
civi soczcy, the Santiago surnMit proceSS will only contribute to fur-ther exclusion and
crisis.

Joe Garn, Cwuu.5wz Confewce of Catholc Býiops

It is cOmxnon to find the ternis demnocracy and elections used interchangeably. Theexpeiece Of Canadian NGOs and church organiztions, however, îs that the two, are flot
synonynious. Cne of the moat Obvýious examnples is Mexico. Despite improvements iiielec-toral procedures during the most recent elections of July 6, 1997, many voters wercdeied their right to vote and numerous votes were invalidated. This; reficots the Saillimited Participation of civil society in the electoral proces. Democracy needs civilsocieitYs Participation because civil society is the guarantor of demnocracy. Wxth civiSociety resides the foundation of politicgl econoinic, and social dcvelopmeni.

e Canada Promotes civil Society participation at home and ini the South, but the spendingcutS ini ODA, in ternis of both social development projects in thie Americas and supportto local NGOs, curtail this coumliys abity to promote democratization. aiidgstrengthencivil Society at the sanie âmre that they lirnit the participation of civil society in thencgotiation, and implementa3ion of trade agreements.
* Prime Nfiister Chretien and his Team Canada should consider meeting with Canadiancivil Society in order to obtain their input for their.agenda and participation before theytravcl abroad.

Theli exclusion of Cuba from the Summit is of concern. It should be included in the FTAAnegotiation process.


