tions’ role cannot be questioned. Were it not for
the United Nations’ presence, the Congo would
probably sink into tribal strife and might even be-
come the scene of a great-power conflict. Canada
continues to participate in the United Nations Congo
Force and to support the aims of the world organi-
zation, confident that there is no real alternative
to United Nations assistance if peace is to retum
to that part of Africa.

THE UN GAINS STATURE

““The United Nations itself — the only body
which truly reflects the state of intemational re-
lations — has gained in stature during the year.
The internal crisis created by the death of Dag
Hammarskjold, and which for a time threatened its
very existence, was overcome in a satisfactory
way through the assumption of the office of Secre-
tary-General by U Thant of Burma. The admini-
stration of his office in the weeks that have passed
since his election gives promise that he will con-
tinue the traditions of selfless leadership and wise
judgment which have come to be associated with:
the office of Secretary-General. The fact that the
crisis was weathered without sacrifice of Charter
principle or derogation from the integrity of the
office of the Secretary-General is a source of both
satisfaction and potential future strength for the
United Nations.

DISARMAMENT

““In the field of disarmament, considerable pro-!
gress was made during 1961. From the time when.
10-nation disarmament committee negotiations were
broken off in June 1960, the Canadian Government
has pressed to have the talks restarted. Intensive
discussions behind the scenes at the sixteenth
General Assembly of the United Nations finally
led to agreement on a statement of principles to
guide future disarmament negotiations and on a
satisfactory negotiating forum. The enlarged and
more representative composition of the disarma-
ment committee, to which eight uncommitted nations
have been added, should bring new ideas on the
problem and should give greater assurance that the
talks, when resumed, will be continued without in-
terruption until a workable scheme for actual measures
of disarmament is devised. e

“The need for real progress towards disarma-
ment has never been more graphically illustrated
than by the explosion by the Soviet Union of a
monster bomb this year. Mankind will never live
easily or free from fear so long as this menace
exists — and the overwhelming majority of nations
clearly and courageously expressed their condem-
nation of the Soviet Union’s disregard for human
welfare in the vote at the United Nations calling
on the Soviet Union to refrain from exploding the
super bomb. That appeal went unheeded but it was
a demonstration of the effectiveness of the United
Nations as a forum for the mobilization of world

opinion.

(C.W.B. January 17, 1962)

AID TO DEVELOPING NATIONS

““In recalling the accomplishments of the past
year, we may also take encouragement from the
continuance and expansion of efforts to assist the
growth of the developing countries. While an im-
mense amount remains to be done, it bodes well
for the future that the more industrialized countries
continue to recognize an obligation to assist the
less-developed nations to improve their standards
of living. Canada for her part is putting more than
$60 million into programmes in Africa and Asia —
and has joined the Fconomic Commission for Latin
America —~ as an eamest of her deep interest in
the welfare of the countties of those regions.

WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME

‘“There is one project in this field in which
Canada takes particular pride. I refer to the World
Food Programme which was recently endorsed by
an overwhelming majority at the United Nations.
While the exact nature of this programme remains
to be settled by the 20-nation committee recently
set up by the United Nations, the initial objective
is the elimination of famine and malnutrition in

areas of chronic food shortage. Canada will parti-

cipate in the initial 3-year programme and will con-

" tribute about $5 million in cash and foodstuffs to the

proposed $100-million programme. We are confident
that this enlightened humanitarian project will en-
list the widespread international support essential
to its ultimate success.

‘‘New problems and difficulties in intemational
affairs certainly lie ahead, but we must not approach
them in a spirit of pessimism and distrust. The
future stands open to our initiative. I know that we
can do a good deal, not only at the national level,
but at the level of each single individual. Were I
to dedicate this year-end message to anyone, I
would dedicate it to the ordinary people of the world
whose individual pleas are seldom heard but whose
collective efforts will in the end direct the tide of
history into channels where peace, freedom and
human brotherhood can flourish.”’
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POSTAL HIGHLIGHTS, 1961

New records in mail volumes, surpassing last
year’s nearly four billion pieces, and postal revenues
substantially increased over the $193,593,016 mark
for the previous year were reported recently by Mr.
William Hamilton, Postmaster General, in a yeat-
end statement.” Mr. Hamilton said that, while final
figures for 1961 had not yet been compiled, every
indication existed that both volumes and revenues
would exceed last year’s record-breaking figures.
In addition to setting new performance figures, Mr.
Hamilton noted that 1961 had been an important
year for changes and improvements in the postal
service, and that increased emphasis was being

placed on the problems of the user of postal ser-
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