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ARTICLE 51

Amer&dment

(a) The Council may; by a two-thirds majority of the total votes held b
ail producing countries and a two-thirds majority of~ the total votes held b
ail consuniing countries, recomniend to Contracting Governments amené
ments to this Agreement. The Couneil shll, în its recommendation, fix tt,
time within which each Contracting Government shail notify the depositar
Government whether or not it ratifies, approves or accepts the aniendrnent.

(b) 'The Council may extend the time fixed by it under paragraph (a)<
this article for notification of ratification, approval or acceptance.

(c) If, within the time fixed under paragraph (a) of this article or ol
tended under paragraph (b) of this article, an axnendment is ratified, approvE
or accepted by al partieipating countries it shall take effect lrnmediately C
the receipt by the depositary Government of the last ratification, approval (
acceptance.

(d) If, within the time flxed under paragraph (a) of this article C

extended under paragraph (b) of this artic~le, an aniendment is 1not ratifie'
approved or accepted by participating countries holding ail of the votes
producing countries and by participating countries holding two-thirds
the total votes of ail consuming countries, it shail not take effeet.

(e) If, by the end of the time fixed under paragraph (a) of this article
extended under paragraph (b) of this article, an amendment is ratifie
approved or acoepted by participating eountries holding ail of the votes 'ý
1 roducing countries and by participating countries holding two-thirds of C~
total votes of ahl consuming countries:

(i) The amendmnent shall, for the participating countries by wb4l
ratification, approval or acceptance has been signifla4, take aeffe
at the end of three months next foilowing the receipt by the dePO5
tary Government of the last ratification, approval or acceptall<
necessary to comprise all of the votes of producing countries and t'w<
thirds of the total votes of ail consuming countries;

(ii) Any Contracting Government whichi does not ratify, approve
accept an~ amendment by the date of its comnigin to effect e
as of that date cease to paricipate i the Agreement, unless a
sucli Contracting Government satisfies th~e Cowivil at it is i'et
following the effective date of the amendment that it ratificai
approval or acceptauce could not be secured in tinie by reao
constitutional difficulties, and 'the Council decides to extend for st,
Contracting Governmnent the period fixed for ratification, appr10e
or acceptance until these difficulties have been overcoine.

(f) If a consuniing country considers that its interests wifl be adves
affected by an aiucudment it mnay, before the date of its, comng int9 efe
give notice to the depositary GCovrnment of withdrawal froi the Agreine
Withdrawal shall beapoa effective on the effectivie date ofteaednn.I

Votincil ma, at any time, ou such teri and conditions~ as it considers eutaý
permit such ceutr te withdraw its notice of wthdrawal.


