Records of Bernier’s icy voyage

During a recent voyage to the Arctic,

crew members of the Canadian Coast
Guard icebreaker D Therville found several

historical documents about one of the ex-
ploration voyages made in the area by

Captain Joseph E. Bernier.

Bernier, who was born in 1852 in

| I'Islet, Quebec, commanded numerous ex-
© peditions in the Arctic between 1904 and

1925, when he took possession of several

" islands and established surveillance posts,
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strengthening Canada’s sovereignty in the
North.

Captain Henri Saint-Pierre and other
members of the Coast Guard found,
among other items discovered on Melville
Island, a clipping from the Daily Tele-
graph, dated June 13, 1908, announcing
Captain Bernier’s departure for the Arctic.
Later, at Point Fife, they found a docu-
ment which deals with Bernier’s claiming
some Arctic islands in the name of Can-
ada on July 9, 1909. Finally, a document
discovered at Point Hearnen, dated July
14, 1909, gives information about and
describes ice conditions at Winter Har-
bour, in the Northwest Territories.

The remarkably well-preserved docu-
ments illustrate the important role played
by Captain Bernier in the early explora-
tion of Canada’s Arctic waters. Even
though Captain Bernier never sailed
through the Northwest Passage himself,
he looked forward to the day when more
powerful icebreakers would succeed
where he had failed.

Canada owes him a debt of gratitude
for his accomplishments, especially in
view of the circumstances and weather
conditions he had to face on his journeys.

In order to preserve Captain Bernier’s
records, the Public Archives will pro-
vide acid-free folders for the rare
documents.

Old documents are now dipped in
chemicals and dried or laminated.
However, the process is sO expensive
(costing approximately  $200 for
each book, whose pages must be
treated one at a time), that the
Archives and U.S. scientist Dr.
Richard Smith are testing a method
of treating from 12 to 20 books at a
time in a special]y-constructed cham-
ber. The method, if successful,
should save time, money and allow
the chemicals to be re-cycled.
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ANOTHER NORTHERN CRUISE
FOR CAPTAIN BERNIER
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Captain Bernier and crew at Winter Harbour on Melville Island, NNW.T., July 1, 1 909.
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