
economic integration) that have nothing to do with September 1 If" needs and might well be
deeply harmfal to Canada's interests.

Strategically, it is time for a new Canada-U.S. "Grand Bargain" for information sharing and to
define our own national areas of public policy outside pressures for harmonisation.

An important question regarding the war in Afghaistan is yet to be assessed by Canadians: Is
the threat of recurrent terrorisma sufficient to warrant a large-scale military action? Moreover, are
the niilitary tactics used in Afghanistanjustified and exportable to other countries that shield
terrorists? One participant pointed out that the military action was necessary to remove the shield
from behind which a terrorist network recruits, trains and operates. The attack on the Taliban
regime might have been.key in achieving this objective. Others said that short terni fixes (L.e,


