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danger arising from the rapidity of the current, and from other 
local causes, made an appropriation for the construction of a 
lighthouse at the outlet•of the lake, but, on a local survey being 
Made, it was found that the inost eligible site for the erection 
of the lighthouse was a reef known by the name of the " Horse-
shoe Reef," which is within the dominion of Her Britannic 
Majesty ; and -Mr. Lawrence was therefore instructed by the 
Government of the United States to ask whether the Govern-
ment of Her Britannic Majesty will cede to the United States 
the Horseshoe Reef, or such part thereof as may be necessary 
for the purpose of erecting a lighthouse, and, if not, whether 
the British Government will itself erect and maintain a light-
house on the said reef. 

Viscount Palmerston stated to Mr. Lawrence in reply • that 
Her -Majesty's Government concurs in opinion with the Govern-
ment of the United States, that the proposed lighthouse would 
be of great advantage to all vessels navigating the lakes; and 
that Her Majesty's Government is prepared to advise Her 
Majesty to cede to the United States such portion Of the Horse-
shoe Reef as may be found requisite. for the intended light-
house, provided the G-overnment of the United States will 
engage to erect such lighthouse, and to maintain a light therein; 
and provided no fortification be erected on the said reef. 

Mr. Lawrence and Viscount Palmerston, on the partof their 
respective •Governments, accordingly agreed that the British 
Crown should make this cession, and that the United States 
should accept it, on the above-mentioned conditions. 

ABBOTT LAWRENCE. 
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